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The FEMALE SPECTATOR. 
The Character of this Work is in general ſo well 
4 known, as not to need a Recommendation; but 
as ſome particular Perſons may be unacquainted 
© with it, it is hoped it will not offend the Mo- 
delly of its Authors, juſt to cite a few of the 
« Epithets given to it by ſome of the moſt diſtin- 
© guiſhing Judges of the preſent Age, — As — 
« That it is the belt adapted for improving the 
« Morals, and refining the Taſte. That a juſt 
« and proper Spirit breathes through the Whole. 
«© — That it imperceptibly makes its Readers 
* wiſer, —T hat it exalts the Ideas, —T hat it is a 
* polite and elegant Advocate forprivate Virtue, 
„That tho" it ſeems by the I ithe to be princi- 
« pally/ intended for the Service of the Fair Sex, 
«« yet there is not a Man of the greateſt Genius 
but may be pleaſing ly amuſed. hat its Lan- 
& guage is elegant, clear, and conſpicuous.— 
% That its Stories are ſo affectingly related, that 
« whoever reads them will find the Paſſions ſin- 
« pularly moved. That it is judiciouſly blend- 
„ cd with Inſtruction and Entertainment. — That 
4 « jt inſenſibly diſcovers the Means of being 
happy in ourſelves. That it is an admirable 
Leſſon for the Young and Unexperienced.— 
% That it points ont ſuch Foibles in ourſelves, as 
for want of being obſerv'd, frequently cntail 
te the greateſt Uneaſineſſes.— That it is peculiar- 
& ly adapted to the reigning Habits of the preſent 
4 Times, &c. e.“ | 
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Diſcovers ſomething whi ch may ſerve to 
prove, that though love is the original 
ſource from which jealouſy is derived, 
yet the latter of theſe paſſions is the 
moſt difficult of the two to be con- 
ceal d, and alſo leſs under the gavern- 
ment of reaſon. 

HERE are ſo many ſebret 

Vvindings, fuch obſcure re- 

ceſſes in the human mind, 

chat it is very — 1 if 
not wholly impoſſible, 

N ſpeculation to arrive at — 

— 3 — or firſt mover of any action 

whatſoever. 
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How indeed ſhould it be otherwiſe, as 
the moſt virtuous and the moſt vicious 
propenſities of nature are frequently in a 
more or leſs degree lodged and blended 
together in the ſame compoſition, and 
both equally under the influence of a thou- 
ſand different paſſions, which diſguiſe and 
vary the face of their operations, ſo as not 
to be diſtinguiſh'd even by the perſons 
themſelves. .. 8 
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It has already been obſerv'd, that there 
were ſome peculiarities in the humour and 
conduct of lady Speck, which ſhe had po- 
licy and prudense enough to conceal en- 
tirely from the world; and though not 
the moſt intimate of her acquaintance, 
nor even her ſiſter, could ever penetrate 
into the ſecret motives of a behaviour, 
which to them ſeem'd frequently pretty 
ſtrange, it is fit the reader ſnould not be 
deny'd that ſatisfaction, at leaſt as far as 

; the above-mentioned premiſes will admit. 


As her ladyſhip had found very little 
happineſs in marriage, ſhe had been toc | 
much rejoiced at being releaſed from tha 
bondage by the death of her husband, 
ever to think of entering into the ſame | 
ſtate a ſecond time; but having obſerv*c 
that this was commonly the profeſſion l 
| a 
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all widows, and as commonly ridiculed 
by thoſe who heard it, ſhe forbore ma- 
king any mention of her reſolution in 
this point. 


She had very little vanity in her com- 


| poſition, but loved a variety of company; 
| <—»ſhe was pleas'd to find herſelf conti- 
nually furrounded by a crowd of gentle- 


men ; but had been equally, if not more 
ſo, if they had viſited her on any other 
{core than that of courtſhip : ſhe behaved 
to each of them ſo much alike, that jea- 
louſy was a thing unknown among theſe 
rivals; and as none of them had any 
great cauſe to hope, ſo likewiſe none of 


them thought he had cauſe to deſpair 


of being one day the happy man; and 
her youth, —her beauty, —her wit, —her 
fortune, made her appear too valuable a 
prize not to perſevere in the purſuit of. 


Thus eaſy, thus happy in herſelf, and x 


delightful to all that ſaw her, did ſhe live 

and reign the general toaſt and admira- 
tion of the town; when Celandine arriv*d 
from his travels, full frought with all 
thoſe ſuperficial accompliſhments ſo en- 
812 to the unthinking part of the 
Air \ | g 2225 
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What attracts the eye is too apt to 


have an influence over the heart ;— his 


agreeable perion, — his gaudy equipage, 
and the ſhew he made, dazzled the ſentes 
of even thoſe who moſt affected to be 
thought wits ;—he was the theme of every 


5 tea- table, and the chief object for whom 


the arts of the toylet were employ'd. 


| Lady Speck had heard much of him 


before ſthe ſaw him, but he was ſoon in- 


troduced to her acquaintance by a lady 


who frequently viſited her, and had al- 


ways ſpoke wonders in his praiſe; whe- 


ther it were that ſhe was prepoſſeſs'd by 
the good opinion ſhe found others had 
of him, or whether it was to himſelf 


alone he was indebted for the impreſſion 


he made on her is uncertain z but nothing 
can be more true, than that at firſt ſight 
the felt for him what ſhe had never 


done for any men after whole years of | 


aſſiduity. 


It is alſo altogether «as impoſſible to 
determine if it was by any kind looks 
he perceived in her towards him, or by 
the great confidence he had in his own 


merits, that he was emboldened to declare 
himſelf her lover; it was, however, either 

to the one or the other that ſhe owed 
1 8 5 the 
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the triumph of this new conqueſt, and 
he had not made her many viſits before 
ſhe was confirm'd of it by the moſt vio- 


lent proteſtations that tongue could utter. 


It ſeem'd, notwithſtanding, extremely 
ſtrange to her, that amidſt all the teſti- 
monies he endeavour'd to give her of 
his love, he never once mention'd mar- 
riage 3 but, on the contrary, would fre- 

uently in her preſence ridicule the in- 
itution, — ſay it was a clog upon incli- 
nations, and only fit to link two peop'e 
together who had no notion of the rruc 
Joys of love, or of living politely in the 


world. 


He often had the impudence even to 
repeat to her, in juſtification of his pro- 
phane poſition, all the lines he could. 
remember from any of the poets who 
had exerciſed their talents in ſatiriſin 
that ſacred ceremony; Pry theſe 
of mr. Dryden : 


W > 4 thou curſe of hoe and ſnare 
of lite |! 


That firſt debas'd a miſtreſs to a wife! 
Love, like a ſcene, at diſtance ſhould 
appear, 
But marriage views the groſs-daub'd 
landſcape near, Y 
B 2 Love's 
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Love's nauſeous cure! thou cloy'ſt 
whom thou ſhould*ſt pleaſe, . 

And when that's cur'd, then thou art 
the diſeaſe; 

When hearts are looſe, thy chain our 

bodies ties; DES” 

Love couples friends, but marriage 
enemies. 


But his behaviour on this ſcore gave 
her not the leaſt diſguſt towards him; 
—ſhe was herſelf an enemy to marriage 
—and beſides his eſtate, though large, was 
not an equivalent for that ſhe was inn 
poſſeſſion of; nor was any part of his 
character ſuch as ſhe thought becoming 
a man whom ſhe would make a husband 
of ;—ſhe nevertheleſs loved him, nor took | 
any pains to repel the kindneſs which 
every day grew ſtronger for him in her 

heart ;—ſhe was amuſed with his conver- 
fation, delighted with his addreſſes, loox d 
on him as a pretty plaything, —a charm- | 
ing toy which it would be doing too great | 
a violence to her humour to throw | 
away. 


All this will doubtleſs give the rea- | 
der no very favourable idea of her vir- 
tue ; but we will ſuppoſe it was only a 
platonic liking ſhe had for, him :—how 
tar indeed, the dangerous liberties ſhe 

| f allow'd 
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allow'd herſelf to take with him might 


have carried her, if they had been con- 
tinued much longer, no one can pretend 
to ſay. 


She was not, however, ſo much loſt in 


the tender folly fhe indulg'd, as not to 
be perfectly ſenſible that the manner in 


which ſhe converſed with Celandine 
could not, if known to the world, but 
occaſion a great deal of diſcourſe, 


little to the advantage of her reputation; 


and that it behoved her, above all things, 


to keep this ſecret of her ſoul froin ta- 


king air :—to do this, ſhe put in practice 
all the arts that a juſt fear of cenſur:: 
could inſpire her with. — When Celandine 


was preſent with other company ſhe 
affected to rally, and turn into bagateile 


every thing he ſaid or did; and when 


he was abſent, to ridicule thoſe vanities 


and fopperies which ſhe had underſtand- 
ing enough to ſee in him, though not in 


reality to condemn him for. —She not 


only treated thoſe gentlemen, who before 
made their addreſſes to her, with a greater 
ſhew of favour than ſhe had been accuſ- 


tomed to do ; but alſo encouraged every 
new after of that kind that was preſented 


to her; and this conduct proved effec- 


tual for the purpoſe ſhe intended it, that 
no one perſon ſuſpected Celandine was 
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among the number of her lovers, much 
leſs that he was the darling favourite 
of her boſom. i | 


Being in this ſituation, 1t is eaſy to 
- conceive what racks of mind ſhe muſt 
ſuſtain on the account that had been juſt 
given by mrs. M—— ; to be told that 
Celandine had an amour, and to hear it 
averr'd by the very woman who had 
been her rival, was a mere trifle in com- 
pariſon with what follow'd ; — that he 
was found in the cloſe arbour with Jenny 
was the thing that ſtung her te. the 
quick, when ſhe remember'd that Celan- 
dine had met herſelf and ſiſter in the 
walks, and how inſtead of ſquireing them 
as uſual, he had only made a flight 


compliment and abruptly left them; 


and that Jenny had excuſed herſelf from 
going out on account of ſome letters ſhe 
faid ſhe had to write, it appear'd plainly 
to her, that he went not from the walks 
but with a deſign of going to Jenny; 
that ſhe ſtay'd not at home but in ex- 
pectation of his coming, and the appoint- 
ment was previouſly agreed upon between 
them. THO 


' Moſt women have naturally ſo good 
an opinion of themſelves, as not to be- 
lieve eaſily that the man who has once 

„ lov'd 


Jemny and Jenny JeSAMY. 9 
lov'd them can transfer his affections to 
another, without ſome very extraordinary 
arts put in practice for that purpoſe by 
the new object. Lady Speck thought 
herſelf as handſome as Jenny, and there- 
fore concluded that the amorous inclina- 
tion which Celandine had all at once teſ- 
tified for that young lady, could be 
owing to nothing but ſome advances 
made to him on her part. 1 


How unjuſt and how cruel a paſſion 
is that of jealouſy !—ir deſtroys all the 
nobler principles of the ſoul, —it eraces 
thence all the ideas of virtue, religion, . 
and morality ; it makes us not only con- 
demn the innocent, and acquit the guilty, 
but alſo inſpi es us with the moſt ſavage 
and inhuman ſentiments.— Lady Speck 
now hated her fair friend more than ever 
ſhe had loved her; — her beauty, — her 
wit, — all thoſe accompliſhments which 
had excited her eſteem, render*d her now 
the object 'of her averſion ;—ſhe was al- 
moſt tempted to with mrs. M—— had | 
perpetrated her outrageous deſign, if 
not to the deſtruction of her life, yer, 9 
n to the defacing of thoſe charms which I 
had triumph'd over her in the heart of 
Celandine ; and was little leſs angry with, 
d him for having prevented the fatal blow 
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aimed againſt her rival, than ſhe was. 
for his falſhood to herſelf. 

Of all the various agitations which by 
turns convulſe and rend the human heart, 
there are none which inſtigate to more 
pernicious purpoſes, or bring on, if con- 
tinued, more diſaſtrous conſequences; but 
the flame, however violent it may flaſh 
for the preſent, can have no long exiſtence 
in a mind not wholly diveſted of all 
good nature and generoſity ;-—cooler and 
more reaſonable ſentiments, on a little 
reflection, ſoon abated the force of thoſe 
turbulent emotions which had taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of this lady's boſom ; but as yet 
were not powerful enough to ſuppreſs 
them entirely ; what effects follow*d,either 
of the one or the other, will hereafter 
appear, —but the conflict between them 
was for this time interrupted, by ſome 
company coming in, whom lady Speck 
was oblig'd to go down to receive, as 
they were more her gueſts than her ſiſter's, 
and altogether ſtrangers to Jenny. 
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CHAP K 


Contains a farther confirmation of the 

* poſition advanc'd in the preceding 
chapter, and alſo ſome other par- 
ticulars exciting the curioſity of the 
reader. 


ADY Speck aſſumed a countenance 
as ſerene as poſſible to entertain, with 
her uſual politeneſs, the perſons who came 
to viſit her -; but in ſpite of all her en- 
deavours to appear entirely eaſy, ſhe 
could not keep herſelf from darting 
ſuch ill-natur'd glances on Jenny, when- 
ever ſhe look*'d towards her, as muſt 
have been taken notice of by that young 
lady, if ſhe had not been too much en- 
groſs*'d by her own thoughts to be capa- 
ble of penetrating into thoſe of another. 


The company ſtay*d ſo late, that the _ i 
inſtant they were gone the ladies retir*d 
to their reſpective chambers; Jenny, who 

had her mind no leſs employed than lady 
Speck, with the adventures of the day, 
was equally pleaſed to be alone and in- 
dulge meditation on what had paſg'd. 


The hiſtory of mrs. XJ. — had dwelt 
very much upon her mind; but what 
made the moſt deep impreſſion, was that 
part of it wherein ſhe related the firſt 
motive which occaſion'd her fall at once 
from happineſs and from virtue, and con- 
ſequently drew on her all thoſe dreadful 
misfortunes with which at preſent ſhe 
was encompaſs'd. 


I believe the reader will eaſily remem- 
ber, as the thing is of a pretty particular 
nature, how. that unhappy woman in order 
to revive thoſe ardors of affection in her 
husband, which ſhe imagin'd were be- 
ginning to decay, had recourſe to the 
dangerous ftratagem of giving him a 
rival; and alſo how by coquetting with #? 
| Celandine, and treating him with a ſhew 
of liking, the counterfeited flame kindled 
by degrees into a real one, and ended at 
length in her utter ruin and confuſion. 


The notions Jenny had of honour and 
generoſity were too refin'd and delicate, 
not to make her look with the utmoſt 
contempt on all kinds of artifice, on what 
pretences ſoever they were put in 

ractice : this conduct of mrs. Ms, 
though conſidering what enſued, the 
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to her ſo highly criminal, as well as weak 
and mean, that ſhe could not help think- 
ing it worthy of all the puniſhments it 
met with. RET: 


Hoc is it poſſible, cried ſhe within 
_ © herſelf, that a woman who truly loves 
virtue can be capable of putting. on an 
appearance ſo much the reverſe of it? 
What if at that time ſhe had no inten- 
tions of gratifying the amorous inclina- 
tions of the man ſhe ſported with, to 
encourage them in him was a manifeſt 
violation, not only of modeſty but 
* likewiſe of religion, honour, and thoſe 
« ſolemn obligations ſhe had enter'd into. 


« Beſides, continued ſhe, this wretched 
creature feems not to want ſenfe enough 
to know the heinouſneſs of the fault 
ſhe was guilty of, even in this firſt ſtep 
to perdition-;—yet ſhe run boldly into 
it, and abſolv'd herſelf on account of 
the good end ſhe propos'd by it,—to 
regain the affections of her husband: 
Oh !how ridiculous was ſuch an attempt 
for doing ſo; as if any man of common 
reaſon would love his wife the better 
for ſuſpeCting ſhe was about to commit 
the worſt and moſt ſhameful action a 
* woman can be guilty of! | 
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© I have ſeen ſome young ladies, went 
« ſhe ſtill on, that have made uſe of theſe 
little tricks to inſpire jealouſy in their 
lovers; either to make trial of their 
< conſtancy, or ſhew their own power by 
giving pain; this is certainly ſilly as well 
s as cruel; but what is no more than 
* vanity and folly in them, is downright 
« wickedneſs in a married woman.” 


Thus did ſhe paſs ſome time in cen- 
ſuring the conduct of mrs. M but 
as ſhe was of that happy turn of mind, 
to convert every thing which ſhe either 
ſaw or heard of to her own advantage, 
and to make freſh improvements in her- 
felf by the misbehaviours of others, her 
reflections carried her yet farther, and: 
remembrance preſented her with an in- 
cident which 1 $3E) long before ſhe 
had the power of } 

_ ſhe had heard much diſcourſe of in her 
extreme youth,—it was this: 


A perſon of great diſtinction happen'd 
to be- married to a lady. very young and 
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udging, but which | 


beautiful; ſhe was a celebrated wit with- 


out being wiſe, and had the moſt roman- 


tick turn of mind ;—fancying herſelf a 
Statyra, ſhe expected her husband ſhould | 


approach her with the obſequiouſneſs of 


an 


1 
' | 
1 
f 
9) 
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an Oroondates ; —he was little verſed in 


hiſtories of this nature z and though he 
loved her very well, treated her as mere 


woman ;—the epithets of angel and god- 


deſs were ſtrangers to his mouth ; and 
thoſe he uſually faluted her with were 
plain madam, or my dear ;—this diſguſt- 
ed her even in the firſt days of their 
marriage, —ſhelook*d on fuch a behaviour 


as an indignity to her charms her heart 


reproach'd the indelicacy of his man- 


4 ners, and half deſpiſed him for his want 
of taſte; nor did her tongue reſtrain it- 


ſelf from teſtifying how much ſhe was 
diſatisfy'd at every thing he ſaid or did. 


The faſhion in which he found him- 


4 felf uſed by her gave him ſome diſquiet 


at firſt, but it laſted not long ; though 


1 a man of ſenſe, he was naturally indolent 


to an exceſs ;—he loved his eaſe too well 
to part with it on any conſideration 
whatever ;—he never thought any thin 

worth attempting the purſuit of, den. 
was likely to be attended with difficulty; 
—and as he had never taken the pains to 
examine what it was that his wife ex- 
pected from him, ſo he would have been 
equally negligent in gratifying her hu- 
mour, if he had been better acquainted. 


with it, 
Theig 
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Their way of living together grew 
every day ſtill worſe and worſe ; as her 
haughty ſulleneſs increaſed, his careleſſ- 
neſs of it increaſed in proportion ;—all 
the love they once had for each other 
turn'd into a mutual indifference, or ra- 
ther a mutual averſion ;—ſhe ſought the 
food for her vanity among thoſe who 
were of a diſpoſition to indulge it; and 
ſhe found not a few to whom the glory 
of pleaſing a lady of her beauty, birth, 
and accompliſhments did' not ſeem well 
worth all the flatteries they could addreſs 
her with; the husband, in the mean 
time, made himſelf not wretched on ac- 


count. of the gallantries ſhe received, but . | 


fled for conſolation to the arms of a more 
obliging and endearing fair. 


They continued' to live together, how- | 
ever, in the ſame houſe ; but ſlept net 
in the ſame bed, nor eat at the ſame | 
table, except for decency ſake, when 
company was there ; before whom they 
always behaved to each other with the 
- greateſt good manners and politeneſs | 
WEB." f 


But this was a conſtraint whick neither 
of them could long ſupport, they parted 
by conſent ;—after which her amours be- 

ta Es Fane 
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came the general topic of converſation ; 
till ſhunned by all her kindred, deſpiſed 
by her acquaintance, and ſlighted by 
* thoſe for whoſe ſake ſhe had ſacrificed her 
reputation, . ſhe became ſenſible of her 
2 follies, and ſought a reconciliation with 
her husband; but all her endeavours 
for that purpoſe being in vain, ſhe hated 
a place where ſhe no longer had either 
friends or admirers, and went a volun- 
X tary exile into foreign parts, where grief 


and remorſe ſoon put an end to her 1 
life. 4 4 


23 moſt ſerious contemplations on the hu- 
man ſyſtem the many obſervations ſhe 
had made, convinc'd her that vanity was 
in a more or leſs degree inherent to the 
whole ſpecies ; and that men as well as U 
women were not exempt from it: and 7 
immediatly recollecting ſome paſſages 1 
ſhe had ſeen which demonſtrated this [ 
truth, Good God, cried ſhe, how can 
any one be ſo fond of this idol frame, | 
this poor machine, liable to be wither'd I 
* by every inclement blaſt that iſſues | 
from the firmament ! Let the proud of | 
heart read Gulliver's Voyages to the | 
1 and ſome other pieces of 

the ſame excellent author, and they 
will ſee and be aſhamed to admire a 
« body 


| | g 
This incident threw Jenny into the 0 


* 
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body which requires ſuch means to be 
ſuſtainꝰd. No, continu'd ſhe, it is the 
mind which ought to be the chief ob- 
« ject of our attention; it is there alone 
* we are either beautiful or deform'd ; 
and the pains we take to ornament and 
* embelliſh that nobler part of us will 
not be thrown away.“ ns ho! 


She was ſo taken up with theſe philo- 
ſophic reflections, that ſhe went not to 
bed till the beams of Aurora darting 
through the window curtains, reminded | 
her how much ſhe had loſt of the time 
commonly alotted for repoſe. | 


It was ſomewhat more late than ordi- 
nary when ſhe roſe the next morning; 
on her coming down ſtairs ſhe found the 
ladies already in the room where they 
always breakfaſted; and gueſſing, by ſome 
circumſtances, that ſne had made them 
wait, was beginning to apologize for her 
tardineſs. | | R 


Indeed, my dear, cried miſs Wing- 
© man interrupting her, we were afraid 
vou were not well, and were juſt go- 
ing to ſend to your chamber : But 
pray, continued ſhe very gaily, let me 
examine your countenance, a nd fee if 
that will tell me whether you are quite 

hs | got 


x 
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got over the fright that terrible wo- 
man put you into yeſterday.” 


Jenny was about to make ſome an- 
ſwer; but lady Speck, who could not 
forgive her for the part ſhe bore in that 
adventure, took up the word before the 
other had time to open her mouth, The 
* fright was of little conſequence,” ſaid 
ſhe with an air which had ſomethin 
of deriſion in it, as ſhe was deliver'd 
from the danger before ſhe could have 
any apprehenſions of it but, there 
were other particulars that happen'd 
afterwards, which perhaps were of a. 
yet more diſagreeable nature, and might 
make a deeper impreſſion.” 


a K KR 3a aA _ ax 


. Theſe words, and the tone in which 
they were ſpoke, gave Jenny an infinity 
of ſurpriſe, but without pauſing to form 
any conjecture on the matter, You will 
, 7 me, madam, cried ſhe innocent- 

y, if I am not able to comprehend 
your ladyſhip's meaning ;—I know of 
no accident that happen'd afterwards ; 
or indeed, in which I had the leaſt 
concern.“ | | | 


* a @® K © 


How weak is it, reply'd lady Speck, 
in people to endeavour to conceal a 
2 which in ſpite of all they can 

| | . © do 
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« do will break out in every look and | 3 


« geſture ! I pity you from my ſoul, and 
0 bad I ſooner known the ſituation of 


« your heart, would have contriv'd ſome * q 


© way or other to have prevented mrs. 
NM from being quite ſo open in 
her narrative; —it muſt certainly be a 
very great ſhock to you to hear ſome 

« paſſages ſhe related ;—but, alaſs, I was 
« intirely' ignorant that Celandine loved 

© you, or that you loved Celandine ; and 
little ſuſpected that it was for his ſake 


fb ſo refolutely rejected the offers of fir 


obert Manley,” 


I ſhould be ſorry, Cn ih reply'd 
© Jenny very diſdainfully, that your lady- 
* ſhip, or any one elſe, ſhould have fo 
* contemptible an opinion of my judg- 
* ment.— know but little of the gen- 
tlemen, yet know enough to make a 
Juſt diſtinction between them; and were 
my hand and heart at my diſpoſal 
ſhould not heſitate. one moment to 
which of them I ſhould give the pre- 
ference.” 


A 
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How cunning now you think you 
« are, ſaid lady Speck with an affected 
laugh, —you ſpeak the truth but avoid 
mentioning the name: I will however 


F 
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. 
*& 


Fa fad fwcs fronds ee e of an 


1 


Ln 


JeMMY and JENNY JEsSAMY. 21 


do it for you, and anſwer in ſomewhat 


like the poet's words : 


*Tis Celandine your heart would leap: 


to meet, 
While Manley lay expiring at your 
feet. : | 


Scarce had Jenny the power. to re- 


7 ſtrain her paſſion within the bounds of 
decency, on finding lady Spech perſiſt- 


ed in ſo injurious an accuſation ſcorn 


and anger overwhelm'd her ſoul, — tears 


guſh'd from her eyes, —and riſing haſtily 
from her ſeat, — I will not imagine, ma- 
dam, ſaid ſhe, that you are really in 
| © earneſt in ſuppoſing ſuch a thing; but 


the jeſt is of ſuch a nature as I do not 
think it becomes me to hear the con- 
tinuance of.“ ] 


KR 


In ſpeaking theſe words ſhe was about 
to quit the room ; but miſs Wingman, 
who had been a good deal aſtoniſh'd at 


wat her ſiſter had faid, ran and pulled 


her back ;—but all her perſuaſions would 


have been ineffectual to have detain'd 
her, if lady Speck, having vented her ill 


humour; and now repenting ſhe had 
gone ſo far, had not added her intreaties. 


7 . My 
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0 My dear creature, cried ſhe, I ws | 
© not the leaſt deſign to affront you; I only | , 
meant to rally you a little on your 
« ſtaying at home, when ſo fine a N x 
© called every body to the walks. I 
© ſhould have deſerved it, madam, an- i 
< ſwer'd ſhe, if I had deny'd myſelf the | 
< pleaſure of attending your ladyſhip on 
< any other motive than what 1 really | 
« did;—but I aſſure you I wrote no leſs > . 
than five letters, as your own man can J b 
* witneſs, whom, my own heing out of | 
the way, I teok the liberty to ſend * 
with them to the poſt- office. 4 


« I believe it, ſaid lady Speck, I be- A 
« lieve it, and heartily aſk your pardon.” | 
—She was going to add ſomething more 4 
by way of reparation for the vexation 
ſhe had given to that young lady, when || 8 
ſhe was prevented by her woman, who 
having been ſent to a milliner's for ſome |» 
things ſhe wanted, came running into 
the room with a countenance as confus'd | 
and wild as if ſhe had met ſome — * 
or apparition in her way : 1 


Oh madam ] cried ſhe to her lady, | . 
© T have the ſtrangeſt thing to tell you, — q 
the oddeſt accident ;—to be ſure I was 
never ſo much ſurpriſed i in all my life.“ 
. Prither 
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Prithee at what, demanded lady Speck ? 
Lord, madam, return'd ſhe, I could 


not have thought ſuch a thing of two 


ſuch civil well-behived gentlemen.— 
What gentlemen, ſaid lady Speck? ex- 
plain the myſtery at once, and do not 


keep us in ſuſpence by your unſeaſon- 
able exelamations. 


Lord, madam, replied ſhe, your 
ladyſhip will wonder when you know 
all as well as I;—for my part I was ſo 


£ confounded that I ſcarce know which 


way I got home. Juſt as I was ſtep- 
ping into the milliner's, —bleſs me, 1 
ſhall never forget it; but I will tell 
your ladyſhip as faſt as I can :—Juſt 


* as I was going into the ſhop, as I was 
«* ſaying, I heard a great noiſe in the 


ſtreet, and the ſound of ſeveral men's 
voices crying out, - Bring them along, 
bring them along, — I turn'd about, 


as any one would do, —out of mere 


curioſity, - and, would your ladyſhip 


believe it poſſible ?—who ſhould I ſee 
but mr. Lovegrove and mr. Celandine 
in the hands of I know not how many 
rough fellows, and followed by a huge 


croud of all ſorts of B fancy 


they had been fighting, for both their 
ſwords were drawn and carried by one 


of the men that had hold of mr. Love- 


* grove; 
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« grove; I cannot directly ſay how that 
matter was; but there was a ſtrange 
* confuſed noiſe among the mob ;—one 
"cried it was a ſad thing ſuch broils 
ſhould happen ;—and another that it 
would be a great prejudice to the 
town: — and all I could hear diſtinctly 
was, that they were going to carry the 


gentlemen before a juſtice of peace.“ 


c . Jos A WR JT 


All the ladies were very much con- 
cern'd at hearing this intelligence; but 
lady Speck ſeem'd the moſt affected with 
it; nor did the others at all wonder at 
her being ſo, as mr. Lovegrove was her 
declared admirer, and was allow'd by all 
that knew him to deſerve more of her 
favour than he had as yet experienced. 


They were all extremely impatient to 
know both the occaſion and the conſe- 
quence of this affair; and lady Speck's 
woman either having not enquir'd, or 


not been able to learn to what magiſtrate 


the gentlemen were carried, footmen were 
immediatly diſpatch'd to every quarter 
of the town, in hopes of bringing hame 
that information, which the reader ſhall 
preſently be made acquainted with. 
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Ap. II. 


Compleats the character of a modern 
fine gentleman, or à pretty felluw 
for the ladies. | 
Believe there are none into whoſe 


hands theſe volumes ſhall happen to 
fall, at leaſt if they conſider the ſtory of 


= mrs. M with any attention, but will 
3 caſily perceive there was enough in it to 
give a very great alarm to a man ſo 
much enamour*d as mr. Lovegrove. 


% 


He had obſerved, that for ſome time 
before, as well as ſince their comin 
=X down to Bath, Celandine had been a con- 
ſtant dangler after lady Speck. — Love 
and jealouſy are quick-ſighted paſſions : 
—he thought alſo, that though ſhe ridi- 
culed and Taugh'd at his aſſiduities, ſhe 
was not ſo much diſpleaſed with them 
as ſhe ought to have been. | 


This had frequently given him ſome 
uneaſy apprehenſions; but as there were 
ſeveral other gentlemen of worth and 
honour who made their addreſſes to lady 
Speck, as well as himſelf; and the had 
You. II. Ou 3.5 never 


oy 
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never given him any aſſurance of diſtin- 


guiſhing him above his competitors, he 


thought it would be too preſuming in 
him to call her ladyſhip's conduct in 
queſtion; eſpecially in regard to a man 
who did not publickly profeſs himſelf her 
lover, and whoſe perſon, character, and 


behaviour ſhe always affected to deſpiſe. 


But now to be told, that he had im- 
pudently boaſted his coming down to 
Bath was on the invitation of a woman 
of quality, from whom he gave ſome 
hints of having received very extraordi- 
nary favours; and to find that the per- 
ſon to whom he ſaid this had any reaſon 


to gueſs the woman of quality he men- 


tion'd was no other than lady Speck, 
was ſuch a ſhocking corroboration of 
his former ſuſpicions as fired him with 
the extremeſt rage. 


Whether lady Speck had in reality 
granted any favours to Celandine, or 
whether it was his own idle vanity alone, 
which had made him talk in the manner 


he had done, this generous lover thought 


it would become him to chaſtiſe the in- 
ſolence of ſuch a braggadociaz but in 


what manner he ſhould do ſo very much 
perplex'd him: to fend him a challenge 
on this account he feared would make 


too great a noiſe, and conſequently. dif- 
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pleaſe the lady whoſe honour he meant 


to defend. After much debating within 
himſelf, an expedient came into his mind, 
which he immediately put in execution. 


He found, by what he had heard 
Jenny ſay to mrs. M——, that Celan- 
dine had taken the liberty to treat that 


young lady in a manner very unworthy 
of her character ; this ſeem'd to him a 
good pretence for covering the face of 


his deſign; and therefore reſolv'd to 
make her quarrel appear as the chief 
motive of his reſentment, touching only 
obliquely on that he had conceiv'd againſt 
him in regard of lady Speck. 


Having well canſider'd on all the con- 
ſequences that might probably attend the 
ſtep he was about to take, and fully de- 
termin'd with himſelf to purſue it, he 
wrote to. Celandine that ſame evening in 


the following terms: 


To R. CELANDHINE, Eſq; 


cc SIR, | : 
15 52 U have affronted a young lady 
6 of diſtinguiſh*d--merit, at preſent 
under the protection of the woman I 


_*© adore ; and, it is ſaid, have given room 
for ſuſpicion of your having allo en- 
* 
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NET +, NR of herſelf altogether 


unbecoming of you Al think it There- 


tore a duty incumbent on me to de- 
mand that ſatisfaction which every 


gentleman has a right to expect, when 


injured in the perſons of thoſe he pro- 
feſſes to eſteem.— I ſhall be glad to ſec 
you to-morrow morning about fix, in 
the firſt field at the end of the walks, 
where I flatter myſelf you will not 
long ſuffer yourſelf to be waited for, 


by 


% Yours, 


„ E. LOVEGROVE.” 


e P. S. I ſhall come alone, for I ſee 
no need that any friends, either 


« of yours or mine, ſhould be in- 


% volv'd in this diſpute.” 


This billec he ſent by one of his ſer- 


vants; who, after having a conſiderable 
time, return d with an anſwer containing 
theſe lines: 


To E. Lovzckovz, Eſq; 


Sin, 


J AM ſorry you ſhould deſire any 
thing 4 me which ſuits not my 
humour to comply with; — lady 


* - 
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4 Speck and miſs Jeſſamy are both of 
« them very fine women; but upon my 
&« foul I think neither of them: or any 
« other woman, worth drawing my 
« ſword for; — ſo mult deſire you will 
&« excuſe my refuſing to meet you on 
« this ſcore; on any other you may 


40 command 
« You re, 


R. CeianpDine * 


It would be difficult to decide, whether 
anger or contempt was the moſt predo- 
minant paſſion in the mind of mr. Lov: « 
pa on reading the above :—hereſolved, 

owever, not to ſuffer the inſolence o. 
that bad man to go unpuniſh'd, but wen- 
very early the next morning to his lodg- 
ings, in order either to force from him 
the ſatisfaction he required: or {till per- 
ſiſting to refuſe it, to give him ſuch 
treatment as men are ordinarily ac- 
cuſtom'd to receive after behaving, in the 
manner he had done. 


As he was going towards the, houſe 
he perceived, while at fome diſtance, 4 
poſt-chaiſe waiting at the door; and be- 
fore he could well reach it, ſaw Celandine 

Juſt ready to ſtep in ;—on this he ſprung 
forward with all the ſpeed he could, and 

| C 3 catching; 
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catching Celandine by the arm, — Stay, 
* fir, cried he, you muſt not think to 
leave this town without making ſome. 
* atonement for your behaviour in it.“ 


Sir, replied the other, with ſome heſi- 
tation in his voice, — I give an account 
of my acti ns to no man, —nor has any 
« man a right to inſpect into them. — 
Every man of honour has a right to in- 
ſpect into the actions of a villain, 
rejoin'd mr. Lovegrove fiercely, and 
* it you are guilty of ſuch as you have 
« neither the juſtice to acknowledge, nor 
the courage to defend, you know the 
recompence you are to expect.“ 


I dare fight,” ſaid Celandine, and im- 
mediately drew his ſword, as. did mr. 
Lovegrove his at the fame time; but 
both were prevented by a great polite of 

eople, who in an inſtant were gather'd 
about them, drawn thither by the out- 
cries of Celandine's ſervants, the poſti- 
lion, and the people of the houſe who 
were come to the door to take leave of 
their lodger; and it was the expectation 
of this ſeaſonable interruption, which 
doubtleſs inſpired the antagoniſt of mr. 

Lovegrove with ſo much boldneſs on a 


ſudden. 


They 
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They had ſcarce time to make ons 
puſh before they were diſarm'd by the 
populace 3 and a conſtable, who lived 
hard by, coming to interpoſe his autho- 
rity to put an end to the fray, took 
poſſeſſion of both their ſwords, and told 
them they muſt give him leave to con- 
duct them to a magiſtrate ; they readily 
ſubmitted, and were follow'd by à con- 
tinually increaſing crowd, as lady Speck's 
woman had deſcribed, 


They foon arrived at the houſe of a 
gentleman in commiſſion of the peace, 
who happen'd to be a perſon of great 
worth and honour. —Celandine; exhibited 
a moſt pitious complaint againſt his ad- 
verſary ;—firſt, for ſending him a chal- 
lenge to fight on account of things which 
he ſaid he knew nothing of; and aſter- 
wards for aſſaulting him in. the ſtreets, 
putting a ſtop, to his journey, and occa- 
ſioning a riot and diſturbance in the 
town, — Mr. Lovegrove was entirely 
ſilent till the other nad left off ſpeaking, 
and then related the whole which had 
paſs'd between them naturally as it was. 
— The magiſtrate: could - ſcarce forbear 
ſmiling, but deſired to ſee both the let- 
ters; on which Celandine produced the 
challenge; but mr. Lovegrove, being 
f | C4 unwilling, 
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unwilling to expoſe the names of the 
ladies, which the other had indiſcreetly 
mention'd in his anſwer, ſaid he had it 
not about him, and believ'd he had loſt 
© Fn 


After having heard both parties, the 
worſhipful gentleman began to expatiate, 
in terms befitting his character, on the 
bad cuſtom of duelling ;—he faid, that 
though the too frequent practice of it 
had render'd it not diſhonourable, yet it 
was directly contrary to the rules both 
of religion and morality, and to the 
laws of ſociety as well as thoſe of the 
land ;—after which he recommended to 
them, and even exacted their mutual 
promiſe, to regard each other from that 
time forward, not as enemies, if they 
could not do ſo as friends. 


I will not take his word, fir, cried 
Celandine haſtily, —I am convinced he 
has malice againſt me in his heart; I 
go in danger of my life by him, and 
defire I may be admitted to make oath 
of it, and that he may be bound over.“ 
— This could not be refuſed, and the 
book was immediately preſented to 
him.“ | | 


GG KX „ 


A 


Ar 


JE MMV and JENNY JESAMY. 75 


Are you, fir, of the ſame way of 
« thinking too, ſaid the juſtice to mr. 
Lovegrove, No, up n my honour,fir, 
« reply'd he; I am not under the leaſt 
apprehenſions on the ſeore of this'gen- 
© tleman ; and: dare anſwer for him, that 
© it there were as little danger in his 
© tongue as there is to be fear'd from 
« his ſword, he would be the molt un- 
« hurtful creature breathing.“ 


Ir was with difficulty the juſtice re- 
ſtrain'd himſelf from laughing; but pre- 
ſerving as much an air of gravity as he 
could on the occaſion “ Well then, fir, 
© ſaid he, I am compell'd, by the duties 
of my office, to diſcharge your adver- 

«© ſary, and oblige you to give ſecurity 
for your future behaviour towards him.” 
On this Celandine thank'd him, and 
took his leave; —ſeveral of the croud, Who 
had burſt into the hall, follow'd him 
with a thouſand ſcurril jeſts and fleers at 
his cowardice; but he was too much a 
man of peace to take any notice of what 
they ſaid ; and making what haſte hg. 
could to the chaiſe, which ſtil] 3 
| for him, ſet out for London, probably 
N wiſhing he had not left it to come down.” 
7 to Bath, — | 
# C3 Mr. 
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Mr. Lovegrove ſent for lord Huntley 
and ſir Robert Manley, who immediate- 
ly came, and all the little formalities of 
this affair being over, and ſettled to the 

ſatisfaction of the gentleman before whom 
they were, he -threw off the magiſtrate 
and aſſum'd a character more natural to 
him, —that of a man perfectly well bred 
and complaiſant,—was very pleaſant with 
them on the conduct of Celandine,— 
compelPd them to ſtay breakfaſt with 
him, and entertain*d them as elegantly 
as ſuch a repaſt would admit. 


PRITERPSDPERN VS KEIDSFNIRILINS 


CHAP. Iv. 
Relates ſome paſſages ſabfequent to th 


= preceding adventure. | 
_ \_— ALTER the gentlemen had quitted 
We the juſtice*s houſe, each repair'd t 
his Wipe cle lodging, in order to dreſs 
for the remainder of the day; but meet- 
ing again at the coffee -houſe, it was 
agreed to adjourn from thence to maxe 
a morning viſit to lady Speck and her fair 
companions, without mentioning a word 
of „hat had happen'd ; mr. Lovegrove 
being deſirous that the whole affair ſhould 

| be 
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be kept a ſecret from them, unleſs chance 
ſhould by any way make a diſcovery of 
it to them. 
3 Thoſe ladies were all this while in a 
good deal of uneaſineſs; — the ſervants 
who had been ſent out for intelligence 
were all return'd without being able to 
bring any thing material for the ſatis- 
faction of their curioſity ;—mils Wing- 
man and Jenny had both of them a very 
great regard for mr. Lovegrove, the one 
as having known him a conſiderable 
time, and the other as having perceived 
in him many indications of his being a 
man truly worthy of eſteem. 


But lady Speck had her own reaſons. 
for being much more perplex'd than 
either of them could be;— ſhe had an, 
high eſteem for mr. Lovegrove on ac- 
count of the amiable qualifications he 
was poſſeſs'd of, and the long and re- 
ſpectful court he had made to her; 
the caprice of her deſtiny had made her 
find ſomething in the perſon of Celan- 
dine which had attracted but too much 
of the more tender inclinations of her 
heart; and to think that any danger 
threatened either of thoſe gentlemen was 
an extreme trouble to her.. 


Ei. But 
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But what touch'd her yet the more 


deeply, was the concern ſhe had for her 
own reputation ; ſhe doubted not but 
that the quarrel between them was on 


her ſcore; nor indeed could ſhe well! 


aſſign any other probable motive for it; 
eſpecially when fhe reflected that mr. 
Lovegrove, on hearing mrs. M—— ſay 
that Celandine had come to Bath on the 
invitation of a woman of quality, had 
given her not only ſome looks but alſo 
ſeveral hints, that he entertain*d the 
moſt jealous apprehenſtons that herſelf 


was the woman of quality whoſe favours 


that fop had fo impudently boaſted of; 
—ſhe had good reaſon therefore to be 
fearful, that an affair of this nature might 


occaſion. her name to be brought in 
queſtion, and perhaps too, not in the 


- moſt honourable fahion. 


Buſpence is a kind of magnifying glaſs, 
which repreſents whatever ill we dread 


in its moſt formidable ſhape ;— this poor 


lady figur'd to herſelf a thouſand di- 
ſtracting images; and though ſhe ſpoke 
but little, gave ſuch viſible demonſtra- 


tions of her inward diſorders, as could 


not but be taken notice of, both by 
Jenny and miſs Wingman. | 
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As neither of theſe young ladies as 
yet had ever harbour'd the leaſt ſuſpicion. 
of her having a particular regard for 
any man, much leſs of the ſentiments 
that Celandine had inſpired her with, 
they imagined they had now made a 
diſcovery ;- but it was in favour of mr. 
Lovegrove, and both of them cried out 
2 almoſt at the ſame time.—* How happy 
X < would mr. Lovegrove think himſelf, if 
Z < he ſaw how your ladyſhip is diſquieted- 
on his account,” 


f Though lady Speck affected to be a 

little peeviſh at their ſeeming to ſuppoſe 
her capable of having a tenderneſs for 
any man; yet ſhe felt as much ſatiſ- 
faction as the preſent ſituation of her 
mind would admit her to enjoy, in find- 
ing they mark' d out mr. Lovegrove as 
the object, and that Celandine was quite 
out of the queſtion with them on that 


5 | account, 


Indeed, ſiſter, ſaid miſs Wingman, 
* it has been always my opinion, and I 
believe all your friends are of the 
* ſame, that the perſon of mr. Love- 
* grove, his accompliſhments, his for- 
tune, and long ſervices, render him 
not unworthy of your acceptance; and 

Sr EY 6 [ 
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.< I think you need neither be angry nor 


« aſhamed that this accident has diſcover'd 
your ſenſibility of his paſſion.” 


Lord, my dear, how very filly you. 
are, ſaid lady Speck ;—no_ one man 
has any charms for me above another; 
I am only vex'd that men ſhould 
fall out, — fight, — and kill one ano- 
ther ; — and all this too for nothing 
perhaps, or what is next to nothing, 
—ſome idle Punctilio of imaginary ho- 
nour.“ 


Juſt as ſhe had ended theſe words the 
door was ſuddenly thrown open by a 
footman, and lord Huntley, fir Robert 
Manley, and mr. Lovegrove, came alto- 
gether into the room, —* What, ladies,” 
cried the latter of theſe gentlemen, with 
as air more than ordinarily gay,—* not 

yet dreſs'd ?—we came to attend you 


© to the walks, and you are ſtill in Your 
« deſhabillee,* 


o a © K „% a @® 


We muſt have been ſtrangely inſen- 
« ſible, replied lady Speck, to have 
thought of dreſs when we were told 
that two of our acquaintance were going 


to imbrue their hands in each other” $ 
0 _ Eat 


Our 
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Our hands are all clean, I think, 
g madam, ſaid mr. Lovegrove; © But 
can you add, rejoin'd ſhe haſtily, that 
your heart is alſo fo ? - Can you ſay 
you did not rife this morning with an 
intention to deſtroy, or be deſtroyed 
ZW yourſelf ?” 


XZ Here mr. Lovegrove appearing a little 
X confuſed, as debating within himſelf whe- 
ther it was molt proper for him to confeſs 
or to deny the fact, lord Huntley imme- 
diately took up the word; — No, faith, 
XZ « madam, faid his lordſhip with a ſmile, 
I dare anſwer fo far for my friend, that 
he aroſe not this morning with the 
« leaſt animoſity to any thing worthy of 
his ſwerd.“ 5 


No ambiguities, good my lord, re- 
ſumed ſhe ;— I expect a plain anſwer 
co my queſtion; — therefore tell me at 
once, mr. Lovegrove, how happened 
your quarrel with Celandine, and which 
© of you was the aggreſſor ? —You find, 
continued ſhe, perceiving he was ſtill 
FX « ſilent, that we are no ſtrangers to the 
main point; and conſequently have a 
right to expect you ſhould gratity our 
* curiolity with the particulars,* | 
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It never has been my practice yer, 
« madam, reply'd mr. Lovegrove, after 
d a little pauſe, to diſobey your lady ſhip 
in any thing, nor muſt I now do it in 
this you command me to. tell. you 
the motive of my quarrel with Celan- 
« dine, and I muſt anſwer it was on the 


<. ſcore of juſtice and of virtue. — You. 
© alſo aſk who was the aggreſſor; to 


© which I muſt alſo anſwer, that it was 
« Celandine ; who by affronting a perſon, 
© lov'd and eſteem'd by you, juſtly. me- 
« rited chaſtifement, not only from me 
but from all. who have the honour of 
being acquainted with your ladyſhip.” 


© So then, ſaid Jenny, I find that all 
this buſtle is to be placed on my ac- 
count; — but I would not have you: 
imagine, mr. Lovegrove, continued. 
« ſhe laughing, that you are entitled to 
any acknowledgments from me, ſince 


© I am indebted for what you have done 


entirely to the friendſhip I am honour- 


ed with by lady Speck.” 


Mr. Lovegrove was about to make 


ſome reply, but was prevented by fir 


Robert Manley, who, approaching her 
with the moſt reſpectful air,. Madam, 
« ſaid he, if others had been as early | 
Ip © acquainted; | 
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« acquainted with the perſumption of 


« Celandine, the glory of being your 
champion would certainly not have 
fallen to the lot of mr. Lovegrove.” 


] am glad then, return'd Jenny, that 
it happen'd as it did; becauſe other- 
wife I ſhould have been laid under an 
© obligation which it was not in my 


3X < power to requite.— It is of no im- 
X «© portance, my dear, interrupted lady 


Speck, either who is the obliges or 
the obliged I only want to be fully 
informed in the particulars of this 
« fooliſh tranſaction.“ | 


On this mr. Lovegrove repeated all 
that paſs'd between himſelf and Celan- 
dine, till their being carried before a ma- 
giſtrate ; and would have gone through 
the whole, but lord Huntley and fir Ro- 
bert Manley aſſiſted him in the reſt, and 
gave ſo pleaſant a detail of Celandine's 


behaviour on that occaſion as was highly 


diverting to the ladies. 


But though lady Speck laugh'd as 
well as her ſiſter and Jenny, and affected 
to appear equally unconcern'd at what 
ſhe heard; yet there ſtill remain'd ſome- 
thing on her ſpirits which ſhe could not 

forbear 
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forbear teſtifying in hee or the like 


terms: 
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The little narrative at concluded, 
—1 am very glad, ſaid 9 5 that no 
worſe conſequences attended this adven- 
ture ;—yet I cannot help being a little 


concern'd, that any thing ſhou'd hap 


pen to occaſion my name, or that of 
miſs Jeſſamy, to be mentioned before 
a magiſtrate, and ſuch a mob of people 
as generally croud in to be witneſſes 


of the deciſion he gives in caſes of this 


natur "Su 


No, madam, _ mr. Lovegrove 
haſtily,—1 do aſſure your ladyſhip that 


neither of you have any cauſe to be in 


— on that ſcore your names were 


eld too ſacred to be quoted as the | 


ſubjects of a quarrel ; and it was for 
this reaſon I refuſed to produce Celan- 


dine's anſwer to the billet I ſent him, 
—he having imprudently, I might ſay 


impudently too, inſerted them in that 
ſcrawl.“ 


6 How, cried lady g with the 


utmoſt impatience in her voice and 
eyes, let us ſee on what pretence the 


creature preſumed to take that liberty? 


Thou gh 
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Though it is more than probable that 
mr. Lovegrove was far from being diſ- 


¶ pleaſed at having this opportunity of con- 


vincing lady Speck in what manner ſhe 
had been ſpoken of by Celandine, yet 


J he ſuffer'd her to repeat her demand ſe- 


veral times over before he comply*d 


with it; and at laſt ſeem'd to do ſo with 
an extreme reluctance.” 


1 inteaded; adam, ſaid he, that no 


L eyes but my own ſhould have been - 


GS A AA _&a 


witneſſes of the unparallel'd audacity 
it contains; — but as your ladyſhip 
commands J ſhould: deliver it to you, 
neither can nor dare be diſobedient.“ 


Win cheſs words de toon nes 


he had received from Celandine out of 


his pocket and preſented it to her, — 


adding, at the ſame time,—* This, ma- 
dam, however will ſerve to prove, that 
X < beſides the firſt motive of my reſent- 


ment to him he ſubjoin'd another, not 
leſs deſerving the puniſhment I deſign'd.* 


Her ladyſhip ſnatch'd it out of his 
hand with emotions which it was not in 
her power to conceal; but having ſlight- 
ly look'd it over to herſelf grew a good 
deal more compos'd ; and forcing her 

countenance 


_ 
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countenance into a half ſmile, —* I doubt 
© not, ſaid ſhe, — but what mr. Love- 
« grove has ſaid of this billet has raiſed 
a curioſity in you all for the contents; 
© —] will therefore read it aloud for the 


advantage of the company. 


Well, ladies, —cried lord Huntley as 
© ſoon as ſhe had done, — though you | 
have not the good fortune to have your | 
«: merits peculiarly diſtinguiſh'd by this 
fine gentleman, you ought not bo fal! 
under too great humiliation, for you 
find he includes your whole ſex; and 

«* plainly avows he looks upon no wo- 
man worthy venturing the tremendous 
c diſcompoſure of his wel- tied ſword 
not,“ 


Here fellow d much merriment among 
them, which had perhaps continued lon- 
ger, as they were all perſons of wit, and 
had ſo ample a field for ridicule ; but 
it was now almoſt noon, and the ladies 
were not yet dreſs'd, for which reaſon 
the gentlemen thought proper to with- 
draw, and leave them to conſult their 
pans on thoſe charms that Celandine 


had affected to def piſe. 


Jenn and au Wingman chounht 
little of this adventure afterwards.z but. 
+ i 
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it made a very deep impreſſion on the 
mind of lady Speck ;—the delicacy mr. 
Lovegrove had ſhewn in laying the ſtreſs | 
of his reſentment on the affront Celan- 
dine had offer'd to her friend, and not 
on the jealouſy which ſhe plainly ſaw he 
had conceived of herſelf, open'd her eyes 
to thoſe merits in him to which her par- 
tial inclination for the other had made 
her ſo long blind; and ſhe now beheld 
both the men ſuch as they truly were, 
and not ſuch as her unjudging fancy had 
lately painted them. 


Aſhamed of her paſt folly ſhe had no 


conſolation bur in the care ſhe had al- 


ways taken to conceal it from the world: 


— as for mr. Lovegrove, whoſe goed 
opinion.ſhe was now moſt concern'd to 
preſerve, ſhe reſolved to behave towards 
him for the future in ſuch a manner as 
ſhould intirely diſſipate whatever ſuſpi- 
cions he might have entertain'd to her 
Prejudice. | 


It was undoubtedly the good genius, 


or better angel of this lady, which had 


brought about, however fortuitious they 
might ſeem, ſuch a happy concurrence 
of events as could not fail of awakening 
in her a juſt ſenſe of what ſhe owed co 


der 


» 144 
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her character, and that eſteem ſhe was 
naturally ſo ambirious of maintaining. 


What advantages ſhe received from 
this change of humour, and the emana- 
tions ſhe was at preſent enlightened with, | 
will hereafter be demonſtrated ;—in the 
mean time there are things of a yet more 
intereſting nature which demand the 
attention of the reader. N 


al bd Se d 


Contains, among other things, an ac- 
count of a very extraordinary, and 
no leſs ſevere trial of female forti- 
tude and moderation, 


- A CCORDING to all the obſer- 
vations which reaſon and a long ex- 
perience has enabled me to- make, hap- 
pineſs is a thing which ought to be to- 
tally eraſed. out of the vocabulary of ſub- 
lunary enjoyments ;—the human heart is 
Rable to ſo many paſſions, and the events 
of fortune ſo uncertain and precarious, 
that life is little more than a continued 
. ſeries of anxicties and ſuſpence : —what 
we purſue as the ultimate of our deſires, 
the ſummum bonum of all our wiſhes, 
fleers 
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fleets before us, dances in the wind, 
ſeems at ſometimes ready to meet our 
oraſp, at others ſoaring - quite out of 
reach; or, when attain'd, deceives our 
expectations, baffles our high-raiſed hopes, 


and. ſhews the fancy'd heaven a mere 


vapour. 


Nor is this to be wondered at, or in- 


deed much to be pitied in thoſe who 


place their happineſs in the gratification 
of their paſſions, which all of them in 
general tend to the acquiſition of what 


is far from being a real good; but 


there are ſome, though I fear an incon- 
ſiderable number, who, compos'd of more 
equal elements, wiſely avoid the reſtleſs 
aims, the giddy vain purſuits with which 
they ſee ſo many of their fellow creatures 
ſo intoxicated and a. N ; — would 
fain fit down contented with their lot, 
whatever it happens to be, and obſerving 
this maxim of thi poet, 


Not toſs and turn about their fe- 
veriſh will, 


But know their caſe muſt come by 
lying ſtill, | 


Vet not even theſe can find an aſylum 
from cares ; — though the ſoul, like a 


Kermit in his cell, fits quiet in the bo- 


ſom, 


. ————ů — > 
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_. Jomn, unruffled by any tempeſt of its own, 
it ſuffers from the rude blaſts of others 
faults ;—envy and detraction are ſure to 
taint it with their envenom'd breath ;— 
treachery, deceit and all kinds of injuſtice i 
alarm it with the moſt dreadful appre- 3 
henſions of impending danger, and ſhew 
the neceſſity of keeping a continual guard 
ainſt their pernicious enterpriſes.z — 
but above all, the ingratitude of friends 
is the moſt terrible to ſuſtain that an. 
guiſh which proceeds from the detected 
falſhood of a perſon on whom we depend 
is almoſt inſupportable; nor can reaſon * 
or philoſophy be always ſufficient to 
defend us from it, — as I remember to 
have ſomewhere read, 


Fate ne'er ſtrikes deep but when un- 
kindneſs Joins. 


This is certainly a very melancholy 
circumſtance; and the ſituation of the 
injured perſon's mind cannot - but be 
very uneaſy ;—after having placed an en- 
tire confidence in any one whom we be- 
lieve to be our friend, —after having in- 
truſted him with the deareſt ſecrets of 
our lives, and rely'd upon him for all 
the ſervices and good offices in his power, 
—then, I ſay, to find him baſe, ungene- 
rous and deceitful, is as poignant an 

WE” ___ affliftion 


— 2 
* 
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affliction as any to which language can- 
give a name. | 


I know not whether to be eternally 
deprived of a real and experienced friend 
by the ſtroke of death, be not a leſs 
ſhock than it is to loſe one, whom we 
have always believed as ſuch, by his own 
infidelity. —Under the former of theſe 
misfortunes we have the liberty to indulge 


many conſolitory reflections ;—firſt, that 


the great law of nature muſt be obey*d, 
and that there was an Fanny ee, ne- 


4 ceſſity for us to be one day ſeparated; 
2 ſecondly, in the hope that the perſon we 
X lament is a gainer by this change, and 


much more happy than mortal life could 
make him ;—and thirdly, though it may 
ſeem perhaps a wild idea, in ſuppoſing 
a poſſibility that he may be till a witneſs 
of our actions, be pleaſed at our remem- 
brance of him ; and, at the hour of our 
diſſolution, even be appointed our con- 


4 ducter to the celeſtial manſions : — but 


under the latter, that of being betrayed 
by a falſe friend, we can have no ſuch 
agreeable images before our eyes; — on 


| the contrary, —grief and deſpair for ill- 


requited tenderneſs and ſincerity, accom- 
panied with remorſe and ſhame for ha- 


ving made ſo unworthy a choice, muſt 
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be the only ſubjects of our PIR: me- 
ditations. 


Thus impoliible'i is it, for minds, the 
moſt ſerene by nature, to remain always 
wholly free from inquietudes of one ſha 
or other ; — Jenny, the heroine of this 
hiſtory, had a temper not eaſily diſcom- 

poſed, and well deſerved hat character 
which our Engliſh Sappho gave of a 
lady for whom ſhe had a perticular ve- | 
neration. 


Chearful as birds that welcome in the 
ſpring, 

No ill fuſpecting, nor no danger dread- 
ing; 

In . innocence ſecure and 
bleſs'd, 

She liv'd belov'd of all, and loving 
all. 


And yet ſhe met with ſomething, ; 
which, if it had not all the effect it wh 
have produced in moſt others of her 
ſex, was at leaſt ſufficient to turn that 
HG lately harmonious frame of mind into 
a kind of chaos and inextricable con- | 
fuſion. 


Thoſe arrows of vexation which the 


againſt 


baſe contrivances of Bellpine had levell'd } = 
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againſt her peace, had hitherto proved 
unſucceſsful z — they had either mils'd 
their aim, or, ſlightly glanc'd upon her 


without doing any real miſchief; but 


he now received a random ſhot, and 
from a hand which leaſt deſign'd to hurt 
her, that pierced her tender boſom to 
the quick, and left a wound behind which 
requir*d a long lengrh of time to heal. 


Since the adventure of Celandine the 
ladies had lived for ſome days in an un- 
interrupted ſcene of gaity ;—every day,— 
almoſt every hour, brought with it ſome 
new pleaſure or amuſement;—to heighten 
Jenny's ſatisfaction ſhe had receiv'd a 
letter from Jemmy, acquainting her that 
his buſineſs was now near being conclu- 
ded, and, that he ſhould very ſhortly be 
with her at Bath ;—he wrote to her on 
this account in terms ſo poſitive, that ſhe 

doubted not but his next would inform 
her of the day in which, he was. to ſer 
out from London. 


In that expectation ſhe ſent him an 
anſwer full of tenderneſs, expreſſing the 
ſincere pleaſure ſne took in N. hopes he 

gave her of ſeeing him ſo ſoon, and de- 

liring he would not let flip the firſt 
opportunity that preſented itſelf of ful- 

.f ling his promiſe 0 in effect, 


ſhe 
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| the thought this injunction very needleſs; 
for ſhe had that perfect confidence in 
him as to aſſure herſelf he would not 
lole a ſingle moment that might bring 
him nearer to her. 


But behold the ſwift viciſſitude of hu- 
man affairs; how in one inſtant are the face 
of things changed to the reverſe of what 
they were? The ladies had been at a Ball, 
which detain'd them till very late; —on 
their coming home, Jenny remembering it 
was the day that the poſt came in, ſhe aſk'd 
if no letter had been brought for her; and 
being told there was, and that it lay upon 
her toylet, ſhe wiſh'd the ladies a good 
night and ran haſtily to her chamber in 
order to peruſe the letter, which ſhe doubt- 
ed not but came from her dear Jemmy, 
with the certainty of his immediate ap- 
Proach. 


She was not, indeed, deceived in the 
former part of her conjecture — ſhe ſaw 
it was Jemmy's hand, and directed as 
uſual 


To miſs Ixssaur at Bath. 


But what was her r 
conſternation, —when breaking the ſeal 
and * the Paper with all the im- 
Patience 
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patience of the moſt warm affection, ſhe 
tound the contents as follows : 


“ Dear Angel, 
W HEN I acquainted you with 


that curſt engagement which an 
% unavoidable neceſſity has laid me un- 
« der, I little thought you would have 
„ reſented it in the manner you now 
+ ſeem todo; eſpecially when I aſſured 
you, with the utmoſt fincerity, that. 
« | would break from it as foon as | 
„ could find a pretence to do it with 
« decency ;—you might, methinks, have 
« known me better than to ſuſpect I 
% would omit any thing in my power to 
« haſten the happy minute of flying to 
ce your arms with a heart unencumber'd 
„ with any cares but thoſe of pleaſing 
4 you. | "> 


« If you return the paſſion I have ſor 
„% you with half that gratitude you have 
* ſo inchantingly avow'd, you will. 
repent, you muſt by this time repent 
« the pains you cannot but be ſenſible 
„ your cruel billet has inflicted on me. 


« I flatter myſelf with being able to 
'* ſee you ina few days at our uſual place 
of meeting; when, if you are as juſt 

3 — 
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as you are fair, you will be more ind 
% to him who is, | | 


„With an es flame, 
« My dear charmer, 
e Your moſt devoted, 
« And faithful ſervant, 
«© J. IESSAM Y. 


„P. S. If I have any friends among 
the intellectual world, I ſhall petition 
«© them to haunt your nightly dreams 
<« with the ſhadow of me, till propi- 
<« tious fortune throws the ſubftance at 
66 your feet.“ 


What now was the coca of Jenny? 


—ſhe re-examined the ſeal and the wid 
writing; — ſhe knew both too well to 


flatter . herſelf with a poſſibility of their 
being counterfeited; nor was it in her 


power to conceive that the engagement 


mention'd in the letter could be any 
other than that between herſelf and 


Jemmy.— Where are the words can fur- 


niſn a deſcription ? where is the heart, 
not under the fame circumſtances, that 
can be truly ſenſible of what ſhe felt? 


W and „ in theſe firſt mo- 


Ol | ments 
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ments were abſorbed in wild aſtoniſh- 
ment, convulſions ſeiz'd her breaſt, — 

her brain grew giddy, —her eyes dazzled, 
while attempting to look over again 
ſome paffages in this fatal letter, and her 
whole frame being agitated with emotions 
too violent for nature to ſuſtain, ſhe fell 
back in the chair where ſhe was ſitting, 
and every function ceas'd its operation. 


Her maid, who was waiting in her 
chamber, perceiving this, flew to her 
aſſiſtance, threw ſome lavender-water on 
her face, and -at the ſame time ſcream'd 
out for help; — Lady Speck and . mils 
Wingman, being that inſtant coming up 

ſtairs to their apartment, heard the cries, 
and ran into the room; — they found 
their fair friend without any ſigns of 
breath and motionleſs ;— they took hold 
of her hands and felt them bedew'd all 
over, as was her lovely face, with a cold 
dead damp, like that of the laſt agonies 
_ + Surpriſed and frighted 


of departing lite. 
| oo goa mea- 
ure, they cut the laceings of her ſtays, 
= -—raiſed her head, bent her ' gently for- 
wards,— apply*d hartſhorn to her noſtrils 
and temples, and every other remedy 
they could think of, till at length, either 
through their endeavours or the force 
15 D 4 of. 
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of nature labouring for itſelf, ſhe re- 
cover*d by degrees, open'd her eyes, and 
uttered ſome words, which though inar- 
ticulate rejoiced their hearts. Ph, 


Reaſon and recollection, however, were 
not as yet returnꝰd, and lady Speck finding 
her diſorder ſtill continued very violent, 
thought proper, late as it then was, to 
ſend for a phyſician, and in the mean 
time both ſhe and her ſiſter, as well as 
their women ſervants, who were call'd 
in, aſſiſted in putt ing her into bed, where 
ſhe was no ſooner laid than ſhe grew 
better; not only her voice but her ſenſes 
alſo were enough reſtor'd to thank the 
ladies for the trouble they had taken 
and to tell them, in order to conceal the 
real cauſe, that ſhe believed her diſorder 
was occaſion'd by her having danced too 
much that night. 185 e 


The phyſician being come, ſhe not- 
withſtanding ſuffer'd him to feel her 
pulſe, and promiſed to follow his pre 
ſcription, which was only a compoſing 
draught for that night ; though he depart- 
ed not without giving ſome items that 
his advice would be neceſſary next day. 


U 


The ladies, after having ſeen her take 
the doſe prepared for her, retir'd and 
. * | left 
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left her to the care of her own maid and 
lady Speck woman, who both ſat by 
her bed-ſide the whole remaindcr of the 
night. 


* 


An F. VE 


Treat: of many things as unoxpeFted 
by the perſons concern'd in them, as 
they can be by the reader himſelf. 


AD Speck and her ſiſter had no 
ſooner quitted Jenny's chamber than 

ſhe fell into a profound ſleep; waerher 
owing to the goodneſs of her conſtitution, 
the doctor's preſcription, or the fatigue 
ſhe had undergone, is uncertain, but the 
awoke next morning greatly refreſh*d, 
and mach more ſo in ſpirits than could. 
have been expected. gy 
She now call'd to mind all the parti- 
culars that had occaſion'd her late diſ- 
order ; and remembering ſhe had not 
put up the letter, order'd it ſhould be 
look*d for and brought to her; — the 
maid ſearch'd carefully about the room, 
but it being no where to be found, ſhe 
concluded that ſome; body muſt: have 
taken it away, and by that means a ſecret 
29901 D 5 would. 
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vould be divulg'd which ſhe had much 
1ather . have been - exernally con- 
ceal'd. 


But as this ſuggeſtion was only a ſud- 
den ſtart of female pride, of which ſhe 
had as ſmall a ſhare as any of her ſex, 


her good any je 4 4 eaſily got the 
ſaid ſhe to her- M8 
«© ſelf, the unfaithful man calPd his en- 


better of it “ I thi 


gagement with me a curſt engagement, 
and promiſed to break off if ſo, the 
* diſcovery muſt be made ſome time or 
other ;—it is therefore of little impor- 
* tance when, or by what means his 5 


« fidiouſneſs is reveal'd.? 


She was not miftaken indeed, — the 
letter had dropt from her hand as ſhe 
fainted, — miſs Wingman, during the 
confuſion, ſeeing a paper lie on the floor, 


took it up, and finding Jemmy's name 
ſubſcrib*d was curious to know the con- 


tents, and for that purpoſe put it into 
her pocket without any one | abſerving 
what, ſhe did. 


She kep t not from her. ſiſter the- — 


edge of "Thi: * N ſhe had com- 
as 


mitted, and n as they were alone 
together read it carefully over, examin'd 


ever * 3 n. their own re- 


4 flections 
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flections upon the whole, which, pre- 
judiced as they were with a belief of 
Jemmy's inconſtancy, were yet leſs un 
favourable to him in this point than thoſe 
of his offended miſtreſs. | 


They. were, however,, extremely in-- 
cens'd againſt Jemmy; and, ſincerely 
pitying the caſe of their friend, reſolved 
to ſay and do every thing they could to 
ſoften her affliction :—ait being near morn- 
ing when they went to reſt, the day was 
very far advanced. before they aroſe ; but 
they no ſooner had. quitted their beds 
than. they repair'd directly to. Jenny's 
chamber, and found her much leſs diſ- 

conſolate than they had imagined.. 


As that young: lady doubted not but 
it was either lady Speck or her ſiſter wo 
had taken. away her letter, or at leaſt 
ſome perſon who would not fail of com- 
municating it to them, ſhe had deter- 
mined, before they came, in what man- 
ner ſhe would behave on the occaſion, 


The ſiſters, on their part, were not. 
altogether ſo well prepar'd ; — they ex- 
pected not that ſne was as yet in a con- 

dition to endure much diſcourſe, eſpe- 

cially. on ſo tender and critical a point; 

they thought it * be time enough 
. 5 | | dA 
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to entertain her on that head when the 
firſt ſhock of her misfortune ſhould be 
over; and had not therefore well con- 
ſider'd how to break their knowledge of 
It to her. * 


This caution in them was certainly 
very prudent, as well as very kind; but 
Jenny had too much ſpirit and reſolu- 
tion not to render it unneceſſary :;—on 
their enterance ſhe ſtarted up in her bed, 
and ſaid to them with a ſmile, —< Igueſs'd, 
£ ladies, that your good nature would 
bring you hither, ſo was juſt going 
to riſe that you might be ſpared the 

„trouble.“ 


I am very glad, reply'd lady Speck, 
to find that a diſorder which ſeem'd to 
« threaten the worft conſequences is like- 
© ly to go off ſo well; — but, my dear 
© miſs Jeſſamy, I would not have you 
think of leaving your bed till your 
« health js alittle farther re-eftabliſh*d ;— 
21 will, order, added ſhe, breakfaſt to 
be brought in here,— and after that, 
would fain perſuade you to take ſome 

'« repole.' W 
The maid then going out of the room 
to fetch the utenſils for breakfaſt. In- 
« ſtead of this goodneſs, madam, ſaid 
| ibn Jenny. 


Jeux and JENNY Irss Au v. 6 
Jenny, your lady nip ought rather to 
« chide me for my folly ; — the incon- 
« ſtancy and ingratitude of mankind are 
not things ſo new and s to 
« juſtify that ſurpriſe and confuſion I was 


4 


© Jaſt night involv'd in. 


They look'd on each other at theſe 
words, but made no anſwer, —on which 
Jenny went on, — I ö am very ſenfible, 
« ladies, purſued ſhe, that neither of you 
are unacquainted with the cauſe of my 
* diſorder ;— the letter I received Jaft 
night has inform'd you of all, — nor 
am I ſorry it has done what my tongue, 
perhaps, might have faulter'd in per- 
forming.“ 


Since I have your pardon, wy dear, 
« reply'd miſs Wingman, I ſhall make 
no ſcruple to confeſs the theft which 
my curioſity made me guilty of; and 
J am the more ready to excuſe myſelf 
* for what I have done, as I am apt to 

think that the knowledge my ſiſter 

and I have of this affair may enable 
us to give you ſame little conſolation 

Sunder it IE. CRES 


Tes, my dear miſs Jeſſamy, rejoin'd 

lady Speck, you muſt believe that, 
though greatly intereſted in all thar 
ai concerns 
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© concerns you, our minds were leſs dif- 
« concerted than Y muſt naturally 
be on reading that epiſtle; and con- 
« fequently were in a better capacity of 
«. judging, and ſeeing into the heart of 
« him who, wrote it.“ 


And what can you ſee there, madam, 
« cried Jenny haſtily, but the moſt vile 
ingratitude and perfidiouſneſs PP —_] 
« am going about, ſaid that lady, not to 


"i palliate his crime; but I think it is your 
duty to thank Heaven, that by this 


incident of his directing to you what 
Vas doubtleſs intended for another, you 
« are convinced how. unworthy he is of 
« your. affection.” 


« Beſides,” cried miſs Wingman, per-- 
ceiving Jenny ſigh'd and made no anſwer 
to what lady Speck had ſaid, — methinks 


it ſhould pleaſe you to find, that if mr. 


Jeſſamy has lighted you for the ſake 
of miſs Chit, he flights her. alſo for 


. « ſome; other j and ſhe bas no leſs reaſon. 
to condeinn him than yourſelf.” '  : - 


I - 


* 


40410. 2 


Do you not think then that the letter 


c. was meant for her? demanded Jenny 


* haſtily,” No indeed, reſumed lady 
Speck, nor will you, When you con- 
. «ſider. more coolly on the matter, be- 


lieve 


_ © expence' of that reſpe& due from him. 
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* lieve that any man, much leſs one ſa 
* polite as mr. Jeſſamy, would write in 
* ſuch a ſtile and manner to a woman 
he intended for a wife. —— This woman, 
« purſued ſhe, is rather ſome petty 
* miſtreſs whom chance may have thrown 
in his way.” 


On this miſs Wingman, after having 
urged ſomething in deſence of what her 
ſiſter had ſaid, return'd the letter to 
Jenny, defiring ſhe would examine it 
again, and then tell them how far ſhe 
thought their opinion of it was unreaſon- 
able or improbable. 4 


Jenny obeyed this injunction with a 
great deal of readineſs ; and after having 

us'd for ſome moments on what ſhe 

d read. © I confeſs, ladies, ſaid ſhe, 
that the freedom mr, Jeſſamy takes: 
with this woman is little becoming of 
* an: honourable paſſion ;— but the more 
* baſe his inclinations are, the more 
« zxeaſon have I to reſent he ſhould at- 
tempt a gratification of them at the 


Sto the engagement he has with me. - 


Men will ſay any thing to gain their 
« point this way, ſaid lady Speck laugh 
ing ʒ and if hereafter you ſhalt find n 
1. . Ereater 
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greater cauſe of complaint againſt him 
than what this letter gives you, I ſhould 


_ © almoſt pity his inadvertency in expo- 


« ſing his folly to the only woman from 
whom it. moſt. behoved him to have 
« conceal'd it.* 


Juſt as ſhe had ended theſe words tea 
and chocolate were brought in, — after 
which, as the maids were preſent, no 
farther diſcourſe paſs*d upon this ſubject; 


hen breakfaſt was over, the ladies re- 


tired in order to dreſs; but not without 
conjuring Jenny to lie ſtill and endeavour 
to take a little more repoſe ; — ſhe pro- 
miſed to comply, but had nothing leſs 
in her head, being glad to be alone, and 
at liberty to make her own reflections on 
an event which had occaſion'd ſo great 
a change both in her ſentiments and hu- 


As ſhe had imagined, in the firſt hurry 
of her ſpirits on the receipt of this letter, 
that it was in reality wrote to. miſs Chit, 
and a demonſtrative proof of the truth 
of all that had been told her on that ac- 


count by lady Speck and miſs Wingman, 
it was no inconſiderable alleviation of 
her trouble, to be now, pretty well con- 
vinced, that inſtead of making his honous- 


able addrefles to a woman of co 
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he was only amuſing himſelf with an 
affair of gallantry,—a thing not much to 
be wonder*d at in a gentleman of his 

rs and gay diſpoſition 3; and her good 
ſenſe would doubtleſs have enabled her 
to forgive it, but for the promiſe he 
ſeem'd to have made to this new object 
of his flame of breaking through all en- 
gements, that he might devote him- 
ſelf entirely to her. ; 


This, in a man whom ſhe had always 
look*d upon and regarded as her ſecond 
ſelf, appeared ſo treacherous and ungrate- 
ful, that reſentment got the better of all 
the tenderneſs ſhe once had for him, and 
made her reſolve to take him at his 
word, and be the firſt to releaſe him 
from thoſe engagements he had treated 
in ſo unworthy a manner. 5 


Thus did the greatneſs of her ſpirit 
refuſe to yield to the impulſe of grief; 
—ſhe got out of bed, in ſpite of all the 
intreaties of her maid to the contrary, — 
put on her cloaths, — lock'd ſafely up 
the proof of her lover's infidelity ina 
little- caſket where ſhe kept her jewels, 
and would even have gone down into- the 
dining room as uſual, but found her 
limbs too weak to obey the dictates of 
her will z—ſhe threw herſelf into an eaſy 
| chair. 


66 e HISTORY T 
chair, and remain'd there for ſome time; 
in a ſituation of mind which only thoſe 
of my fair readers, who have experienc'd 
ſomewhat like the ſame, can | be capable 
of ber Fe | TEE 


She was in a deep reſvery when the 
ladies return'd to her chamber; — ſhe 


ſpoke chearbully to them, yet they plainly 


faw through all the vivacity ſhe aſſumed, 

that a heavy melancholy had ſeated it- 
ſelf u _ her heart; — they would not 
therefore leave her they order*d dinner 
to be ſerved up in that room; and when 
it was over, call'd for a pack of cards 
and obliged her to — one at ombre. 


They had play'd but a very! ſhort time 

a ſervant acquainted the two- ladies, 

that a man was below who ſaid his name 
was Landy ;—that he was juſt come from 


London, and had brought letters of the 


utmoſt. importance, which he was charg'd 


to deliver the moment of his arrival. 


« Bleſs me, — my mother's ſteward, 
« cried lady Speck.“ — Grant Heaven: 
c rejoin'd miſs Wingman, that no hurt 
has happen'd to her ladyſhip;— with 
theſe words they. threw the cards out of 
their hands _ ran ny down 


Jenny R 
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Jenny, who at another time would have 
been anxious for any thing that con- 
cern'd her friends, was now. too much 
ingroſs'd with her own affairs to give 
much regard to the exclamations theſe 
ladies had made, and return'd to thoſe 
reflections they had endeavour'd to divert 


her from. 


It was not long, however, before they | 


both came back, and with .countenances 
which denoted the moſt extreme ſurpriſe. 
Well, miſs Jeſſamy, ſaid the younger, 
+ I have done my beſt to conſole you, 
now you may do the ſame kind office 
to me:—all men are alike perfidious ; 
_ £ —there is no faith,—no honour in the 
whole ſex.* | . © | | | 


Aye my dear, cried lady Speck, 
* ſuch a monſtrous piece of villany is 
come to light as when you hear will 
make you forget every thing beſides.” 
* —All that you can gueſs 1s nothing 
to it, reſumed miſs Wingman but 
I will keep you no longer in ſuſpence; 
«£ —you muſt, know 1 have juſt received 
two letters, the one from my guardian, 
« ſir Thomas Welby, and the other from 
my Mamma; — ſhe would not truſt 

* the intelligence they contain'd by the 


« poſt. 
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© poſt for. fear of a miſcarriage, but ſent 

| c Ber own ſteward on — 2 to me ;— 
10 © you ſhall hear them both —I will be- * 
| „gin with that from fir Thomas.“ 2 


= 


1 She then took the letters ſne mention- 
1 ed out of her pocket, and read as follows: 


oF To miſs WinGMan at Bath. 


Dear miſs, 


0 1 Thank Heaven for putting it in 
„1 my power to diſcover to you, I hope 
time enough to prevent your ruin, as 
* wicked a deſign as ever enter de the 
« heart of the moſt profligate of our ſex 

* to attempt againſt. the innocence. of 
yours. fir 


. 


i _. « Tam aſhamed to think that a noble- 
man of lord Huntley's birth and per- 
[i © ſonal endowments can be capable of 
Ill  *©* deſcending to ſuch a low piece of vil- | 
0 4 Jany ;—yet ſo it is,.— I can aſſure you, 
„ my dear miſs, that nothing is more 
certain than that he is already mar- 
ic ried ;—his lady I believe is but lately 
« come from Ireland, and is at preſent 
« Jodged at the houſe of a particular 
« friend of mine; II both ſaw and ſpoke 
« to her ladyſhip under the pretence of 
| fo having 
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having ſome. buſineſs with my lord ; 
ſhe told me he was not in town, which 


indeed I very well knew, having been 


informed he had followed you down 
to Bath.—There are, beſides this, many 
other circumſtances to evince the 


truth; but as they are too numerous, 


and too long to be inſerted in the 
compals of a letter, I ſhall defer giv- 
ing you the detail of them till I have 
the pleaſure of ſeeing you. — My ad- 
vice to you 1s, that you put it not in 
the power of this unworthy lord to 


deceive you any farther, but return 


immediately to London ;—lady Wing- 
man 1s of the ſame opinion ; but as 
this letter will be accompanied with 
one from herſelf, I doubt not but it 
will have all the effect it ought to 
have on your behaviour. —I am 

With the beſt wiſhes, 

My dear charge, 
« Your very affectionate friend, 
And moſt humble ſervant, 
J, Way.” 


Jenny had no time to. expreſs. any 


pare of Her ſentiments on this occaſion ; 


—mils 


whereof were theſe: 
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— miſs Wingman had no ' ſooner ended 


her Guardian's epiſtle, thanſhe proceeded 


to that from her 'Mother, — the contents 


To miſs WINOMAN at Bath. 
„My dear child, 


605 I Cannot ſufficiently expreſs the trou- 
1 ble I am under on account of lord 


Huntley's baſeneſs, — the intelligence 
of which I firſt received from our good 


friend ſir Thomas Welby, and am 


% ſince but too much confirm'd in the 


« truth of it by ſome enquiries myſelf 


* has been at the pains to make; — 1 


« muſt conſeſs it was with difficulty J 


* liſtened. to any reports to his prejudice ; 


« —] could not tell how to believe iuch 


e foul deceit could be couch'd under a 


« form ſo;ſeemingly adorn'd with every 


“ virtue, as well as every accompliſh- 
«© ment befitting his birth; — but, my 
.« dear Kitty, we are never ſo eaſily be- 


« ouiled as by the appearance of honour 


ee and ſincerity; I tremble to think to 


« what dangers you are expoſed, while 


„ ſyffering yourſelf to be entertain'd 
with the inſinuating addreſſes of a man 
„ who can mean nothing but to involve 
you in eternal wretchedneſs 3 I con- 


* 
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« jure you therefore, — I command you 
« by all the authority, I have over you, 
« never to ſee him more; — to fly his 
« preſence as a ſerpent that watches to 
« blaſt your peace and reputation with 
« his envenomn'd breath; — I have ſent 
« Landy on purpoſe to bring you this, 
and to attend you to London; and 
„hope you will not detain him any 
longer than is neceſſary for your get- 
« ting ready to ſet out. Farewell. that 
& Heaven may have you always under 
«its protection, is the unceaſing prayers 


« of, 
My dear child, ü 
bo *© Your moſt affectionate mother, 
© K. Wincman,” ; 
P. S. Iam not now in a condition f 
„to write to your ſiſter; but defire you I 


3 <© will give my bleſſing to her; and let 
3 « her know that if ſhe ſtays behind you 

„ at Bath, as I ſuppoſe ſhe will, ſhe 

«© may expect to hear from me in a ſhort 
* time. In the preſent confuſion of my 
thoughts, Thad almoſt forgot my com- 
e pliments to miſs Jeſſamy, which pray 
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Jenny could ſcarce find words to ex. 
preſs her aſtoniſhment at what ſhe heard; 
——ſhe could not tell how to think lord 
Huntley guilty in the manner he was re- 

reſented ; and yet could leſs believe that 
fir Thomas Welby and lady Wingman, 
who ſhe knew had always favour'd his 
pretenſions, would write as they had done 
without having undeniable proofs of the 


Juſtice of their accuſation. 


The three ladies had a long converſa- 
tion together, the event of which will be 
ſeen in the ſucceeding chapter. 


WA ee 
n 1 


— / N 2 
KALE ANDY © LA . Brat? — 
CHAP. vll. 


Contains a brief recital of the reſolu- 
lian taken on the foregoing advice. | 


| ALONG the many who made their 
& aqdureſſes to miſs Wingman, their 
was none who had been fo likely to 
ſucceed as lord Huntley ;—ſhe reſpected 
him ſo well, that had the information 
againſt him come from any other hands 
than thoſe it did, ſhe would not have 
given the leaſt credit to it, but ſhe owes 
bg m 
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him not enough to reject the admont- 
tions of her friends, or to make her heſi- 
tate one moment if ſhe ſhould believe 
him guilty, or refuſe to condemn a per- 
fon whom they had found worthy of it. 


Gay as ſhe was by nature, ſhe teſtify'd 
not the leaſt reluctance to obey the com- 
mands of her mother in quitting Bath 
and all its pleaſures, and reſolved to do 
ſo without ſeeing lord Huntley before 
ſhe went, or being at the pains of re- 
proaching him with the crime he was 
accuſed of. 


But as ſhe ſeem'd a little deſirous that 
he ſhould ſome way or other be made ac- 
quainted with her knowledge of his per- 
idiouſneſs, and thought it as great an 
infringement of her mother's orders to 
write as to ſpeak to him any more, lady 
Speck was ſo obliging as ro tell her ſhe 
would take that taſk upon herſelf at his 
next viſit. 


Nor was it by this alone ſhe proved 
the affection ſhe had for her ſiſter; — As 
you were intruſted to my care by my 
* mother, ſaid ſhe, on our coming down 
*to Bath, I am very loth to part with 
* you till I have ſeen you ſafe again in 


her arms; — therefore, continued the, 
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« if miſs Jefſamy conſents, I ſhould be 
glad to return all together to London in 
the ſame manner as we left it.” 


Nothing could have been more agree- 
able to Jenny than this propoſal ; —ſhe 
was not now in a condition to reliſh the 
pleaſures of Bath, and longed very much 
to return to a place where perſons are at 
liberty either to ſee all the world or to 
live perfectly retired, as ſuits beſt with 
their humour or circumſtances, 


IJ am charm'd with your Iladyſhip's 
« deſign, cried ſhe, I could not have been 
_ © eaſy to have ſeen miſs Wingman torn 
from us in this manner; eſpecially on 
an occaſion which could not afford her 
any pleaſing ideas for the companions 
of her journey. 


Miſs Wingman made many acknow- 
ledgments to them both for this kind || 
offer, but at firſt refuſed to accept it; 
I think myſelf happy, added ſhe, in the 
« teſtimony you give me of your good 
* nature and friendſhip towards me; but 
£ I cannot ſuffer you to think of leaving | 
© this place juſt in the height of the | 
« ſeaſon, and returning to London, which 
is now a perfect wilderneſs, merely be- 

3 f « caulc 


: ny which I cannot Aſpenſe with.“ 


It is not to be ſuppoſed reaſonable 


that this young lady was much in earneſt 
in what ſhe ſaid on this ſcore; — the 


others, however, were too lincere to take 
her at her word; — and it was at laſt 
agreed that they ſhould all ſet out to- 
gether, as ſoon as every thing could be 
got ready for their departure, 


No company happening to come in, 


they paſs'd the whole evening in Jenny's 
chamber, where the converſation turnin 

chiefly on the diſcovery of lord Huntley's 
marriage, it ſuddenly came into lady 


Speck's head, that it would be better for 
her to expreſs her ſentiments on that oc- 


caſion by a letter, tham by holding any 
diſcourſe with a man whom ſhe could 
ſcarce think upon with any tolerable 
degree of patience. 


Miſs Wingman approving of her in- 
tention, her ladyſhip took Jenny's ſtan- 
diſh, and immediately wrote to ry in 
the following terms : 
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To lord HuxTLey. 


My Lord, TE 


I T is with an infinity of aſtoniſhment, 

and little leſs concern, that I find 
your lordſhip's propoſal of an alliance 
with our family, inſtead of an honour, 
is the greateſt affront that could poſ- 
ſibly be offer'd to it; I thought my 
ſiſter's birth, fortune, and character 


had ſet her above being attempted to 
be made the dupe either of a vicious 


inclination or an unmeaning gallantry ; 
for to what elſe than to gratify one 
or the other of theſe propenſities, can 
tend the addreſſes of a perſon who has 
already diſpoſed of himſelf to another ? 


% This, my lord, 1s ſufficient to con- 
vince you that we are perfectly well 


acquainted with your marriage; — 
after which I cannot ſuppoſe you will 
even think of continuing your viſits ; 
the only reparation you can make for 


a proceeding ſo unworthy of you, be- 


ing to ſhun henceforward the preſence 
of my much injured ſiſter, and alſo 
of all thoſe who have any intereſt in 
her happineſs or reputation ; among 


the number of whom you cannot doubt 
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« js her who is ſorry to ſubſcribe her- 
e ſelf, 


« My lord, 
% Your lordſhip's 
cs III-treated ſervant, 
„ M. Speck.“ 
This, after having ſhewn it to miſs 


Wingman and Jenny for their approba— 
tion, ſhe ſent by a ſervant to be left for 


lord Huntley ; but that nobleman com- 


ing not home till very late could do 
nothing in the affair that night; early 
the next morning lady Speck received a 
billet from him containing theſe lines: 


To lady Speck. 
« Mapan, 
s [ Received yours with more aſtoniſh- 
« ment than you could be capable of 
« feeling at the motive which induced 
« your ladyſhip to write to me in the 
* manner you did ;—lſo baſe, and withal 
“ ſo ridiculous a calumny, would have 
« merited only my contempt, had it not 
« reach'd the ears of perſons for whom 


„ | have the greateſt reverence : — No- 
thing is more caſy than for me to clear 


E 2 4 my 
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* my innocence in this matter; but as 
*I cannot bear to appear even for one 
«<< moment guilty in the eyes of my dear 
* adorable miſs Wingman, I beg your 
« ladyſhip will give me the opportu- 
* nity of juſtifying myſelf by letting me 
% know the name of my accuſer ; that 
% villain, who while he ſtabs me in the 
© back reaches my heart :—in confidence 
„ of your ladyſhip's generoſity in this 
point I will wait on you as ſoon as [ 
* am dreſs'd, promiſing at the ſame time 
* to intrude no more till this cruel 
« aſperſion is removed, and I ſhall be 
& fouhd to be what I truly am,—a man 
* of honour, and,. UNS Ay 


With the moſt profound reſpect, 
. « Madam, 
« Your ladyſhip's 
«© Moſt humble 


ec And moſt obedient ſervant, 


« HuNnTLEY.” 


The two ſiſters, who had imagined he 
would have been too much ſhock*d at 
the detection of his crime to have gone 
about to deny it, or to excuſe it,— cried 
out, that he had an unparalelPd aſſurance ; 

| f — that 
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that to behave in this manner was an 
aggravation of his guilt z and proved his 
ſoul as mean and abject as his principles 
were corrupt and baſe. | 


But Jenny, who was always ready to 
think the beſt, and beſides had the eyes 
of her reaſon leſs obſcured by paſſion, 
began immediatcly to entertain more fa- 
vourable ſentiments; — ſhe tound ſome- 
thing in this letter, which, in ſpite of all 
the appearances againſt him, made her 
believe there was a poſſibility of his being 
wrong d; — ſhe could not forbear com- 
municating her opinion to the ladies; and 
urg'd in the defence of it theſe argu- 
ments : | 


Lord Huntley is a man of ſenſe, 
* ſaid ſhe, and if he was ſo wicked as to 
be capable of acting in the manner that 
© has been repreſented, he could not be 
* lo ſtupidly weak as to deſire a farther 
explanation of it ;—certainly he would 
rather be intirely ſilent on that head: 
* —if guilty, what would his pretenſions 
© to innocence avail ?— his making any 
* noiſe in relation to a fact which, if 
true, may be ſo plainly proved, would 
* only ſerve to make his criminal deſigns 
more conſpicuous, and expoſe his vil- 
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© lany to thoſe who otherwiſe might hear 
nothing of it,” | 


All this is very true, my dear, re- 
ply'd lady Speck, but yet there are 
ſome men who have had the impudence 
and folly, not only to court but even 
actually marry a ſecond wife while tac 
former has been living, and perhaps 
too at leſs diftance than *tis likely lady 
Huntley was when he firſt made his 
addreſſes to my filter.” 


R A „ a GG «„ „ @a 


e-If will not enter into my head, re- 
ſumed Jenny, that lord Huntley 1s one 
of theſe, — nor can I think it quite juſt 
that a man ſhould be ablolutely con- 
demn*d without a fair trial, or even 
knowing by whom he is accuſed.” 


Lady Speck paus'd a little on theſe. 
words, and then faid,— that as ſhe was 


certain ſir Thomas Welby would not ſo 
poſitively aſſert a- thing, the truth of 


which he was not well Ale of, ſhe 


was half inclined to grant lord Huntley” 8 


requeſt, though it were only the more to 


confound him. 


dude had ſhe done ſpeaking in this 


manner when her woman came into the 


room, * told her that lord Huntley's 
ſervant 
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ſervant who had brought the letter, and 
had waited all this time for an anſwer, 
begg'd to know if her ladyſhip had any 
commands to ſend by him; — to which, 
after a ſhort conſideration, ſhe reply'd, 


— Yes, — he may tell his lord that I 
« ſhall be at home.“ 


Miſs Wingman had not open'd her 
mouth during this whole debate; but 
now ſhew'd, by her countenance, that 
ſhe was not diſpleaſed at the reſult; and 
*tis highly probable felt more impatience 
than ſhe thought proper to expreſs for 
what ſhould paſs in this important inter- 
view. | 


CHAP. VIII. 


Serves only to render the cauſe more 
intricate, and involve the parties 
concern'd in it in freſh perplexities. 
LA DY Speck had given orders that 
when lord Huntley came he ſhould 


be admitted, but no farther than the 
parlour. | . 


It would have been pleaſant enough 
Er any one to have obſerved the meet- 
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ing of theſe two; — he approach'd her 
with a profound reverence, but with a 
reſerve which had ſomething in it very 
4/1408 near akin to reſentment ; — ſhe return'd 
1/0 his ſalutation with an air all diſtant and 
1 auſtere; and they ſtood looking upon 
| one another for the ſpace of near half a 
minute without ſpeaking, 
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Lady Speck was the firſt that broke 
ſilence; — © I did not expect, my lord, 
« ſaid ſhe, that your lordſhip would have 
given yourſelf the trouble of making 
any viſits here, after what. I wrote to 


you laſt night.“ 
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© Itis not indeed, madam, a thing very 
common with me, anſwer'd he gravely, 
to go to any place where I have been 
once forbid ; but I am pierc'd in too 
tender a part to ſtand upon punctilios; 
both my love and honour are wound- 
ed,—gaſh*'d,—mangled in a moſt cruel 
and infamous degree; and it is only 
from your ladyſhip's juſtice and huma- 
nity that I can hope a cure. 
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Can you deny, my lord, that you 
are married, cried ſne. By Heaven! 
not married, - nor contracted, —return'd 
he cagerly: — nor, till I ſaw your 
charming ſiſter, defy the whole world 

| ; 1 8 4 to 
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to prove I ever made the leaſt propoſal 
« of that nature to any woman breathing.” 


Theſe words, and the manner in which 
they were deliver'd, began a little to 
ſtagger that belief of his infidelity which 
ſhe till now had thought herſelf confirm'd 
in:“ If any ts, fe your lordſhip 
« avers be true, ſaid ſhe, fir Thomas 
« Welby mult certainly have been im- 


poſed on by ſome very extraordinary 
methods.“ | 


Sir Thomas Welby, madam, retorted 
lord Huntley in great amazement 
is it then poſſible that he ſhould be my 
© accuſer Y—* There required a no leſs 
« ſubſtantial evidence, ſaid ſhe, to autho- 
« rize a ſuppoſition of your lordſhip's 
being guilty of. a crime like this: 
But you may ſee what he ſays, added ſhe, 

« preſenting him with fir Thomas's letter.“ 


J SG Ah. fn at 4: 


He read it haſtily to himſelf, and as 
ſoon as he had done ſo, — I perceive | 
© indeed, madam, faid he, that ſome un- 1 
common arts have been put in practice 
againſt me,—for what reaſon I am not 
able to conceive ;—fir Thomas's vera- 
city is well known to me, and I think 1 
he has been inclined to favour my pre- 

* tenſions ; — I doubt not therefore but | 
E 6 he | 


N c 
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* he will readily afford me his aſſiſtance 
< in diving to the bottom of this myſte- 
< rious villany z I am ſure I ſhall loſe 
no time, nor ſpare no pains to bring 
© the dark incendiary to light ;— but, 
« purſued he, I will trouble your ladyſhip 
© no farther, nor even aſk to ſee the ob- 
< ject of my fouPs deſire till my inno- 
© cence is fully clear'd, and I have proved 
« myſelt leſs unworthy of adoring her.“ 


He concluded theſe words with a low 
bow, and went directly out of the room, 
without waiting to hear what anſwer ſhe 
might have made to them. 


It was, perhaps, much for her eaſe that 
he did ſo; for ſhe was now in a conſter- 
nation at his behaviour little inferior to 
-what ſhe felt on the firſt information of 
his crime ;—his words, —his looks, —his 
reſolution, made a deep impreſſion on 
her ;— ſhe had ſeen grief and reſentment 
in his countenance, but nothing that be- 
token'd a conſciouſneſs of guilt ; — ſhe 
knew not what to think, — or how to 
form a right judgment of him, but ran 
immediately to Jenny and miſs Wingman 
to impart to them all that had paſs'd, 
and hear their ſentiments upon it. 


The 


EDS: Oi. Ä 


JeMMy and Jenny Jessamy. 8 5 


The latter of theſe young ladies was 


afraid of giving her opinion, probably 


leſt it ſhould be thought too favourable ; 
but Jenny preſently cried, that ſhe could 
almoſt lay her life upon his innocence : - 
Al dare believe, ſaid ſhe, that I have 
hit upon the real ground-work of this 


_ « ſtory; — the woman who would paſs 


for his wife is certainly no other than 
« ſome caſt-off miſtreſs of his, who either 
in revenge for his deſerting her, or to 
give herſelf an air, aſſumes the name 


6 of lady Huntley,” 


No, no, miſs Jeſſamy, interrupted 


lady Speck, it is impoſſible that fir 


Thomas would aſſert, in ſuch poſitive 


terms, a thing of this nature on ſo 


© ſender a. foundation, — I know him 
© better, —and there muſt be ſomething 
more in it than we can at preſent ſee 
into.“ 


While the ladies were in this dilemma 
lord Huntley, who the moment he had 
left lady Speck went in ſearch of his 
two friends, ſir Robert Manley and mr. 
Lovegrove, was now complaining to them 
of the aſperſion caſt upon him, and de- 
claring his reſolution of going to London 
with all poſſible expedition, in * | 2 
ot ct etect 
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dete& the primary author of that ca- 
lumny caſt upon him. 272 


Theſe gentlemen, who had known his 
lordſhip for a conſiderable time, and had 
never heard any thing like his having 
conſummated a marriage, were very much 
ſyrpriſed that ſo odd a ſtory ' ſhould be 
raiſed, and highly applauded his inten- 
tion of juſtifying himſelf as ſoon as he 
was able. | ow 


Both of them offer'd to be partakers 
of his journey ; — he told them he was 
greatly indebted to their friendſhip on 

this ſcore ; but that he hoped he ſhould 
ſoon return to Bath with the proofs of 
his innocence, and that it would be alto- 
gether needleſs for them to undergo the 
tatigues of accompanying him. 


Sir Robert Manley, however, inſiſted 
on going with him; — As for Love- 
« grove, ſaid he, I think he ſtands better 
« with lady Speck for ſome days paſt 
than he had ever done before, and it 
£ would be pity to take him from her 
© at a time when ſhe ſeems to. be in 
« ſuch favourable diſpoſitions towards 
© him z— but as for me, I have no mi- 
« ſtreſs, at leaſt none that will receive 
< my vows, and conſequently can have 

| © no 
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« no pleaſure equal to that of proving 
« my ſincerity to my friend ;—therefore, 
« my dear lord, added he, if you do not 
« ſuffer me to go with you in your coach, 
« you ſhall not hinder me from following 
« you on horſeback.” 


Lord Huntley was at laſt prevailed 
upon to take ſir Robert with him on 
this expedition; but though he hoped 
to return triumphant from it in four or 
five days at fartheſt, he would by no 
means hear of mr. Lovegrove's leaving 
Bath for never ſo ſmall a ſpace of time, 
while lady Speck continued there. 


They all dined together, after which 
ſir Robert and mr. Lovegrove left lord 
Huntley, the one to give directions to 
his man for every thing to be got ready 
tor his departure the next morning by 
break of day, and the other to pay his 
devoirs to his miſtreſs. 


Jenny, who would not be perſuaded 
to keep her chamber any longer, though 
not quite recover*d enough to go abroad, 
was now come down into the dining 
room, and miſs Wingman being reſolv'd 
not to appear again in any public place 
while ſhe remain'd at Bath, for fear of 
meeting lord Huntley ; lady Speck allo, 


in 
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in complaiſance to them both, would not 
go out of the houſe ;—ſo that mr. Love- 
grove, on his coming there, found them 
all at home. 


The firſt compliments were no ſooner 
over than the converſation began on lord 
Huntley's affair; — mr. Lovegrove left 
nothing unſaid that he thought might 
contribute to make them entertain a 
more favourable opinion of his friend ;— 
he remonſtrated to them the improbabi- 
lity of his being guilty in the manner 
he was repreſented ; and lady Speck and 

. miſs Wingman, in their turns, remon- 
' ſtrated the improbability that ſuch a ſtory 
could be raifed without ſome ſort of 
foundation; but Jenny, as ſhe had 
always done, fided with mr. Lovegrove, 
and took the part of the accuſed. d 


They were engaged in this diſpute 
when fir Robert Manley came in, — that 
gentleman, though expecting to be back 
in a ſhort time, was too polite to think 
of going without taking his leave of the 
ladies; hearing what ſubject they were 

upon, he ſeconded mr. Lovegrove's argu- 
ments, and ſo warmly defended the cauſe 
of his abſent friend, that lady Speck 
was obliged to cry out.— Well — well, 
let us have no more diſcourſe upon 
+} he ; [ & this 


% 


JxuMVY and JENNY JeEsSAMY. 89 
this head ;—it is time alone that can 
decide the point between us; for my 
« part, added ſhe, I ſincerely wiſh his 
* lordſhip my be found as innocent as 
« you would perſuade us to believe he is.” 


This is extremely generous in your 


$ © ladyſhip, reply. d fir Robert; but madam, 


continued he, addreſſing himſelf to 
« miſs Wingman, how happy ſhould 1 
make my friend if ] were permitted 
to carry to him the aſſurance that you 
* alſo join'd with your ſiſter in the 


ſame kind wiſh 


Lord Huntley may be certain, an- 


| © ſwer'd ſhe bluſhing, that I ſhould be 


very ſorry a crime like what is laid to 
* his charge ſhould be proved on any in 
* the world, much more on a perſon 
* whom I cannot deny but I once thought 


highly deſerving of my eſteem.” 


There paſs'd nothing more of 1. 
moment while they were together, whic 
was not very long, for the gentlemen 
were impatient to return to lord Huntley, 
who they knew was alone and ſtood in 
need of all the conſolation they could 
give him; — they ſtaid the whole even- 
ing with him, and rejoin'd him very 
early in the morning, at . which time * 
ct 
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ſet out with fir Robert on his journey to 


ee erf NTT s 
C'H AP. K. 


Has in it fome things of no ſmall im- 
portance, though at preſent they may 
appear too injignificant to be inſerted, 


. ORD Huntley being gone, and miis 
Wingman freed from all thoſe dan- 
gers her mother apprehended for her, 
there ſeem'd no neceſlity for that young 
lady's leaving Bath ; yet, as ſhe had re- 
ceived ſuch poſitive commands to do ſo, 


and Landy waited to conduct her, ſhe 


thought ſhe could not well excuſe her- 
ſelf from going: — Jenny, who was now Wl 
quite weary of the place, having loſt al! 
her reliſh for its pleaſures, ſaid all ſhe 
could to ſortify her in this reſolution ; 
and between them both lady Speck was 
prevail'd upon to think it right. 


Accordingly both the ſiſters wrote to 
lady Wingman, giving her an exact ac- 
count of all that had paſs'd in relation to 
lord Huntley, and aſſuring her that they 
ſhould throw themſelves at her a. as 

oon 


JeMny and JENNY JESAMY. 91 
ſoon as the neceſſary preparations could 
be made for their journey. 


But before I proceed any farther on 
the particulars of theſe ladies adventures, 
during the ſhort time they had now to 
ſtay at Bath, I think it highly proper 
that the reader ſhould be made fully 
acquainted with the ſeveral diſpoſitions 
their minds were in at preſent. 


As for lady Speck, the late behaviour 
of Celandine had render'd him fo deſpi- 
cable in her eyes, that ſhe wonder'd at 
herſelt for having been able ever to en- 
dure the converſation of ſuch a fop, and 
much more to have been won to a li- 
king of his perſon, the graces of which 
ſhe now plainly ſaw were chiefly owing 
to his milliner and taylor :—Mr. Love- 
grove, on the contrary, had ſhewn ſo 
much of the man of honour and of the 
reſpectful lover in what he had done, 
that ſhe heſitated not a moment if ſhe 
fnould give him the preference of all 
others who made their addreſles to her; 
and if ſhe could not as yet entirely over- 
come her averſion to entering a ſecond 
time into the bands of marriage, ſhe how- 
ever reſolved not to change her condition 
except in favour of him. 


Miſs 
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Miſs Wingman was in a ſituation very 
different from that of her ſiſter; — this 
young lady was of a humour extremely 
gay and volatile ; — ſhe had never been 
at the pains of examining into the emo- 
tions of her own heart; but ſhe now 
tound out a ſecret there which had hi- 


therto been conceaFd as much from her- 


felf as from the world ; — thoſe alarms 
with which ſhe had been agitated at firit 
on the accuſation againſt lord Huntley, 


and the pleaſure ſhe had fince felt in the 


aſſurances given her by fir Robert Man- 
ley and mr. Lovegrove, that it would 
be eaſy for him to prove his innocence, 
equally convinced her that he was not 
altogether ſo indifferent to her as ſhe had 
imagined ; and this it was which perhaps, 
more than obedience to her mother's 
commands, made her ſo eager to return 
to London, where ſhe thought ſhe might 
ſoon be inform'd of the whole truth of 
this affair. | 


But poor Jenny labour'd under ſen- 
ſations of a yet more unquiet nature, — 
ſhe had the confirmation of her lover's 
infidelity under his own hand; and whe- 
ther he was guilty to the degree ſhe had 
at firſt believed, of courting another 
woman upon honourable terms, yet he 

Eo could 
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could not but appear extremely criminal 
in the attempt of purchaſing the favour 
of one he intended only for a miſtreſs, 
with the contempt of thoſe ſolemn en- 


| gagements he was bound in to herſelf. 


In what other ſenſe, indeed, was it 
poſſible for her to underſtand the firſt 
paragragh in that letter, which by his 


| miſtake in the ſuperſcription had fallen 


into her hands, —“ Here is no room for 
doubt, cried ſhe, the meaning is ob- 
vious and explicit, — his heart renounces 
the obligation his father laid him un- 
« der, and which his own perjured tongue 
© 4 thouſand times has {worn he wiſhed 
no greater bleſſing than to fullfl.” 


The ungrateful man, continued ſhe, 
« ſhall find no difficulty in getting rid of 
me, — I ſhall ſpare him the pains of 
© ſeeking a pretence to break an engage- 
ment now grown ſo irkſome to him,— 
© nor ſhall I envy the woman to whom 
* his faithleſs heart is next devoted; 


« I ſhall always reflect on a diſtich I re- 


member to have read in the works of 


old Michael Drayton.” 


He that can falſify his vows to one, 
Will be ſincerely juſt and true to none. 


Thus 
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Thus in ſome moments did ſhe feel 
a kind of ſatisfaction in this early diſco- 
very of the inconſtancy of his temper ;— 
others again preſenting her with the idea 
of what ſhe once believed him, all that 
was juſt, generous, virtuous, and fin- 
cere, threw her into the moſt melan- 
cholly muſings ;—every innocent endear- 
ment that had paſſed between them from 
their tendereſt infancy till this great 

riod, came freſh into her memory, and 
made her deeply regret the finding him 
ſo much unworthy either of her love or 
friendſhip. 


It is certain, that befides the vivacity 
and flow of fpirits which are generally 
the companions. of youth and affluence of 
fortune, and keep affliction from ſeizing 
too forcibly the vitals, ſhe ſtood in need 
of all the good underſtanding ſhe was 
endued with to enable her to ſuſtain the ; 
ſhock of Jemmy's infidelity with that 
chearfulneſs ſhe wiſh'd to do: —in ſpite 
of all her endeavours, ſhe would ſome- 


times fall into reſveries which demanded 


other helps than thoſe ſhe received from 
within herſelf, to rouſe her from entirely, 


Though the natural ſprightlineſs of 
lady Speck and her ſiſter was very much 
| | abated, 
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abated, in the one by the ſecret remorſe 
ſhe felt for the encouragement the had 


| W given to Celandine, and in the other b 
42 her ſuſpence on account of lord Huntley, 
w yet neither of them were ſo taken up with 
4 their own cogitations as to neglect any 
at ching in their power to diſſipate the lan- 
8 gour they obſerved in their fair friend. 
1 | | 
5 But as it was Jemmy who had been 
m the ſole cauſe of her diſquiet, ſo it was 
at to him alone ſhe was now indebted for 
id her relief, the night before their depar- 
m WF ture ſhe received a letter from him con- 
or taining theſe lines: . 
To miſs JIEss Aux at BATH. 
ty 
ly My dear, dear JENNY, 
5 5 AM ſo happy as juſt to ſnatch an 
d I opportunity of acquainting you that 
a the wedding is over, —I wiſh to heaven 
ne that the revels for it were ſo too, that 
lat © | might be at liberty to get away; 


“for, beſides the impatience J am in to 
% ſee you, I am quite ſick of the inceſſant 
ed * noiſy mirth of thoſe who come to 
&« teſtify their joy on this occaſion z —I 
| “ do not doubt but they take me for 
„c the moſt dull, ſtupid fellow in the 
% univerſe ;—and indeed how ſhould it 
ch! be otherwiſe ? —In the midſt of dan- 
« cing 
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“ cing,—drinking,—laughing,— romp- 
ing, I am abſent ;— my heart is with 
% you at Bath, and repreſenting to me 
“ the more true felicities I might enjoy 
“ in your dear converſation :—they tell 
4 me, this hurry is to continue no longer 
&« than ſix days; but I think that an 
ce age, and nothing but my gratitude to 
« my old friend, for the care he has 
c taken of my affairs, ſhould keep me 
&« a priſoner here for half that tyme :— 
c be aſſured that as ſoon as I can pet 
&« free, I ſhall do little more than paſs 
&« through London in my way towards 
% you; — fo that if I am deprived of 
e participating with you in the pleaſures 
« of the place you are in, I ſhall at 
% leaſt have that of conducting you 
& home,—till when, I hope, I need ſay 
% nothing to convince you, that I am 


* Inviolably, and for ever, 
« My char Jenny's, 
Moſt affectionate 
„ And devoted 


„ J. JEsSAMY. 


Ham-Hall, 


* P. S. When we meet, you may ex- 


« pect a particular detail of what paſſes 


F 
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« here, and ſome deſcription of the bride, 
„ who has indeed a fine outſide, but I 
« am afraid wants a little of my dear 
Jenny's underſtanding ;—Harry, how- 
ever, finds no defect in her as yet, and 
„I heartily wiſh, for both their ſakes, 
&« he never may ;—every man's lot is not 
% ſo happy as mine. — Once more, my 
« dear Jenny, adieu for a ſhort time. 


This letter was a kind of clue to guide 
Jenny through the labyrinth of perplexity 
ſhe had been involved in; — ſhe knew 
very well that one of the gentlemen, ap- 
| pointed by the laſt will and teſtament of 
Jemmy's father for his executor and 
truſtee, had a ſeat call'd Ham-Hall in 
Bedfordſhire ; — ſhe had alſo heard that 
his ſon was about being married to a 
young lady of that county with a con- 
ſiderable fortune; — ſhe therefore eafily 
conceived that the engagement mention'd 
by Jemmy in that former epiſtle, and 
which ſhe imagined he had meant with 
herſelf, was in reality no other than being 
obliged to go down into the country on 
account of this wedding, f 


She immediately imparted to her two 
friends the letter ſhe had received, and 
alſo gave them at the ſame time an ex- 
planation of the myſtery which had given 
L Vol. II. 8 F her 
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her ſo much pain; both of them ſincerely 
congratulated her on the occaſion, eſpe- 
cially miſs Wingman, who took her in 
her arms crying out, — Did not I tell 
« you, my dear, that mr. Jeſſamy was not 
« ſo guilty as you imagined ?? — Aye, 
© replied Jenny, — but for all that he is 
© not. quite innocent, nor will he find me 
very eaſy to give him abſolution.“ 


« If criminal in no greater matters 
than a tranſient amour, rejoin'd lady 
Speck, I think you might forgive him, 
without putting him to the penance 
even of a bluſn by your reproaches.— 
In good truth we women have nothing | 
to do with the men's affairs in this point 
before marriage ;—and- as I now begin 
to believe, in ſpite of all I have heard 
to the contrary, that he addreſſes no 
other woman than yourſelf upon honour- 
able terms, theſe are but venial tranſ- 

reſſions, which you ought to over- 
look till you have made him your own. 
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They were diſcourſing in this pleaſant 
manner when mr. Lovegrove enter'd; 
he came to pals the evening with them, 
knowing their things being all pack'd up 
for their journey, they would not go 
abroad any more while they ſtaid at 


Bath. 
| Talking 
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Talking of the hour in which they 
intended to ſet out, he faid that he was 
extremely glad to know it, becauſe he 
would give orders for a poſt-chaiſe to be 
ready exactly at the ſame time, that he 
might not have the mortification of being 
left behind them even for a moment. 


Though he directed theſe words to 
the ladies in general, yet lady Speck 
knew very well they were meant only to 
herſelf ; and looking on him with the 


moſt obliging air, —* No mr. Lovegrove, 


ſaid ſhe, ſince you will needs be fo 
complaiſant as to accompany us, I ſee 
no occaſion for your travelling in the 
« way you mention ;—as your own coach 
© is not here, and there is a vacant. place 
© in mine, I am very certain we ſhall all 
be pleaſed to have it ſo agreeably Ald.” 


0 


He was ſo tranſported with this offer, 
that he could not reſtrain himſelf from 
catching hold of her hand and kiſſing it 
with the moſt paſſionate geſtures, — 
This is a condeſcention, madam, faid 
« he, which I never durſt have preſumed 
© to hope, much leſs to have requeſted ; 


b but it is the peculiar property of Heaven 
| © to prevent the petitions of its vaſlals 


F 2 by 


that, nor lady Speck 
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by bleſſings the moſt unexpected, as 


< well as undeſerved. F 


Miſs Wingman and Jenny, . 


they were likely to enter into a conver- 


fation which required no ſharers, with- 
drew to a window as if to look at ſome- 


thing that paſs'd in the ſtreet; ho far 


mr. Lovegrove improved this opportu- 
nity is not material to particularize; — 
the reader will eaſily ſuppoſe, that neither 

2 s$ good humour were 
thrown away _ him. 


C HAP. X. 


Ja digreſſion 972 no conſequence to be 
History, and may therefore either be 
read or omitted at diſcretion. 


FF? E ſun had made but a very ſhort 

5 N in his diurnal courſe, when 
1ady $; peck, miſs Wingman, and the ami- 
able e accompanied by mr. Love- 
grove, ſet out on their journey for Lon- 


don, eſcorted by Landy and all their 


men- ſervants on horſeback. 


- Oar fair travellers ſoon found Ithe ad- 
vantage * had gain'd by the invita- 
tion 


JEMMY and Jenny JESSAMY. 101 


tion given to mr. Lovegrove ;— the in- 
nate ſatis faction that gentleman felt on 
lady Speck's 7 behaviour towards 
him, dlkkuled itſelf through all his air and 
features, and added a double vivacity to 
his converſation; —he was all life, —all 
gaicty,—all ſpirits ;—he told a thouſand 
diverting ſtories, and ſung as many pretty 
ſongs ; ſo that if they had been more in- 
clined to ſeriouſneſs than they really were, 
it would have been impoſſible for them 
to have indulged any melancholy reflec- 
tions in his company. 


The day was near paſs'd over in this 
agreeable manner, when a ſudden ſtop 
was put to all their pleaſantry ;—one ef 
the hindmoſt wheels of the coach flew off 


its axis, and but for the coachman's un- 


common preſence of mind, in reſtraining 
the horſes that ſame inſtant, ſome miſchiet 
might probably have enſued ; — all the 
ſervants immediately alighted endeavour- 
ing to repair the damage, but in vain , 
— part of the ironwork was broke, and 
two ſpokes of the wheel had ſtarted with 
the ſhock :—this accident happened about 
five miles from the town where they had 
deſign'd to lie that night; but as there 
was a ſmall village pretty near, it was 
Judged proper to walk thither,. as the 
only expedient in this exigence ; which 

1 mM 
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they did with a great deal of alacrity and 
chearfulneſs, while the diſmember'd ma- 
chine, though with ſome Ty Was 
dragged after them. 


The accommodation they s here 
was indifferent enough ; but what defici- 
encies are there in nature or in fortune 
which good humour cannot ſupply ?— 
the ladies laugh'd heartily at their little 
pilgrimage, and mr. Lovegrove made 
them all ſcamper about the room by 
attempting to wipe the duſt off their 
ſhoes with his handkerchief. 


In fine ;—their be lodging, 
all that to perſons of leſs wit and more 
affectation would have been matters of 
the utmoſt mortification, to them ſerv'd 
only as ſubjects of diverſion, and occa- 
ſions a freſh pleaſantry. 


They aroſe next morning in the ſame 
chearful temper with which they had 
lain down; nor did it abate on being 

told that the werkmen who had been 
ſent for to mend the coach could not 
retend to make it fit to take the road 
for ſeveral hours: — as the place they 
were in afforded no other convenience to 
proſecute their journey, they reſolved to 
make a virtue of neceſſity, and content 
| themſelves 


SE & 
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themſelves with what was without a re- 
medy.—Mr. Lovegrove, however, took 
upon himſelf the office of caterer, and 
was ſo fortunate as to provide an enter- 
tainment ſomewhat leis inelegant than 
they had been obliged to content them- 
ſelves with the night before. 


But while dinner was getting ready an 
accident happen'd which contributed to 
maxe the time of their abode there ſeem 
ſhorter, by preſenting them with a new 
theme of converſation. va 


The woman who kept the houſe, after 
having gently open'd the door of the 
room where they were, came in making 
A curtſy at every ſtep. ſhe took, and ap- 

| proach'd the ladies with an, — © I beg 
| : pardons — 1 hope no offence, — but 1 
* have a poor gueſt below that would 
have me come up -i am very tender 
* hearted, —though God knows what ſhe 
is, or, who ſhe is,. for my part I never 
* ſaw her before laſt night in my whole 
* life, —ſo I have nothing to anſwer for 
on that account ;—and if ſhe be bad it 
is the worſt for herſelf, — that is all I 
have to ſay.” 


11 / nd. an” lh coach 


If you have nothing more to ſay, 
3 miſtreſs, cried mr. Lovegrove laugh- 


F 4 ing, 


— 
* 


8 


— —-— —— —— 
- 
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cumſtances, it muſt either 


* ing, I think you are very much to 
blame to loſe your time in telling us 
* ſo.'—+ I hope your lordſhip's worſhip 
and all their ladyſhips will excuſe me; 
Al am but a plain woman but God 
knows my heart I mean no harm;— 
* but as I was ſaying, a poor young wo- 
man, finding TI ad quality in my 
** houſe, has been baiting me this two 
* hours I am ſure to ſhew you a ſnuff- 
« box ſhe had got to ſell; — how ſhe 
came by it I can't tell; but this I muſt 
« ſay, that the does not look like a thief ; 
* though there are ſuch ſad doings in the 
1 . that one does not know who to 
+ trulft.” 


Let us ſee it, however, ſaid lady 
Speck.“ — * Aye, — aye, rejoin'd the 
others, let us ſee it by all means ;*—on 
this the woman produced the box, tho 


not without repeating ſeveral times over 
her former apologies. 


The box was a moſt curious Engliſh 
pebble, ſet in gold, with a hinge and 
lining of the ſame metal ;—they handed 
it from one to the other, and concluded 


that as it was a toy too genteel for the 


poſſeſſion of a perſon in very 7 cir- 
olen, or 


the real owner be reduced by ſome un- 
common 
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common diſtreſs to the neceſſity of part- 
ing with it. 8 


The bare ſuppoſition that this latter 
might poſſibly be the caſe, inſpiring them 


with a good deal of curioſity to know 


ſomething farther of the matter, they told 
the woman they would buy the box, but 
ſhould be glad to ſee the owner and bar- 
gain for it with herſelf, — on which ſhe 
went out of the room, but return'd im- 
mediately, bringing with her the perſon 
in queſtion. 


This, faid ſhe, is the young woman, 
* — ſhe ſays ſhe come very honeſtly by 
the box, —as I told your honours before, 
I know nothing of the matter, —ſhe is 
« quite a ſtranger to me, but I ſhall leave 
her with you, and if your honour and 
« ladyſhips' worſhips will be pleaſed to 
examine her you may-hap will be better 
« judges than I am ;—for my part I have 
* a great deal of buſineſs to do and can- 
not be ſpared any longer from my bar 
and my kitchen ;— indeed there is no- 


body but myſelf to take care of any 


* thing in this houſe, though I have a 
husband and a daughter at woman's 
* eſtate, as I may ſay, for ſhe is paſt ſour- 
teen, yet all hes upon me, ſo 1 hope 


your honours will excuſe me.“ 


_ „ 


11 


11 may be eaſily e ae that all the 


company were very glad to get rid of her 


impertinent babble, ſo readily diſmiſs'd 
her ; mr. Lovegrove telling her at the 
fame time, with an ironical complaiſance, 


that he was extremely troubled ſhe had 
waſted ſo many of her important minutes | 


on ſo trivial an occaſion. 


After this prating woman was gone, 
the young perſon ſhe had left behind, 
and who had enter*d no farther than juſt 
within the door, on being defir*d to come 
forward advanced with a flow and timid 
air, yet which had nothing in it of the 
appearance of a conſcious guilt ;— not- 
withſtanding the diſguiſe of an old 
faſhion'd long ridinghood, which cover'd 
her whole body, and even hid ſome part 
of her lovely face, there was ſtill enough 
to be ſeen to prepoſſeſs any beholder in 


Her favour. 


Her extreme MARY! for ſhe ſeem'd not 
to have exceeded fifteen or ſixteen years 


at fartheſt, the delicacy of her com- 
plexion, and of thoſe features which ſhe 


ſuffer'd to be expoſed to view, excited a 
kind of reſpectful compaſſion in the hearts 
of all thoſe ſhe ma. at Preſent with. 


Mr, 
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Mr. Lovegrove, who had undertaken. 


to be the ſpeaker, began with aſking her, 


if ſhe was the owner of the box before 


them; to which ſhe anſwering in the 
affirmative, —* I am very ſorry then, ſaid 
he, and I am certain that all here are 
« ſo, that any exigence ſhould oblige 
© you to diſpoſe of it.“ 


The viciſitudes of fortune, fir, re- 
«* ply'd ſhe with a becoming aſſurance, 
are too frequently experienced in the 
« affairs of life to raiſe much wonder, or 
to know much pity, except from the 
hearts of a generous few.“ 


* That is true, reſumed mr. Love- 
* grove ; but you are too young to have 
been ſubjected to them by any of thoſe 
ways the fickle goddeſs ordinarily takes 
to ſhew her power over the world ;— 
the diſtreſs you labour under mult 
therefore proceed from ſome un- 
common ſource, which if you thought 
proper to communicate, I dare anſwer 
you are now among perſons who would 
not only wiſh, but alſo make it their 
endeavour to leſſen the weight of your 
affliction.” | 8 F 
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She was about to make ſome reply but 
was prevented by lady Speck, who imme- 
diately ſubjoining to what mr. Love- 

_ grove had ſaid, —* There is nothing want- 
ii ing, cried ſhe, but the knowledge of 
1 vyour affairs to make me ſhew my readi- 
| «< neſs to ſerve you.” — The other two 
0 ladies ſpoke much to the ſame purpoſe, 
| eſpecially Jenny, who had taken a more 
8 
| | 
| 


1 than ordinary fancy to this fair one. 


After having thank'd them in the po- 
N liteſt terms for their goodneſs to one ſo 
| | altogether a ſtranger to them ;—* The ac- 
| * cidents of my life, ſaid ſhe, are little 
0 £ worthy the attention of this company; 
I 1! * but ſince I am commanded to repeat 
10 them I ſhall make no ſcruple to obey, 
| © on condition I may be permitted to 
|  * conceal the names of all the perſons 
* concern'd in them.“ 


They then aſſured her that they ſhould 
eontent themſelves with ſuch things as 
ſhe thought proper to impart, and, ma- 
king her ſit down, deſired ſhe would not 
delay one moment the ſatisfaction ſhe 
had promiſed, which requeſt ſhe com- 
. with, as will be ſeen in the ſucceed- 


* 
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zg chapter. 
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CHAP. XI. 


ha continuation of the ſame digreſſou, 
which however inſignificant it may 
appear at preſent, the reader wall 
bereafter perhaps be glad to turn 
back to the pages it contains. 


1 E young ſtranger having been 
made acquainted, before her coming 
up ſtairs, of the rank and condition of 
the perſons to whom ſhe was about to be 
introduced, would not ſuffer herſelf to 
be any farther intreated by them, but 
began to ſatisfy the curioſity ſhe had 
4 in theſe or the like words: 


« am the daughter of a gentleman, 
„ ſaid ſhe, who by living in his youth 
above the income of his eſtate, has 
been reduced to live below the dignity 
of his birth, in order that his children 
« may not, at his deceaſe, have too much 
% occafion to regret the ſituation in 
« which they ſhall be left. 


It is impoſſible for my P arent to 
* behave with greater 1 and in- 
+ dulgence, or to oy more fincerely 

ha anxious 
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„ anxious for the welfare of his poſte- 


« rity — ſenſible of his former miſtakes, 
«© he has often condeſcended to tell us, 
e that he looks upon us as perſons he 
« has wrong'd, by having waſted what 
ce ſhould have render'd comfortable the 
<« life he gave: — his affairs, however, 
« are not on ſo ill a footing but that he 
« ſupports his family in a genteel tho? 
©« not a grand manner; and if he lives 


d a few years longer, it is hoped will be 
<< able to leave the eſtate to my brother, 


«© now a ſtudent at Cambridge, born 
&« to inherit, free from all incumbrance, 
« except myſelf and a ſiſter ſome years 
« elder than either of us. 


&« As for a proviſion for myſelf and 
ſiſter, I have heard him ſay that his 
& ſcheme is, as ſoon as my brother 
e arrives at a proper age, to match him 
« with ſome woman of fortune, which 
% fortune ſhould be equally divided 
&« between us two, and a ſettlement made 


for her out of the eſtate. 


He never flatter*d himſelf with the 
expectations of any offers of marriage 
* to our advantage; nor though he gave 
« us all the accompliſhments. befitting 
«our ſtation in life, yet did he never 

encourage either of us to imagine that 


. 


. # F 
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« my father, charmed with the propoſal, 
hefitated not to comply with it, pre- 


: 
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aſk'd his permiſſion to make his ad- 


ed for me might be given to my 


have rather ſuffer'd me to loſe ſo ad- 


55 portion. 1 


without money we had any thing in 
us capable of attracting a heart worthy 
our acceptance. 


« But to my great misfortune he found 
himſelf miſtaken in this point; — a 
gentleman of a very large eſtate, hap- 
pening to ſee me at a friend's houſe 
where I ſometimes; viſited, took an ex- 
traordinary fancy to me; and after 
ſome neceſſary enquiries concerning 
my birth, character and circumſtances, 
came to wait upon my father and 


dreſſes to me; adding at the ſame 
time, that he deſir'd nothing but my- 
ſelf, and whatever fortune was intend- 


ſiſter. e 


« This laſt was a prevailing argument 
with my father, who, dear as I believe 
I then was to him, would perhaps 


vantageous a match, than have con- 
feſs*d his incapacity of giving me a 


«© But how fatal did this act of gene- 
roſity in my lover prove to me 


«vided 


1 
ir 
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« vided my conſent might be obtain'd, 
e which in his heart he reſolved from 
« that moment to compel me to grant, 
« in caſe he ſhould find me refracory 


54. 6% 1K. 5 


WW It will doubtleſs ſeem a little ſtrange 
Wi « to you, continued ſhe, that I ſhould 
1 c mention as a misfortune what you 
© might expect a girl in my precarious 
« ſituation would have rejoiced at, and 
| « been elated with as the greateſt good 
1 that could have befallen her; — the 
« world I know condemns my follv,— 
J condemn myſelf, - yet was it as im- 
« poſſible for me to act otherwiſe, as it 
« 1s to repent of what I have done. 


* 


) 
- 


« You will perhaps imagine that he is 
«« ſome deformed and loathſome creature, 
« but I aſſure you he is. not; for I muſt 
« do him the juſtice to acknowledge, 
« that, making an allowance for his 
« ape, which by his own account is pretty 
„ near fifty, few men. can. boaſt. of ha- 
« ying a more agreeable perſon ; — that 
« he has alſo a good underſtanding, — 
« a great deal of ready wit, and is very 
« facetious in.converſation ;—but all. this 
% was, inſufficient to engage my affection, 
„ and I have a certain delicacy in my 
4 nature, if I may ſo call it, which. wi 
not permit me, on any conſideration: 


Whatever, 


. 
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e whatever, to give my hand where my 


c heart will not go along with it. 


« The aſtoniſhment I felt on being 
« firſt inform'd of the new conqueſt { 
« had made, was ſucceeded by an ade- 
« quate proportion of horror at being 
«© commanded by my father to receive 


that gentleman as the perſon ordain'd 


« by Heaven and him to be my husband, 
« and to look on ſuch an alliance as the 
« oreateſt bleſſing that could be beſtow'd 


"Y upon me. 


« I bluſh*d,—I trembled, and had not 
% power to make the leaſt reply, till be- 
«ing urged to ſpeak, I recollected, as 
« well as I was able, my ſcatter'd ſenſes, 
« and cried, though with a broken and 
« faultering voice, that I was too young 
« to think of marriage; to which my 
« father ſternly anſwer*d, — © Be guided 
« then by thoſe who know how to think. 
« for you ;* — and with theſe words left 
me to conſider on what he had ſaid. 


« The ſame day my lover dined with 
us, as I afterwards found, by the ap- 
e pointment of my father, who, as ſoon 
as the cloth was taken away, retired 
„to his cloſet, pretending he had ſome 
letters to write, and left me to enter- _ 

& tain 
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« tain this gueſt, or rather to be enter- 
„ tain'd by him with the declaration of 
« his paſſion. 


He made it, indeed, in the moſt re- 
« ſpecttul rerms;—he told me, that ha- 
“ ving loſt his wife in bringing a ſon 
“ jnto the world, he had reſolved never 
« to transfer the affection for her to any 


« any other woman; — that he devoted 


© near two and twenty years to her me- 


_*© mory ; — that during the whole time 


of his widowhood he had never ſeen that 
& face till mine which had the power to 


<« alienate his thoughts from the grave 


„ where ſhe lay buried; — but that he 


no ſooner beheld me, than he felt new 


« life and new deſires rekindling in him ; 
| « —remember'd that he was a man, born 


to enjoy the ſocial delights of pure and 


& virtuous love, and at the ſame time 
6 found it was with me alone he could 
% partake them. 


“ As this ſort of converſation, and in- 
& deed every thing relating to love, was 
entirely new to me, I made but very 
% aukward replies, and was ſo little able 
* to expreſs my real ſentiments to him on 
that head, that I afterwards found he 
$4 took what I ſaid as the effects of ſim- 
8 plicity 


, // WW © 
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« plicity and baſhfulneſs, rather than any 
« averſion either to him or his propoſals. 


«© My father, who poor man rejoiced 
ein this opportunity of making my for- 
« tune, ſeem*d highly pleaſed with the 
« account my lover gave him of my be- 
% haviour z — he told me I was a very 
good girl, and that he doubted not but 
& that I ſhould deſerve the happineſs 
« Heaven was about to confer upon 
eme: * but, ſaid he, though the mo- 
« deſty with which I hear you received 
« this firſt declaration was very -becom- 
« ing in a maid of your years; yet, as we 
have agreed the wedding ſhall be con- 
„ſummated in a few days, I would: have 
you grow leſs reſeryed on every viſit 
* he makes you, —accuſtom yourſelf to 
“ treat him by degrees with more free- 
dom, to the end that when you are 
% made one, you may not be too much 
* ſtrangers to each other. 


„ This ſo frighted me, that I. could 
&© not. forbear crying out with ſome vehe- 
* mence, — Oh, fir! I conjure you not 
&© to talk in this manner, — I never can 
think of being married to him. 


©: The look my father gave me at 
&« theſe words will always be imprinted 
; on 
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on my memory. — * Never think of 
being. married to him ! ſaid he, then 
never think I am your father ;—think 
rather of being an utter alien, — an 
outcaſt from my name and family ;— 
think of begging, —ſtarving,— of in- 
famy, contempt and wretchedneſs. 


<« Theſe cruel expreſſions coming from 


the mouth of a parent, who till now 
had always uſed me with the extrem- 
eſt tenderneſs, cur me to the very 
ſoul I threw myſelf at his feet, —[ F 
wept, — I befeech'd him to moderate 
his paſſion, and proteſted, as I might 
do with the greateſt ſincerity, that the 
thoughts of offending” him was more 
terrible to me than thoſe of death it- 
ſelf. | | 


* 


40 He appear d ſomewhat mollify'd 


with theſe ſubmiſſions ;—* Child, ſaid 
he, raiſing me from the poſture I was 


in,—you cannot be fo ignorant as not 


to know what I do in this affair is 
wholly for your happineſs ; though, 
indeed, whenever Heaven is pleaſed to 
call me hence, it would be an infinite 
ſatisfaction to me in my dying mo- 


ments that I left one of my daughters 
independent. — I could wiſh, added 


he, lo»Khg towards my ſiſter who fat 
: 7 | * at- 
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« at work in the room, that ſhe had an 
« offer equally advantageous. 


nk « If J had, fir, reply'd ſhe pertiy, I 


= e ſhould ſcarce be ſo mad or lilly as to 
n. run the riſque of diſobliging, you and 
« at the ſame time of ruining myſelf by 
« refuſing it.“ | 
a The beautiful ſtranger was in this part 
„ ol her little hiſtory when ſhe found her- 
vo I {lf oblig'd to break off by ſeeing dinner 
1 brought upon the table; — ſhe would 
e have withdrawn till the company ſhould 
+ be more at leiſure ; but they inſiſted, in 
, the moſt ſtrenuous terms, that ſhe would 
X be their gueſt ; to which, after making 
: ſome tew apologies, ſhe conſented. 


. © WP. nt 
Conclades the diſtreſiſul narrative. 


A S the waiters were preſent, nothing 
was ſaid during the whole time of 
dinner, concerning the ſubject which that 
neceſſary appendix to life had interrupt- 
ed; but the cloth was no ſooner: taken 
away, than the three ladies, as well as 
mr. I. ovegrove, teſtify'd the intereſt they 
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took in their fair gueſt's affairs, by their 


impatience for knowing the event. 


She reply*d to the many complaiſant 
things they' faid to her with ſuch an air 
and grace as convinced them, more than 
any thing ſhe had related, that ſhe had 
indeed been educated in the moſt gen- 
teel manner, and alſo been accuſtom'd to 
converſe with perſons of the belt faſhion 
and greateſt politeneſs. 


But though the diſcourſe that paſs'd 
between them, on the ſcore of mere civi- 
lity, might very well deferve a place in 
this work, I ſhall omit the repetition, as 
it might be apt to make the reader's 
attention wander from the main point; 
and only ſay, that ſhe proſecuted her 


4 


66 My Ska: ſaid ſhe, now 8 


4 ſcended to talk to me in the mildeſt, 


« and withal in the moſt pathetic ſtile; 
« —he endeavoured to allure my young 
« heart by enumerating and diſplaying 


« the pleaſures that attend on wealth 


4% and grandeur ; — he remonſtrated to 
*. me, that the circumſtances of our fa- 


„ mily would not permit his children, 
-«-efpecially his daughters, to be directed 
6s only by inclination in the article of 


— e marriage; 
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« marriage ; and that as I could find no- 
« poſſible objection to my lover but be- 
« ing ſomewhat too old, gratitude for 
5 « the happineſs he was ready to put me 
jn poſſeſſion of, might very well attone 


* 


: « for that defect. b 
n « You ſay you cannot love this gen- i 
: ** tleman, continued he; but pray what } 
5 « is this paſſion that is call'd love but a : 

« yain deluſion, an ignis fatuus of the 4 

« mind that leads all that follow it 7 
d «* aſtr ay ;—fuppoſe, rejecting the certain 2 
i. good, fortune now puts into your power, A 
n and you ſhould hereafter fix your 1 
aj * fancy either on ſome one who has not 6 
5 * the means of ſupporting you, or on I 
5 * one who returns not your affections, * 
r how truly miſerable would be your ö 
| « ſtate | 51 4 
% «* I could find no arguments to oppoſe 1} 
„ | © againſt thoſe he urged, and could } 
« only anſwer with my tears, —till being | £ 


8 ce bid to ſpeak, and the command ſe- 
g « yeral times repeated, I at laſt ſobb'd 
h | 

0 
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« out, — that I would make uſe of my 
e utmoſt endeavours to obey him, 


I know not whether his meanaces 
d * at firſt, and his perſuaſions afterwards, 
of might not have made me at that time 
: ol ; e * promiſe 
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„ promiſe to do every thing he would 
% have me; but ſome company coming 
« in, Juckily perſerved me from adding 
e to the guilt of diſobedience that of 


6 deceit. 


% Theſe viſiters ſtaid with us till 
« very late, ſo I was reliey'd from any 
« farther perſecutions for that night; 
cc but the next morning at breakfaſt 
te they were renew'd, and as I had no 
ce heart to conſent, nor courage abſolute- 
** ly to refuſe, I could only beg him to 
allow me a little time to bring my 
« mind to a conformity with his will. 


« It is certain that my averſion to this 
« match ſeem*d unreaſonable even to my- 
« ſelf, and I did all I could to conquer 
« jt; but my efforts to that purpoſe be- 
« jng fruitleſs, I ſet myſelf to conſider, 
whether to live under the everlaſting 
« diſpleaſure of a father whom I revered 
« and loved, perhaps turn'd out of doors 
« by him and expoſed to poverty and 
& contempt, or to paſs my whole life in 
« opulence with the man I hated, would 
e be the leaſt of evils. 


« Oh, ladies how impoſlible is it to 
« repreſent what it was I telt while thus 
« employ*d ; — to which ſoever of. theſe 
« ways I turn'd my thoughts I was all 
% horror 
1 | 


t 
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e horror and confuſion ; — the preſent 
« jdea ſeemed ſtill the worſt; — I was 
« diſtracted, — irreſolute, and fluctuated 
« between both; and all I knew of my- 
« ſelf was, that I was wholly incapable 
« of ſupporting either. 


« To heighten my affliction, though 
« Thad many acquaintance, I had no one 


„friend on whom I could de end for 


« aſſiſtance or advice ;— my ſiſter, wha 
« by the rules of nature ſhould have 
60 png my diſtreſs, rather added to it 
ce by all the ways ſhe could invent. 


«© Indeed ſhe never loved me, and I 
e have reaſon to believe I owe great 
« part of my father's ſeverity to her in- 
« fſinuations; — I will tell you an inci- 
e dent which confirms me in that be- 
lief, —it was this: 


« The very ſunday before the mis- 
fortune I am now reciting befel me, 
© a young gentleman happened to fit in 
a pew juſt oppoſite to mine,— he fix*'d 
« his eyes upon me with ſo much earneſt- 
« neſs, during the whole time of divine 
“ ſervice, that I could not help obſer - 
* ving him with ſome confuſion ;—after 
* we came out of church, turning my 
head back on ſome occaſion, I per- 
“ ceived he followed me, though at a 

Vol. II. G „ diſtance 
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diſtance ; but when I came near our 
door, the footman who attended me 
ſtepping betore to knock, he advanced 
hattily and came time enough to make 
me a profound reverence juſt as I was 
entering the houſe; — I was a little 
confounded, as I had never ſeen him 
before; I return'd his eivility, how- 
ever, and went in; — my ſiſter, who 
had not been at church that day, was 
looking out of a window and beheld 
this pailage ; — ſhe rallied me a little 
upon it, and aſk*'d me who that pretty 
fellow was that came to the door with 
me II told her the ſimple truth, and 
it pais'd off till we were going to bed, 
when one of the maids told me, in 
her preſence, a fine young gentleman | 
had watch'd the footman as he was 
going out on ſome errand, and aſk'd 
him abundance of queſtions concern- 
ing me ; thought it a little ſtrange, 
but ſaid nothing, nor did my ſiſter 
ſeem to take much notice of it. 


« I thought little of this adventure, 
but found ſhe afterwards made 2 
handle of it, not only to poſſeſs my fa- 
ther with an opinion that I rejected the 
lover he recommended te me for the 
ſake of one who was my own choice, 
but alſo to reproach me as having en- 


couraged a clandeſtine courtſhip. 
1 3 
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« ] mention this only to ſhew how 
« deſtitute I was of any conſolation what- 


4 ſocver; but in the midſt of perturba- 


« tions, which almoſt deprived me of 
« my ſenſes, an expedient ſtarted ar 
« Once into my head, which flatter'd me 
« with ſome ſmall proſpect ot relief. 


« My lover appeared to be a man who 
&« wanted neither good ſenie nor 3 
« roſity; and I fancied that if he knew 
« the true ſtate of my heart, the ore 


| « would ſhew him the extreme madneſs 


e of marrying a woman who had ſo utter 
« a diſlike to him, and the other make 
« him aſhamed of rendering miſerable 
e the perſon he pretended to love, 


On this foundation I built my hopes, 
& and reſolved on his next viſit to make 
« him thoroughly acquainted with the de- 
e plorable condition to which I was re- 
« duced by his unfortunate paſſion z and 
eto beſeech him to withdraw his preten- 
C fjons as of his own accord, and wichout 
« hinting to my father that any thing in 


g * my be viour had been the cauſe, 


But alas! —T had no ſooner con- 
© triv*d this project, than I found the 
« impracticability of putting it into execu- 

; * - dE ade. tion ; 
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tion my father had a cloſet which 


opened from his bed-chamber, was be- 


& tween that and the dining-room, and 
« divided from the latter but by a thin 
partition. 


Good God, continued this afflicted 
„ fair one, how every thing conſpired 
« againſt me, — my father had always 
„% kept the key of this cloſet himſelf, but 
« now had given it to my ſiſter, and I 
& ſoon found for no other purpoſe than 
that ſhe ſhould. hear from thence what 
„ paſs'd between me and my lover, and 
« give him an account. 


Though J only ſuſpected this at firſt, 
ce but was certain of it when being call'd 
« down from the chamber where I lay 
* to receive my lover who waited for 
« me in the dining-room, I ſaw, as 1 
« croſs'd the ſtair-caſe, the ſhadow of 
„my ſiſter paſſing haſtily into the very 
« cloſet I have mention'd. 


m 


The old gentleman was in great 
good humour that day, and perha 
my tears and prayers might have work'd 
* on him the effect I wiſh'd, had I not 
ce been ſo unhappily diſappointed of ma- 
«« king the experiment. | 


o 


«© Having 


— — 
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«© Having taken notice, I ſuppoſe, 
« that I wore no watch, though indeed 
& I had one, but it being out of order 
« was {ent ſome time before to be mend- 
« ed he brought with him a fine repeater 
'« ſet round with diamonds, and begg*d 
e me to accept it;—as I knew who was 
« witneſs of our converſation I durſt not 
« refuſe his preſent, and much leſs talk 
« to him in the manner I had intended. 


* 


“I knew not then what courſe to take, 
« but at laſt bethought me of employing 
« my = to give him that information 
« which my tongue was deprived of all 
opportunity of doing ;—accordingly I 
rote to him in this manner: 


« SIR, 


* LE is only in your power to ſave me 

from the worſt of miſeries, that of 
«* a forced marriage ;— my father is in- 
“ exorable to my tears, and reſolute to 
« compel me to be yours; but not all 
« his authority, your merits, nor my 
* juſt ſenſibility of them can ever bring 
„ my heart to conſent to the union you 
„ propoſe :— in fine, I cannot love you 
* as a husband, but ſhall always regard 
* you as the beſt of friends, if you fore- 


* go the claim parental power has given 


ms 
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you, and refuſe that hand, the acceptance 
of which would infallibly make you 
no leſs wretched than myſelf; — con- 
ſider therefore, fir, what it is you are 
about, and drive not an unhappy 
maid to deſperation ; for be aſſured I 
1 ſeek relief in death rather than 


Tours. 


« This I folded up, but neither ſealed 


nor directed it, as I deſigned to flip it 


into his own hands as he ſhould be go- 
ing away from his next viſit z — but 


here again my ſcheme was fruſtrated, 


my father coming home before he went 
away and waiting on him down ſtairs, 


% The enſuing day, however, I thought 
myſelf more fortunate ;—he came, and 
buſineſs calling him away ſomewhat 
before his uſual hour, I follow'd to 
the dining-room door and gave him 
the paper, ſaying at the ſame time,— 
I beſeech you, fir, to conſider ſeriouſly 


on the contents of this, — and make 
no mention of it to my father.“ 


He look'd very much ſurpriſed, and 
ſeemed as it about to open what I gave 


him; but I clapp'd my hand haſtily 
1 upon 


N 
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“ upon his, — crying, — For Heaven's 
& ſake take care what you do, this is no 
<< proper place z'—and with theſe words 3 
& turn'd quick into the room to prevent 
« any queſtions he might have made. 


7 7, OT Ie 1 
"A. * - 
» It > Ware > 
: r 


« My heart flutter'd a little at the ſtep 
« had taken; — ſuſpence is a very un- 
« eaſy ſituation; but as I thought it im- 
« poſſible that any man would venture 
« to marry a woman who had wrote to 


d « him in the manner I had done, I grew 
it « more compoſed, and flept much better 
-( that night than for ſeveral preceding 
ut ; “ ones. 
, 
nt „But, oh! how ſhort lived was my 
8. « eaſe, and how terrible a ſurcharge o; | 
« of woe did the next day preſent me 
It with; —my father, who went out ſoon 
d «© aſter breakfaſt, return'd not till the 
it © cloth was laid for dinner, and then 
0 « only to tell me that he had been with 
n % my lover all the morning; that every 
- thing was concluded between them; 


y « and that the ah. ſhould be 1o- 
e & lemnized at our houſe the evening of 
“the ſucceeding day. 


Judge, ladies, of my condition; — 
the convict at the bar feels not more 
* horror at the ſentenc: of approaching 
. | G 4 <« fate, 


2 
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«© night, that I believe I mi 
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« fate, than I did at the event which J 
«© had vainly flatter'd myſelf was far re- 
« moved from me; — the amazement ! 
« was in kept me for ſome moments in 
« a kind of ſtupid filence ;— my father 
« was ſo taken up in directing my ſiſter 
« what preparations ſhe ſhould make for 
« this affair that he regarded not my con- 
„ fuſion, till grief and deſpair unlooſed 
« my tongue, and I cried out, —Oh, fr, 


« did you not fay I ſhould have time?“ 


« Time, reply'd he, can any time be 
c more lucky for you than this, when 
« you are going to have the fame ſettle- 
& ment as if you brought ten thouſand 
© pounds? your lover is ſo pleaſed with 
« the pretty trick you play'd him laſt 
ght have got 
« more for you if I had inſiſted upon it; 
«« but this was his own offer, and it is 
„ very well ;—we are going together to 
« my lawyer's to order the writings.” 


« My fiſter then aſk'd him if he 


c would not dine, to which he anſwer'd 


* in the negative, and after giving her 
« ſome farther inſtructions, left us to 


return to his intended ſon-in-law, who 
ec he ſaid waited for him at the choco- 


4 


„ late-houſe. | 


Dinner 
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F = Dinner was preſently brought in,—T 
! « ſat down, but could not eat a bit; — 
A « my ſiſter, who ſince the death of my 
: « mother had been houſe-keeper and 
x « affeted to be very notable, talked of 
r e nothing but the hurry ſhe ſhould be in, 
Land what ſhould be the firſt, =and 
d « what ſhould be the ſecond courſe of 
, « the wedding fupper ; for though there 
9 « were but two or three friends to be in- 
« yited, yet my father had order*d that 
« every thing for this dreadful ceremony 
* ſhould be ſet forth with as mat elegance 
« as poſſible. 


« On my making no reply to al ſhe 
« ſaid, ſhe told me I was a ſullen fool, 
and did not deferve my good fortune; 
« —[ had no ſpirit to enter into any al- 
ce tercations with her, ſo flung. from the 
table and retir'd to my chamber to 
vent thoſe cruel agitations with which 


Cc J was now more than ever over- 
40 whelm' d. 


at „ d 


r 


© OO we 


« The firſt refletions that occur to 
* me were on this hated lover's being, 
« pleaſed, with the paper I had given 
him, and telling my father that I had 
« play'd him a pretty trick. — What, 
« cried I to myſelf, is it not enough that 
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* he neglects my complaits, — muſt 
he alſo inſult me for them, and turn 
* my grief into deriſion? | 


« But I had no time to waſte on this 
©: ſubjet, — my doom was fix' d, and I 
* muſt either fly or tamely ſubmit to it; 
«© —] reſolved on the former whatever 
* ſhould be the conſequence, and now 
e thought of nothing but the means of 

& accompliſhing it. 


<« Tt was not long before I determin'd 
% on what courſe to take; I have an aunt 
c married to a merchant at Cork, — I 
te believe ſhe will grant me her pro- 
tc tection,. I am going, however, to make 
the experiment, and if ſhe refuſes, muſt 
content myfelf to earn my bread either 
ce by going to ſervice or working at my 
66 e 8 


* 
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CHAP. XIII. 


May properly enough come under the 
denomination of an appendix to the 
three laſt preceding chapters, as con- 
taining ſome things which ought to 
baue been inſerted in them. 


* E fair fugitive now thought ſhe 
had related all that was expected 
from her; but lady Speck, perceiving 
ſhe had done ſpeaking, prevented what 
any of the reſt of the company would 
have ſaid on that occaſion, by crying out 
haſtily, —* Madam, you have not given 
© us an account of the manner of youn 
* eſcaping the misſortune- you ſo much 
dreaded ; — we ſee you here, but know 
not by what means you are ſo, without 


which your hiſtory will be imperfect.” 


Ga «a «a 


"a Þ 1 have been too 
circumſtantial in- ſome parts of my 
narrative, reply'd ſhe, I was cautious 
not to weary out your patience by any 
farther particulars of an event ſo little 
« deſerving your regard; — but as you 
are fo good to afford me your atten- 

| G6 tion, 
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tion, I ſhall readily make you a detail 
of whatever paſs'd from the moment 
of my reſolving to fly my father's 
houſe to that of my arrival at a place 
where I have the honour to be ſo ge- 
nerouſly entertain*'d; and I am the 
more glad to do it, as there is indeed 
one thing which, in common juſtice to 
the gentleman who made his addreſſes 
to me, I ought not to have omitted.” 


« As to my departure, purſued ſhe, 
« nothing was more eaſy to be accom- 
« pliſh'd ;—no one ſuſpected I had any 
« thoughts of it, ſo no care was taken 
« to prevent my flight, either by con- 
«« fining my perſon or ſetting any body 
* to obſerve my motions ; — but I was 
„ willing to take fuch of my things as I 
« could conveniently carry with me; 


. « this requir*d ſome contrivance ;—there 


<. was no poſſibility of ſending a trunk 
« or portmanteau out. of the houſe, there- 


4 fore found I was obliged to leave 


„ every thing behind me which I could 
“ not be the porter of myſelf. 


My ſiſter was mighty buſy all that 
« afternoon in her domeſtic affairs; — 
% employ'd that time in looking over 


„ my wearing. apparel and made the 
beit aſſortment of them J could, 


ſelect- 
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« ing thoſe which I thought I could leaſt 


e ſupport the want of; — my fine laces 


&« [cramm'd into a handkerchief, in order 
« to put into my pockets ; and the more 


« bulky part of my linnen, with ſome _ 


« upper garments, I tied in two pillow- 
« cafes, and then eſſay d whether I could 
« carry them on each ſide under my 
«© hoop-petticoat, and found I could do 
« jt very well z — certainly theſe vaſt 
« French hoops were invented . chiefly 
« for the convenience of thoſe who carry 
« about them what they want ſhould 
« be concealPd.” 


Not only mr. Lovegrove, but the 
ladies themſelves laugh'd heartily at this 


reflection on their mode; — but they 
would not interrupt her, and ſhe went 


on : 


&« Finding I was able to walk under 


e the burthens I had prepared, at leaſt 
« as far as out of the ſight of our houſe, 
« J put them all together into a large 
„ trunk, pack'd up as they were, ready 
« for a march next morning; for I 
« thought it not adviſeable to go that 


„ night, as lying at any houſe in town 
% might endanger a diſcovery, and I 


« knew that no carriage of any kind 


would ſet out before day-break. © * 
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« After this I ſat down and conſider'd 
what more was to be done before 1 


went away,—my father till now” had 


always been moſt indulgent to me,— 
humour'd me in every thing ; and 
even this laft act of power, cruel as it 
was, I know was kindly meant ; — [ 
could not therefore think of leaving 
him, perhaps for ever, without letting 
him ſee I had not quite forgot the 


reverence I owed him. 


I then took pen and paper and wrote 


- letter to him ;— I cannot remember 


exactly the expreſſions I made uſe of, 


but know they were as pathetic as 


could be dictated by a heart over- 
flowing, as mine was, with filial love 
and grief. | 


« I told him that I had exerted the 
hole force of my endeavours to obey 
him — that my reaſon and the inſur- 
mountable averfion I. had to the match 
he propoſed, had occaſionꝰd conflicts 
in my breaſt which life could ſcarce 


ſuſtain ; that I fled not from the pre- 
ſence of the beſt of fathers, but to 
avoid being guilty of a deed, which 


would have been yet more grievous 


to him;—begg'd him to forgive me, 


and 
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« and to reſt aſſured that to what exi- 

« gencies ſoever I. might be reduced in 
« this forlorn and helpleſs condition, 
« nothing ſhould tempt me to bring 
« diſgrace upon my ROY or diſhonour 
« to myſelt. 


« Having finiſh'd this melancholy 
« epiſtle, I threw it into the drawer of 
« a little eſcrutore, deſigning to take it 


d with me in the morning and ſend it to 


„i my father by the penny-poſt ; — but, 
good God ! how great was my con- 

« fuſion, when happening to look over 

« ſome writings I have there, I know 

« not for what reaſon, for I had nothin 

« which I fear'd ſhould be expoſed after 

« T was gone, one of the firſt things I 

laid my hands on was the very paper 

« I had wrote to my lover, and 


„ I had given to him. 


« ] did not preſently conceive how 
« this could be; — I knew I had wrote 
«© no copy, and. that it was the ſame 
« which I had been certain of having 
« deliver'd to him; but * I re- 
“% member d, that not being able to give 
d him on the day I tended, Fed 

t it into this drawer to prevent its 
eing ſeen by any accident and this 
6 « rcllion convinced me, that woe 
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« of a letter of complaint he had re- 
« ceived from me a fooliſh love ſong, 
de though ſet to very good muſic, which 
« a lady of my acquaintance had deſired 
« me to write out for her, and I thought, 
« as I could not find it, I had dropt it 
« from my pocket, It began thus: 


« Deareſt Damon would you ſhew 
% What a faithful man can do, 
- _-- <6 Lose me ever, 

: Leave me never. 


She was proceeding, but mr. Love- 

ove was ſo highly diverted with this 
incident, that he could not forbear inter- 
rupting her, — By Heaven, madam, 
« faid he, it would have been cruel in 
you to have made us loſe ſo agreeable 
a part of your hiſtory.“ 


The ladies expreſs'd themſelves in much 
the ſame manner ;—< I cannot help laugh- 
ing, cried lady Speck, to think of the 
old gentleman's tranſports on receiving 
ſo fond a remonſtrance from his young 
miſtreſs; - Nor I, ſubjoin*d miſs Wing- 
© man, at the idea how much he muſt 
© be mortified when he found himfelt 
deceived.— For my part, ſaid Jenny, 
in a more ſerious air, I pity the poor 
* man, and am heartily ſorry for t 

b ; HT, 0 lady, 
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lady, who but for this miſtake might 
© not perhaps have been driven to the 
« neceſſity of quitting her father's houſe.? 


It is utterly impoſſible, madam, re- 


| « ply'd the other, reſuming the thread 


« of her diſcourſe, to know what would 
« have happen'd, had this not been the 


„ caſe; — I was, however, ſo much 


« ſhock*d at the thoughts of what I had 
« done, that I reſolved to let him con- 
e tinue in his error no longer than I had 
« it in my power to convince him of it; 
« —to this end I incloſed the letter I- 


had deſign'd for him in another piece of 


« paper, in which I wrote, — I think to 
« this effect: 

ce SIR, 2 
ec 18 H E filly paper, which by miſtake 
1 I put into your hands, muſt cer- 
« tainly have given you a very odd opinion 
© both of my underſtanding and ſin- 


s cerit y. 


„This will, however, undeceive you 

« as to the latter, by ſhewing you I meant 
« not to diſguiſe the true ſituation of my 
&« heart, which had you ſooner known, 
4 prongs I might not have been the 
« wretch I am but it is now too late, 
« and all the hopes I flatter'd myſelf with 
| e from 
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* from your generoſity and compaſſion 
4% are vaniſh'd into air. 


« Yes, fir, the agreement made be. 
«© tween my father and yourſelf drives 
„ me from all I once thought happineſs; 
« but beg you to believe that I ſhall 
« always retain a grateful ſenſe of the 
« advantages offer d me by your love, 
„ how miſerable ſoever it has made me, 
and ſhall never ceaſe to wiſh you may 
« long enjoy all thoſe bleſſings in lite 
which cruel deftiny denies any part 


« of to 5 
| «« The forlorn, &c. 


« To this, continued ſhe, I added 2 


« poſtſcript, to let him know that I left 
« behind me the watch which he had 
* been ſo good to preſent me with, and 
e doubted not but my father would re- 
turn it to him as ſoon as my flight 


2 ſhould be diſcover' d. 


Having diſpatch'd all that I thought 
„ neceſſary for my going, my mind for 
« ſome moments was as eaſy and com- 
« poſed as if the preparations I had been 
* making were only for a journey of 
« pleaſure ; — but alas, the ſad occaſion 
«* ſoon recoiled upon me, and fill'd me 
with moſt gloomy Is. 
2 z « My 
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« My father came home in the even- 
« ing in ſo jocoſe a humour as hinder'd 
« him from obſerving that melancholy 
« which I could not elſe have been able 
« to hide from him; — he had, indeed, 
« been drinking more freely than he was 
« accuſtom*d ; and I found alſo by 
« what he ſaid, that my lover, by toaſt- 
« ing my health too plentifully, had 
« render*d himſelf incapable of waiting 
« on me that night. 


“ Nothing material happen'd after- 
« wards to the time of my elopement, 
« which every thing ſeem'd te favour 
« —my ſiſter went very early in the 
« morning to Covent-Garden to buy 
nad © fruit for the deſert, taking one of the 
ind MW © men with her to bring home what 
re- Pre ſhe made ;— the other was 

„ buſy in cleaning the plate; — all the 
«© maids were in the kitchen, and my 
father was yet in bed; — ſo the coaſt 
ht being entirely clear, I tyed my paniers 
for to my ſides, — ſtuffed my pockets with 
m- « as much as they would contain, and 
en vent directly out of the houſe without 
of being ſeen by any body; though I be- 
on © lieve whoever had met me would not 
ne MW have gueſs'd in what manner I was 
* equipp'd 1 made all the haſte I 

could 
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could out of the ſtreet however, —ſtept 
“ into the firſt hackney coach I found, 
% and drove to a place where I remem- 
«* bered to have ſeen ſecond-hand cloaths 
„hung up for ſale, —there I bought this 
«© riding-hood, which I thought would 
be fome kind of a diſguiſe, 


“ Briſtol being juſt oppoſite to that 
ec part of Ireland where my aunt lives, I 
& had no other route to take; but in the 
„ hurry of my thoughts, had never once 
* conſider'd that as I had ſecured no 
4e place in the ſtage- coach it was a thou- 
« ſand againſt one if there would be any 
« room for me in it at this ſeaſon of the 
8 


J did not forget, however, in my 
* way to the inn, to put the letters I had 
© wrote to my father and lover into the 
«* penny-poſt, but found when I came 
ce there the coach was not only full but 
% had ſet out above an hour before ;— 
<« this put me into great perplexity; but 
& I was now embark*'d on an expedition, 
ce and muſt go through it ſome how or 
* other; — the Windſor ſtage was juſt 
« going out, and had a place which I 
« gladly fill'd, in order to be ſo far on 
my journey. 55 


«© On 
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tept 8 
_ « On my arrival there, I was at as 
em- great a loſs as before; but being told 
1the „ that if I hired a chaiſe to Maidenhead 
this I might poſſibly find a place in ſome 
uld MW © one or other of the coaches that put in 
« there, I took this advice, but would 
« not lie in that town leſt I ſhould be 
hat „ ſeen by ſome perſons of my acquain- 
s, | MW « tance that lived there, ſo drove on to 
the « this village, which I thought would 
nce „ anſwer my purpoſe as well, as I ſhould 
no catch the coaches as they paſs'd by this 
ou- „ morning; — I got up very early that 
my I might be ready for the firſt, for it 
the was indifferent to me in which I went, 


provided they took the road I wanted 
eto go; but my hopes deceived me, 
every one that came this way was full. 


« But this was not the only, nor the 
ne IM © worſt diſappointment I met with at 
ut IM © this place ;—having laid out what looſe 
— money I had about me, I thought to 
ut have recourſe to my purſe, in which, 
n, 8 © beſides ſufficient to defray the ex- 
or if © pences of my journey, there was a 
iſt MW © diamond ring which had been my mo- 
I i © ther's, and a medal which I ſet a high 
2n value upon ;— not finding it preſently 
„ was very much alarm'd, — I pull'd 

« every thing out of my pockets that 
n 6 were 
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«* were in them, but the examination only 
ce ſery'd to convince me that what ! 
© ſought was loſt; — I know not hoy 
e this accident happen'd, nor is it of any 
importance. | 


It is eaſy to conceive how terrible 
&« a misfortune this was to a perſon in 
* my preſent circumſtances ;— I ſhould 
& have been driven to the laſt deſpair, if 
“ a thought had not occurr'd to me, that 
& the little box 1 took the liberty of 
“ ſending by the woman of the houſe 
* might be acceptable to ſome one or 
ce other of this company.“ 


Here ended all ſne had to ſay, but the 
concluſion was accompanied with ſome 
tears, which notwithſtanding robb'd the 
eyes from which they fell, of no part of 
their luſtre. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Contains much matter for edification, 
but very little for entertainment, 


1 E diſtreſſes of a beautiful perſon 


have a double influcnce over the 
heart, —thoſe misfortunes which the dig- 
nity of our nature obliges us to com- 
miſerate, excite a more kindly warmth, 
a more intereſted concern, in propor- 
tion to the lovelineſs of the object we lee 
labouring under them. 


There was ſomething in the air and 
whole behaviour of this young ſtranger 
which, join'd to the calamity of her pre- 


ſent condition, had a kind of magnetic 


farce capable of attracting both reſpect 
and compaſſion in minds leſs generous 
and gentle than thoſe of the company 
ſhe now was with, 1 


They thank'd her for the pleaſure ſhe 


had given them in the recital of her ad- 
ventures, and at the ſame time teſtify*d 
the moſt affectionate concern for the 
cvent. | 


* 


Each | 
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Each having expreſs'd ſome part of | 
their ſentiments on this occaſion, lady 
Speck drew her ſiſter and Jenny aſide, 
and, after a ſhort whiſper between them- 
ſelves, all return*d again to their ſeats, 
and the former addreſſing herſelf to their 
unfortunate gueſt, ſpoke in this manner : 


© We cannot think, madam, ſaid ſhe, 
of depriving you of a thing which an 
< unforeſeen neceſſity has oblig*d you to 
* expoſe to ſale; but if you pleaſe to 
receive a ſmall eontributien in lieu of 
< a purchaſe, we ſhall take your accep- 
« tance as a favour done to ourſelves.” 


With theſe words her ladyſhip put ſix 
guineas into her hand, which ſhe took, 
bow*d and bluſh'd, though not half fo 
much as Jenny did, who was extremely 
ſcandaliz'd at the meanneſs of the pre- 
ſent, though ſhe did not think proper to 
diſcover her opinion of it at that time. 

On this mr. Lovegrove, who doubt- 
leſs had his own refleftions,—cried haſtily 
out,—* Then, ladies, ſince you will not 
buy the box I will,—I have a mind to 
make a preſent of it to a lady,” — <1 
proteſt 1 will not have it, ſaid lady 
Speck ;*—" Nor I, rejoin'd miſs Wing- 
: | f | c m an * | 
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man ;*—* Nor I, cried Jenny. —“ You 
need not be under this agitation, ladies, 
reply'd he ſmiling, for I aſſure you, 
it neither was nor is my intention to 
make an offering of it to any of you.” 


a a «a A „ 


They all looked a little grave at hear- 
ing him ſpeak in this manner, but ſaid 
nothing, while he counted ten guineas 
out of his purſe and preſented to the fair 
fugitive with one hand, and with the 
other in the fame moment took up the 
ſnuff- box, which had all this time lain 
on a ſide-board near which he ſat; — 
This, madam, ſaid he, is an equivalent 
believe. | | [40 


* 3 


He then put the box into his pocket 
P P 


with a very ſerious air, but immediately 


taking it out again laid it into the lap 
of the owner; — You are the only per- 
* ſon, madam, ſaid he, to whom I ought 
to make this preſent, — be pleaſed to 
accept it as a token of my ſincere 
© reſpect for a lady who at your years 
© can have behaved with ſo. much fot- 
© titude and reſolution.” | 


All the ladies were highly pleaſed at 
the gallant turn he had given to this 
affair; but the obliged perſon Was ſo 
much overwhelm'd with the ſenſe ſhe 

. 1 tad 
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had of ſuch an unexpected act of gene- 
roſity, that ſne was able to expreſs her 
gratitude only in broken and disjointed 
phraſes, — which notwithſtanding mr, 
Lovegrove would not ſuffer, her to go on 
with ; but aſk*d her in what manner ſhe 
now intended to proſecute her journey, 


She reply*d, that as there was no wheel- 
carriage to be procured in that village, 
ſhe had thoughts of taking a man and 
horſe to conduct her as far as Reading, 
where the was informed ſhe might be 
ſure of being better accommodated, 


Though mr. Lovegrove had no other 
view in this queſtion than merely to 
turn the diſcourſe, it proved a very for- 
tunate one for the young traveller ;— on 
hearing the anſwer the made,—* You need 
not, ſaid lady Speck, be at the pains 
or expence of hiring a man and horſe, 
as we have enough of both ſtanding 
£ jdle I doubt not but the woman of 
the houſe will readily provide a pillion, 
* and you may ride behind one of my 
« ſeryants.” f | 


This offer being too convenient, a5 
well as obliging, not to be joyfully ac- 
cepted, the lady immediately called for 
one of her ſervants and gave him orders 

t0 
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to do as ſhe had ſaid; adding withal, 
d chat when they came to Reading he 
ſhould uſe his endeavours to aſſiſt the 
young lady he carried in getting a poſt- 
he chaiſe for her to purſue her journey. 


A very little time ſerved for the ex- 
ecution of this command ; and after the 
moſt becoming retributions on the one 
” | Ge, and ſincere good wiſhes on the other, 
the fair ſtranger rook her leave of a com- 
de WW pany among whom ſhe had been fo pro- 
videntially thrown in a time of Fa 
diſtreſs. 
Jenny, who had her head and heart a 
deal taken up with what had paſſed, 
ollowed her down ſtairs, and making 
her ſtep into a little room where they 
could not be overheard, ſurpriſed her 
with theſe words: 


] cannot expreſs, ſaid ſhe, with the 
© greateſt ſweetneſs in her voice and looks, 
© how deeply I have been touched with 
your misfortunes, nor how much a-. 
' ſhamed lam of the ſlender contribution 
made for their relief; — Lady Speck is 
very good, and I never was more a- 
' mazed than to hear her mention fo 
” ae a ſum as two guineas a-peice 
but as it was agreed to by her ſiſter I 
| 2 * could 


her leaving them. 
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could not well oppoſe it without giving 
* offence; — I ſhall however never be 
able to remember this affair without 
* bluſhing if you do not allow me to 
make up ſome part of the deficiency.” 


She accompanied the latter part of this 
ſpeech with a preſent of five guineas, which 
the other ſhewed a very great unwilling- 
nels to accept, — ſaying ſhe was already 
overloaded with favours, and what . ſhe 
had received was more than ſuſſicient 
for all the purpoſes ſhe wanted; but | 
Jenny told her that ſhe knew not what | 
accidents might happen to a perfon at 
ſuch a diſtance from her friends, and in 
fine for. ed her to take it, — then, after 
ira her a moſt cordial embrace, left 

er and return'd to the company, with: 
out taking any notice of the occaſion ol 


She found them animadverting on 
this adventure, which doubtleſs had ſome- 
thing pretty extraordinary in it ; — lady 
Speck was juſt ſaying how lucky a thing 
it was for the young ſtranger that ſhe 
happen'd to come into the fame inn 
where they were. — it was ſo, indeed, 
+ madam, reply'd Jenny, and I think 
no leſs fortunate for us alſo, as the fight 
of her diſtreſs has given us an oppor- 
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« tunity of doing what every one ought 


« to rejoice in having the power to do.“ 


Nothing can be more jult, madam, 
than this reflection of yours, ſaid tr, 
* Lovegrove; but I am ſorry to have 
« obſerv'd, that there are too many who 
have greatly the power without being 
« bleſt with the will to do the leaſt good 
office: others again, who though of a 
more beneficent diſpoſition confine their 
« bounties within the narrow compaſs of 
their own acquaintance, — Direſs is 
not diſtreſs with them, unleſs tlie 1 n 
* who labours under i: be known to tg. 
forgetting that all mankind ure !:.: 
© one great family, deſcended originaily 
from the ſame parents; that every in- 
dividual is a branch from the fame 
ſtock, and conſequently have a kindred 
right to the prote Aion of each other. 


2 


+ I was an ear witneſs not long ago, 
continued he, of a very ſcvere, as well 
* as gentee] reprimand given to a peer 
* of the firſt rank by a perſon in great 
* diſtreſs, who had petitioned his lord- 
* ſhip for relief, and to whom he ſent: 
for anſwer, — That he knew nothing of 
* him, and that he never gave any thing 
to ſtrangers ;—on this the unfortunate 
perſon reply*'d to him that deliver'd the 

H 3 © meſſage, 
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* meſſage, — then tell your lord that he 
* will never relieve an angel.“ 


This worthy gentleman would per- 
haps have farther expatiated on the beau. 
ties of a mind extenſively benevolcnt, it 
he had not been interrupted by Landy, 
. who came up to acquaint them the ne- 
ceflary repairs of the coach were now en- 
_ tir:ly finiſh'd ;—on hearing this, as there 
were yet ſome hours of day-light, they 
all agreed to go to Maidenhead that 
night, not only becauſe they were ſure 
of meeting with better accommodation 
than they had found here, but alſo for 
the ſake of being ſo much the farther on 
their journey. 


Every thing being got ready with all 
| imaginable expedition, they departed from 
that village, where lady Speck left orders 
that the ſervant who had been ſent to 
conduct the young ſtranger ſhould refreſh 
himſelf there that night, and follow them 
early the next morning to Maidenhead. 
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ar N 24) WULT DLAI NAILS 
CHAP. XV. 


Cannot fail of giving a. very agreeable 
ſenſation to every honeſt and good- 


natured reader. 


M. SS Wingman, who beſides the na- 
tural affection ſhe had for a mother 
who tenderly loved her, had always been 
bred in the ſtricteſt principles of duty 
and obedience to her, could not keep her- 
ſelt from being a little uneaſy at th 
delay that had happen'd in their journey 
fearing that indulgent parent might bz 
under ſome apprehenſions of her being 
detained by a worſe accident than the 
real one, a day longer than ſhe expected. 


To' relieve her as ſoon as poſſible, how- 
ever, from the anxieties ſhe might be 
under on this ſcore, ſhe made Landy, 
inſtead of ſtopping with them at Maiden- 
head, 88 directly, and with all the 


Tpeed he could, towards London; — the 


honeſt ſteward, knowing his old lady's 
temper was glad to be charged with this 
commiſſion, aſſured the young one, 
that as far as the day was advanced, he 
doubted not but he ſhould be able to 

H 4 reach 
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reach Windſor that night, and from 
thence, ſetting out early "the next morn- 
ing, carry lady Wingman the joyful news 
&i their approach ſeveral hours before 
ta2 coach could poſſible arrive. 


This 6lial obſervance, i in a young lady 


of miis Wingman's gay and volatile diſ- 

poſition, appear'd extremely amiable in 
the eyes both of Jenny and mr. Love- 
grove; but I will not trouble the reader 
with any repetition of the many com- 
pliments they made to her upon this 


6 caſion, things of much greater moment 


requiring to 5 diſcuſs'd. 


Nothing worthiy of obtaining a place 
in this hiſtory happening at preſent, I 
{hall only fay they all came to Maiden- 
head perfectly well pleaſed with the change 
of their quarters, and that mr. Love- 
grove, to whoſe direction every thing 
was left, took care they ſhould be made 
full amends that evening for the bad 
entertainment of the preceding one. 


The ſervant who had been ſent to 
attend the fair fugitive return'd, accord- 
ing to the orders he had received, very 
early in the morning, and brought an 
account that he had been ſo fortunate as 
to procure a handſome poſt- * 
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her, which was to carry her quite to 
Briſtol. 


Mr. Lovegrove, Jenny, and miſs Wing- 
man were all up and dreſs'd, —all the equi-- 
page was ready; but lady Speck, who 
loved to travel at her caſe, not riſing 
before her uſual hour, they did not ſet 
out ſo ſoon as ſome of the company, her 
ſiſter in particular, were impatient to do. 


Notwithſtanding this, the high metal 
of the horſes and ſkill of the conductor 
brought them to London pretty early 
in the afternoon ; — lady Speck, who. 
thought herſelf under an indiſpenſible 
duty of waiting on her mother before the 
went home, prevaild on Jenny and mr. 
Lovegrove to accompany them, ſo the 
coachman was order'd to drive directly 
thither. . | 


It cannot be doubted but that the good 
old lady received her two daughters with 
all the demonſtrations of affection ima- 
ginable, and thoſe they brought with them 
with the greateſt complaiſance; but after 
the firſt ſalutations. were over, — I am: 
* ſorry, ſaid ſhe, turning to lady Speck, 
that what I wrote to Kitty has made 
you and miſs Jeſſamy quit the pleaſures. 

, H 5. 1%, of. 
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© of Bath ſo much ſooner than I believe 
© either of you intended.? 


I am ſorry, madam, reply'd ſhe, for 
the occaſion of your ladyſhip's writing 
in that manner. So am not I, madam, 
cried a voice well known to all that were 
preſent, and immediately lord Huntley, 

follow'd by fir Thomas Welby, ruſh'd 
from an inner room, where they had 
withdrawn on the ladies coming up.— 
© The late cloud, continued lord Huntley, 
« caſt upon my honour, I hope will only 
© ſerve to render it more bright in the 
eyes of thoſe to whom I moſt deſire it 
« ſhould be conſpicuous.” 


He then paid his compliments to each 
of the ladies one after another, who were 
all of them fo aſtoniſh'd at the fight of 
him, that they had not the power of utter- 
ing one word ;—this ſcene, in effect, was 
ſo pleaſant, that fir Thomas Welby laugh'd 
till his ſides ſhook, and lady Wingman 
herſelf, in ſpite of her gravity, could not 
forbear ſmiling. 


As lord Huntley advanced to embrace 
mr. Lovegrove, — © I congratulate you, 
my dear lord, ſaid that gentleman,—l 
* congratulate you, ſince there needs no 
other proof than ſeeing your ä 

« here 
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here to aſſure me that your innocence 
« is fully clear'd. 


Ay, ay, cried fir Thomas Welby,— 
« all this buſtle has happen'd through 
my fooliſh miſtake; and I am glad, 
that beſides my fair charge and her 
mother, here are ſo many witneſſes of 
my acknowledging it.“ 


« Sir Thomas, reply'd lord Huntley, 
you have ſo well attoned for repreſent- 
ing me more unworthy than I really 
am, or can be, by the promiſe you have 
given me of uſing your intereſt to make 
me more happy than I can ever deſerve 
© to be, that I have reaſon to bleſs an 
© error ſo propitious to my hopes.“ 


The event, I perceive, has prov'd 
fortunate enough, ſaid lady Spetk but 
© methinks I ſhould be glad to know how 
© it came about to be fo, and by what 
, _— ſir Thomas was ſo ſtrangely de- 
cet 0.7 - 


« Strangely indeed, madam, anfwer*d 
© he ; I am aſhamed to think of it ; — - 
but have a little patience, and you ſhall 
© be fully acquainted with all the par- 
* ticulars of this very fooliſh affair; it 
is a penance I have enjoin'd myſelf 
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«* for my weakneſs in ſo raſhly giving 
credit to appearances.” 


The company now ſeated themſelves, 
which before they had not done, and fir 
Thomas, on ſeeing the three young ladies 
and mr. Lovegrove prepar'd to give their 
attention to what he had to deliver, began 
the recital he had promiſed in theſe or 
the like words: ; 


„Happening to call, ſaid he, at the 
% houſe of an honeſt tradeſman with 
« whom I have been long acquainted, I 
« was a little ſurpriſed,on paſſing through 
«© his ſhop, to hear a perſon who came in 
« juſt after me enquire if lord Huntley 
„ or his lady were at home. 


„ ] ſtaid not to hear what anſwer 
i was given to the man, but went directly 
e to my friend, who I ſaw ſitting in his 
counting: houſe ;— the firſt queſtion I 
de aſked him was,—what lodgers he had 
in his houſe ;—to which he reply'd,— 
« that at preſent he had the honour of 
« having lord and lady Huntley, of the 
« kingdom of Ireland; but ſhould not: 
long be ſo, happy, for they had taken 
«a 7 5 houſe in the new buildings, 
« and only waited till their furniture, 
SS" "7 | «. which: 


* 
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which was on the road from Welt- 
Cheſter, ſhould arrive. 


«© The conſternation I was in made 
me put a great many interrogatories _ 
to him, ſome of which I believe were- 


impertinent enough, but he had the 
good manners, however, to, anſwer. 


ſuccinctly to every thing I aſk'd, 


according to the beſt of his Knowledge: 
— he told me that lord Huntley 


had. 
been in England ſome time before his 
lady, — that he had ſtaid but two. 


nights with. her in theſe lodgings. before 


he went out of town, and would not 
return till his houſe ſhould be quite 
completed, and fit for his reception, 
leaving the care of every thing to her. 
ladyſhip and the ſteward. 


« He alſo added, that hearing they 
intended to furniſh one apartment 
entirely new, he had recommended an 
upholſterer and cabinet- maker to them 


for that purpoſe, and hoped he fhould 


have an opportunity of obliging ſeveral 
others of his friends and- neighbours 
by helping them to the cuſtom of this. 
noble Lord. 


« As he is of a very communicative 


- diſpoſition he run an, of his own 


« accord, 
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« accord, with ſeveral other particulars ; 
« to which, indeed, I did not give much 
attention, thinking myſelt thoroughly 
« convinced in the main point, — that of 
« lord Huntley's being a married man, 


« But notwithſtanding all he ſaid 
« ſerved to corroborate that belief in 
« me, I was willing to be ſtill more con- 
« firm'd, which I thought I might be 
« by ſceing and ſpeaking to the lady 
« herſelf. : 


% Accordingly I told my friend, that 
& J was well acquainted with lord Hunt- 
& ley, though I had not till now heard 
&« of his marriage; but that ſince it was 


« fo, and the thing ſeem'd to be no 


e ſecret, I ſhould lad to pay my 
% compliments to her ladyſhip on that 


« To this he reply*d, that ſhe was the 

% beſt humour'd woman in the world, 
« and he was ſure would take it very 
« kindly; — © Yonder is the ſteward, 
« cried he, I will let him know your in- 
« tention ;'—** in ſpeaking theſe words, 
« and without waiting to hear what I 
« would ſay, he beckon'd to a perſon 
« who was that moment coming into 
the houſe ; preſently the worſt coun- 
| tenance d 


may 0.00" qe 


« paſt, I took the liberty of aſking her 
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tenanced man I ever ſaw, —but who, 


on my ſignifying to him my deſire of 
waiting on lady Huntley, anſwer*d 
with a great deal of civility, that he 
would ſee if her ladyſhip was at leiſure 
to receive the honour of my viſit. 


« forgot to ſend up my name, 
which blunder occaſion'd him to come 
down again on purpole to aſk it ;— I 
made no ſcruple to inform him who I 
was, with this addition of being one 
of lord Huntley's friends; — he went 
up again, but ſtaid much longer 
above the ſecond time than he had 
done the firſt ;— at laſt, however, he 
return'd with leave for my admiſſion. 


« I follow'd my conductor, who in- 
troduced me to the preſence of à ve 
lovely woman indeed, though ſhe had 
ſomewhat of a down-caſt look in her 
eyes, which, as well as a good deal of 
heſitation in her voice in receiving me, 
Lat that time imputed to her modeſty, 
on finding herſelf accoſted by a ſtranger, 
but have fince found more proper 
cauſes to aſcribe it to,—thoſe of guilt 
and fear. | 


« When the firſt compliments were 


« to 
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4 to what part of the country my lord was. 
& retired ;- — ſhe ſeem'd in more con- 
& fuſion than before at this queſtion, 
& which then gave me ſome ſurpriſe , 
c but on reflecting afterwards upon it, I 
& eaſily found it had proceeded from her 


„ want of being prepared with an anſwer ;. 


J was, however, ſo inconſiderate as to 
“ furnifh: her with one, by mentioning 
Bath; — on which ſhe preſently cried 
c out, — Tes, ſir, my lord is gone to 
Bath with ſome. perſons of quality, his 
relations.“ | 


« Having ſatisfied my curioſity with, 
e the ſight of this fine lady, I took a. 
<<. pretty - haſty leave of her, and went 
& directly to lady Wingman, to whom, 
„I was impatient to communicate the. 
4 diſcovery which I thought had been 


* ſo providentially thrown in my way. 


« Her ladyſhip, as may eaſily be ſup- 
4% poſed, was both amazed and troubled ; 
but the reſult of our conyerſation was 
&« to write immediately to miſs Wing- 
de. man, and appriſe her: of the danger 
« we imagined ſhe was in from the ad- 
dreſſes of a married man; —my lady 
would needs ſend, Landy with theſe 
« diſpatches, in order to . enforce the 
| , fo „contents 
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contents, and to conduct her daughter 
up to London. 


« ] need not tell you the ſatisfaction 
miſs Wingman's letter gave us ;—her 


lady ſhip was now perfectly eaſy, and 1 


ave myſelf no farther pains to enquire 
after lord and lady Huntley ;—happen- 
ing, however, to meet my friend one 
day by accident, he told me that his 
lordſhip was expected in town every 
hour, and that all was ready for their 
going into their houſe, — ſo that he 
mould ſoon loſe his lodge rs. 


6 Things were in this potion when E 
was told one morning, ſoon alter I 
was out of bed, that lord Huntley 


and a gentleman he had brought with 


him were below and deſired to ſpeak. 
with me; — I think I was not more 
aſtoniſh'd on hearing he was married, 
than [ was at his making me a viſit z, - 
—] ran down notwithſtanding to re- 
ceive him ; but more haftened by the 
perplexity was in than by any reſpect 
1 had for him at that time.“ 


Indeed, my lord, continued ſir 


© Thomas, addreſſing himſelf to lord: 


. © Huntley I can never too much admire. 
* your lordſhip's moderation in behaving 


© towal ds 


nan enemy out o 
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* towards me as you did, after knowing 
what I had wrote concerning you to 
* miſs Wingman.“ — Oh, ſir Thomas, 
« reply'd that nobleman, I reſerved al] 
my fire for thoſe who I ſuppoſed had 


© traduced me to yu uy me 
my riend.” 


Sir Thomas was about to make ſome 


return to what lord Huntley had ſaid; 


but the ladies cried out, —that they were 
impatient for the cataſtrophe of this ad- 
venture, and deſired he would give a 
truce to compliments and purſue the 
thread of his diſcourſe z — on which he 
told them, they ſhould be obey'd, and 
went on thus: 


« What I have farther to relate, ſaid 
&« he, will be contained in a very ſhort 
« compaſs ;—my lord and I ſoon came 
& to an eclairciſement,— his lordſhip re- 
cc peated to me the heads of my letter 


* to miſs Wingman, and I gave him a 


« faithful account of the reaſons on 


„ which my accuſation was founded ;— 
he requeſted me to uſe my endeavours 


c to ſhew him the villain that had uſurp'd 
« his name; I readily complied, and 
c attended his lordſhip and his friend, 
« who I afterwards found was fir Robert 

„ en fogf « Manley, 
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« Manley, to the houſe where the ſup- 


« poſed lord Huntley and his lady lodg'd. 


«© My honeſt friend was luckily at 
« home, but on my deſiring to ſpeak 
« with lord or lady Huntley, he told me 


« they had left him two days before and 


« were gone to their new houſe z — on 
e which I aſk'd him if he knew lord 


_ & Huntley when he ſaw him: — © Yes 
certainly, reply'd he, ſomewhat ſur- 


« priſed at the queſtion ;'—* Am I the 


«& perſon, cried lord Huntley, ſtepping 


% forward, that lodged with you and 
e bore the name of lord Huntley ?? — 
No, ſir, anſwer'd he, nor has he any 
thing of your reſemblance.* — Then 


% ſaid I, you have been impoſed 1 | 


« — *tis well if not cheated too; for I 
ce aſſure you this is the real lord Huntley, 
« and him you have had with you muſt 
ebe an impoſtor. bg 


© Never was horror and amazement 


e more ſtrongly painted than in the face 


of this poor tradeſman :—*< Then I am 
* undone, cried he, I do not mean for 
* what I ſhall loſe myſelf, though it is 
no trifle, but I have drawn in ſeveral 
* of my friends to give them credit. 
He then proceeded to inform us that 
« they had taken up plate, — jewels, — 


% houſhold 
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* heuſhold furniture, and wearing ap- 
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* parel to a conſiderable amount, and 
« all through his recommendation ;—we 
„ pitied his diſtreſs, — comforted him 
« the beſt we could, and told him that 
„% as the affair was ſo recent, it was to 
« be hoped their things might be re- 
% cover'd 


« Lord Huntley's honour was now 
« fully clear'd, but he could not be 
« content without condign puniſhment 
ce being inflicted on the villain who h:d 
„ aſſum'd his name and character for 
« purpoſes ſo infamous and baſe ; — the 
&« defrauded tradeſmen were all ſent for 
& on this occaſion, and as it could not 
« be imagined that the pretended lord 
« Huntley would either ſtay long in this 
% town, or venture to appear to any 
ee ſtranger while in it, the beſt expedient. 
e that offer'd was to get a ſearch-warrant 
e to force open the doors of his new 
« habitation ; by which means he would. 


not only be apprehended, but alſo ſuch 


part of the goods he had taken up, 
& which were not yet embezzled, might 
«© be reſtored to the proper owners. 


« A warrant was eaſily obtain'd on 
« the oath of the ſeveral tradeſmen, who 
all went with lord Huntley, fir Robert 

Fo «© Manley 


\ F 


| 
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„Manley, and myſelf, to ſee it put in 


e execution by the officers of juſtice ; but, 


&« toourgreatdiſappointment, the impoſtor 
« was flown with the whole gang be- 
&« longing to him, both male and female: 
& —upon enquiry among the neighbours 
we found they had been there but one 
e night, which time it may be ſuppoſed 
„they had ſpent in packing up and 
* carrying off what goods had been brought 


"in; the houſe indeed, is conveniently 


e ſituated for ſuch a purpoſe, there being 


ea back door through the ſtables into 


„ another ſtreet, ?? 


| Here fir Thomas Welby ended his 


little narrative, what was ſaid upon it 
will be part of the ſubject of the ſucceed- 
ing chapter. 


CHAP . 


Treats of more things than one. 


A FTER thanking fir Thomas Welby 


for the trouble he had given him- 

ſelf in ſatisfying their curioſity, and con- 
gratulating lord Huntley on the eaſe © he 
had found in removing the aſperſion caft 
upon him, this amiable company began 
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to enquire what methods had been taken 
to find out where the impoſtor and his 


aſſociates had concealed themſelves, in 
order that they might be brought to 


juſtice. | 


Lord Huntley reply'd, that nothing 
had been left undone for that e — 
that not only all the ſuſpected places in 
London had been ſearch'd, but alſo letters 
ſent to all thoſe ports in the kingdom 
which open'd either towards France, 
Holland or Ircland, with a deſcription of 
their perſons, and affidavits of the frauds 
they had been guilty of ; but that all this 


had been of no effect, ſo that thoſe 


wretches, if they took any of theſe routes, 
muſt have eſcaped before the intelligence 
arrived. | 1 8 


el cannot but confeſs, ſaid mr. Love- 


6 


* 


. _ that the impoſtor ſhew*d a good 
eal 


of addreſs in the management of 
« this affair; for as he had aſſumed the 
character of a nobleman whoſe perſon 
he mult needs believe was well known, 
© he took care not to be ſeen by any one 


© but the maſter of the houſe where the 


«* ſcene of his villainy was to be tranſacted, 
and even by him but juſt enough to 


give him room to ſay he had ſuch a one 


for his lodger.* 
| = tc 


propenſity you talk of, cried lady Speck, 
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« It certainly requires abundance both 
© of courage and policy to form a com- 


© pleat villain, ſaid lady Wingman ; and 


have often wonder'd that men endued 


« with ſuch great talents ſhould not rather 


« employ them for ends more laudable, 
« as well as more ſafe for themſelves,” 


All good qualities, madam, reply'd 
© mr. Lovegrove, loſe their very nature 
© when accompanied with a vicious diſ- 
« poſition z — ſome men are born with 
© ſuch an unhappy propenlity,— ſuch an 
© innate love of wickedneſs, that they 


will do nothing at all unleſs they can 


do miſchief ;— it is in that alone they 
are capable of exerting the talents they 
© are poſſeſſed of; nothing is more fre- 


quent than for a lawyer, who might 


© make a very good figure in a juſt 
* cauſe, to chuſe to engage himſelf only 


* in thoſe which require chicanery and 


© artifice; nor for a ſoldier drummed out 
* of his regiment for cowardice, to be- 
© come a moſt bold and hardened villain 
in robbing on the highway. 


« Yet there is a way to correct this 


* otherwiſe vice would rather be a mis- 
| « fortune 
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< fortune than a fault, and conſequently 
« deſerve leſs blame than pity.” 


«£ Doubtleſs, madam, anſwer'd mr. 
© Lovegrove ; but it muſt be done in the 
£ moſt early years of life, and requires 
© more pains than either tutor or pupil 
are ſometimes inclined to take. 


This gentleman would perhaps have 
gone on with ſome diſcourle concerning 
the miſtakes of education, and the little 


care that is too generally taken in giving 


a right bent to the minds of youth, which 
might have been of very great ſervice to 
many of my readers, if it had not been 

revented by the ſudden entrance of fir 
Robert Manley, on which the converſa- 
tion immediately turn'd on other ſubjects, 


The. truſty Landy, according to his 
promiſe, having reach'd London pretty 
early that morning, lady Wingman took 
it into her head to ſurpriſe her daughters 
with the ſight of lord Huntley in a place 
where they could ſo little expect to find 
him; and willing alſo that their common 
friends ſhould be witneſſes of this meet- 
ing, made an invitation at the ſame time 
to fir Thomas -Welby and fir Robert 
Manley; but the latter of theſe gentlemen 
not being at home when the meſſage was 

| deliver'd, 


i 


„ 
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deliver'd heard not of it till ſome hours 
afterwards, which was the cauſe that he 
came not with the others, | 


Welcomes,— congratulations, and all 
the compliments befitting the preſent 
occaſion were now renew'd ; after which, 
— What I have loſt, ſaid ſir Robert 
Manley, by not being here before, will 
hope be made up to the company by 
* the intelligence I bring. — You know, 
my lord, continued he turning to lord 
© Huntley, that we met Celandine in the 
© Park yeſterday. 


Tes, reply'd that nobleman laugh- 
© ing, he was all alert and gay, talking 
to ſome ladies, when we met him; bur 
© I ſhall never forget how his countenance 
changed on perceiving us, and how filly 
i . ſheepiſh he look'd as we paſs'd by 
chim.“ 


* The ſecret of his doing fo, reſumed 
* fir Robert, is eaſy to gueſs ;— the ſight 
* of us two doubtleſs made him imagine 
that the terrible mr. Lovegrove was alſo 
in town; for I have juſt now heard that 
he has pack'd up all his fardles of 
fopperies, and is gone this very morn- 
ing to make a ſecond tour, and diſplay 
Vor. II. * them 
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© them to the beſt advantage he can 
among his brethren, the petit- maitres. 


What! gone to Paris! cried mr. Love- 
© orove:—Aye verily, reply'd the other, 
0 his diamond taſſel now ceaſes to ſparkl: 
in St. lames's ſun, and his muſk and 
© amber to perfume the Mall; — your 
© dreadful idea has driven hence the hero 
of the mode.” 


To the great orief of many a charming 
. 

Who ſighs and mourns her dear Pulvilo 
loſt. 


« Fye upon you, fir Robert, ſaid mik 
© Wingman, giving him a flap over the 
W ſhoulder with her fan, — I cannot have 
© ſo mean an opinion of my ſex as to be- 
c lieve that there is even one woman in 
© the world that will regret the abſence 
of ſuch a coxcomb.“ ä 


« Yes, ſiſter, rejoin'd lady Speck, juſtsþ 
© one would regret the loſs of a ſquirrel ot 
© a monkey whohas diverted one with ig 
« tricks; for I dare anſwer no wom— 
« ever conſider'd him in any other light. 


CO” DN © too 


© Perhaps not, madam, ſaid lord Hunt 


* ley ; but as the animals you mentitl 
| 6 aft 
\ 
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are ſometimes very miſchievous, ſo 


F 
there may be danger in encouraging 


* the follies of Celandine, which every 
© one is not aware of ;—there is a certain 
* young lady in tnis town, by ſome cried 
* up for one of the greateſt beauties in it, 


© tion which will not eaſily be healed, on 
account of her acquaintance with him.“ 


) 
[ 
0 


© I know who your lordſhip means, 
* cried Jenny, who was always ready to 
take part with the abſent ; — but dare 
© believe that whoever cenſures her of 
© having the leaſt tendre for that un- 
* worthy trifler does her a great deal of 
© injuſtice z — it is true he has had the 
* impudence and vanity to follow her to 
© all public places, and even to take ſome 
liberties in company, which her exceſs 
© of good nature kept her from reſenting 
*ſo much as perhaps ſhe ought to have 
* done ; yet, in fpite of theſe appearances, 
think I may be pretty poſitive that 
 * ſhe heartily hates and deſpiſes him.” 


Mr. Lovegrove, who in all probability 
had more concern in this diſcourſe than 
any one of the company except lady 
Speck, join'd not in it, but affected to 
be wholly unattentive during the time 

laſted, and ſeem'd taken up with admit 


I 2 rin 


* who has receiveda wound in her reputa- 
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ring a fine gold headed cane fir Thomas 
Welby had in his hand. | 


The good baronet, who had all this 

while been ſilent, as Knowing nothing 
either of Celandine or the lady mention'd 
by lord Huntley, could not now, on 
hearing what Jenny ſaid, forbear teſtity- 
ing his admiration of her generoſity in 
expreſſions no leſs polite than they were 


ſincere. 


© It is no new thing, ſir Thomas, faid 
mr. Lovegrove, to hear miſs Jeſſamy 
< plead the cauſe of the accuſed :— ſtrong 
as was the indictment laid againſt lord 
£ Huntley in your letter, I can aſſure you, 
© it loſt half its force by the arguments 
* which this fair advocate urg'd in oppo- 
« ſition to it ;—ſcarce could the ſuppoſed 
criminal himſelf have defended his in- 
© nocence with more. zeal, or in terms 
more pathetic and efficacious.” 


It cannot be doubted but that lord 
Huntley made the moſt grateful acknoy- 
ledgements to that young lady, on being 
told the part ſhe had taken in his juſtitſ 
cation. — But how, madam, faid he ty 
her, did my charming judge receive tht 
* pleas you were ſo good to offer in n 
6 Peha E 15 F 

| 5 o 
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Oh, my lord, anſwer'd ſhe with a 
© ſmile, this is not a fair queſtion z — a 
© barriſter you know never pretends to dive 
into the ſentiments of the court.“ —He 
then was about to addreſs ſomething to 


miſs Wingman, who ſeem'd in a good 


deal of confuſion at this diſcourſe ; but 


her bluſhes were inſtantly reliev'd by the 


butler coming in to tell lady Wingman 
that ſupper was on the table; on which 
they all adjourn'd into the next room, 
and ſat down to partake of a very elegant 
collation which that lady had prep..*d 
tor their entertainment. 


What paſs*d during the time of eating 


would be ſuperfluous to repeat; fo I ſhall 


only ſay, that ſoon after the cloth was 


taken away, lady Speck, knowing her 
mother went early to bed, made a motion 
to retire, and by, doing ſo engaged the 
company to break up to the no ſmall 
ſatisfaction of Jenny, who was impatient 
to get home for reaſons which will pre- 
ſently appear. | 
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CHAP. XVII 
Aﬀoras freſh matter to employ the ſpe- 


* culation «of every curious reader, 


BY Jemmy*s letter from Ham- Hall, 
Jenny found that the time which he 
propoſed to continue there was elapſed, 
and therefore doubting not but that he 
was now in town, ſent her ſervant the 
minute ſhe came home to acquaint him 
with her arrival; but. ſhe was a good 

deal furpriſed when the return of the 
meſſenger informed her that after ſtaying 
but two nights in London he had ſet out 
the very day before for Bath. 


The gall of this diſappointment had 
an equal portion of ſweetneſs mingled 
with it; — if ſhe was vex'd at not being 
able to ſee: him ſo ſoon as ſhe had ex- 
pected, ſhe was no leſs pleaſed on the 
haſte he had made to go to Bath, as ſhe 
knew he could have no reaſon to imagine 


ſhe as yet had left that place, 


This being a new proof of the ſince- 
rity of his affection towards herſelf, very 
much abated her impatience to reproach 

1 | him 
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him with the leſs honourable addreſſes he . 


had made elſewhere ; and fne ſometimes 
even doubted within herſelf whether the 
ought ever to give him any ſhock upon 
that ſcore. 


When the ſuſpicion of an enormous 
injury is once removed, all leſſer ones 
decreaſe in magnitude, and ſeem leſs de- 
ſerving our reſentment than they really 
are; — Jenny believing her lover innocent, 
as to the main paint, began now to think 
little of any W elſe he might be guilty 
of, 


The good humour ſhe was in at pre- 


ſent with him render'd her mind quite 
compoſed ; but the time was not yet 
arrived when ſhe was to remain in any 
ſettled ſtate of tranquility ;— a letter was 
brought to her by a perſon who retuſed 
to ſay either from whom or from whence 
he came ;—it contained theſe lines: 


To miſs Jes8amy. 


© MADAM, 


wy } E high character I have heard 
of your good nature and com- 


« plaiſance, makes me not doubt but | 


« you are endow'd with. an equal ſhare 
© of Juſtice and ge aeroſity, EA 
1 4 * when 
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* when thoſe noble virtues are to be exerted 
in favour of a perſon of your own ſex , 
* and in that confidence take the libert 
© of intreating you will ſet me right 
in an affair on which the whole hap- 
« pineſs of my lite depends, and which 
« none but yourſelf can clear up from 
its preſent ambiguity. 


„I have for a conſiderable time re- 
159 * ceived the moſt paſſionate addreſſes 
ll «© of a gentleman who I very well know 
10 4 the world once look*d upon as deſtin'd 
1118 to be yours ;—he has gain'd my friends 
WY **. conſent, and, by his merits and aſſi- 
\. 18 4 duities, ſo great an aſcendant over me, 

« that nothing hitherto has hinder'd me 

«© from accepting his hand but the fears 

« that in doing ſo I ſhould be acceſſary 

4 to his being guilty of an irreparable 
; « injury to you. 


After this it may perhaps be needlels 
* to tell you that I mean mr. Jeſſamy; 
«« butas my circumſtances require a plain 
„ and categorical anſwer from you on 
c this head, it behoves me to exprels 
«myſelf in terms which will admit no 

e room to doubt their meaning ;— it is 
% indeed, madam, no other than he whom 
4 love, and by whom I am equally 


«6 beloved, and who, while he confeſſes 
£6 a 
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« a former engagement with you, pro- 
ce reſts at the ſame time, and with the 
« ſame ſeeming ſincerity at leaſt, that it 
« js now entirely broken off, and that 
« he is at full liberty to diſpoſe of his 
« perſon where he has given his heart. 


« But I have been told, by people 
« more experienced than myſelf, that 
“ men will ſay and ſwear any thing to 
« gain their point; I dare therefore de- 

« pend on nothing but an aſſurance from 

« yourſelf of the reality of his profeſſions z 

„ tell me, I beſeech you, how far the 
« intended union between you is diſſolv'd, 
and whether I may be his without a 
« crime ;— pity a rival who would ra- 
ther die than invade your — 
« if once convinced he is ſo; —eaſe 
« ſuſpence which has ſomething in » 
« more diſtracting, — more cruel, than 


all that could be inflicted by the laſt 


« deſpair on her, who is, 


«© With the greateſt reſpect, 
£ Madam, 
„ Your moſt obedient, 


„Though unknown ſervant.” 


Is Poſtſerips 
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P. 8. I beg an immediate anſwer, 
c becauſe I have promiſed to give mine 
to mr. Jeſlamy on his return from 
% Bath, and ſhould be glad to know 
cc before he comes. in what manner [ 
% ought to ſquare my conduct towards 


e him.*” : 


oe 


On the firſt reading this letter, new 
alarms, new doubts, new jealouſies, in- 
ſtantly fill'd the head and heart of Jenny; 
but on a ſecond peruſal there ſeem'd to 
her ſomething too romantic in the ex- 
preſſion, as well as purport of it, for her 
to believe it founded upon real fact, and 
ſne began to fancy it was either intended 
by her enemies as an inſult, or by her 
friends as a jeſt ;—reſolving therefore, that 
from which quarter ſoever it came, neither 
of them ſhould have any room to laugh 
at her behaviour on the occaſion, ſhe 
took a ſmall piece of paper and wrote m 


it the following words : 


% Tf I were really poſſeſs'd of all the 
« good qualities afcrib'd to me in the 
« [letter before me, I know none of them 
< that would oblige me to ſend any 


„ anſwer to an anonymous epiſtle ;— 


— — — 


— 
> IA PSIG aegis 


en — — — — 1 — 
— — - —— — x , = = — _ 
— — - - : . — ——— => —— — — — — yy — 
— r. ̃˙——. Es : == 462 * — A— TE — — 
— ne — : - — — — 5 — — S = . - = 
2 _— . — = 5 EXPE” — — - — — — 
3 — * . —— — = _ — 2 a 
5 = — — : — — — — — — 4 I 2 — — n — 
— — 2 — = - == 1 — U = r — - Cn oo aa es AE ” . * 
MAC 25 — — NWS CODER — "5 = —— er 2 Anton oe 8 - > 1 8 by 
2 = — — — a 8 - — : ; _ 7 — : —— Em 4 _ . 
- = ——— — — > — 1 . - — — WS — ** — 2 . x * — — 2. 
— = 2 — — — 2 * 8 . — — 2 3 y * > - 
— . — = — —_ - 8 2 2 7 Rc ; 8 
— — — 3 2 r * . — — — . — 
— . rr . 22 —— 2 — —— 
— B 3. 8 — Y 
— : 2 


=? X 
ns OE —— — 
. 


— anos 
— — 


* 4 = 
- : — 
> : — 
INE PRA — 
CG — - 
non GG ACTI. 


« when the lady who wrote it thinks 
proper to reveal herſelf ſne may de- 
. 
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4 pend on the ſatisfaction ſhe deſires; in 
« the mean time ſhe is at liberty to form. 


« what conjectures. ſhe pleaſes, and to. 

| « be directed by them which appear to. 

« her to have the greateſt probability of 

| « being right.“ 

| This, without either ſeal or direction, 
and only folded in a carelels manner, ſhe 

gave to the meſſenger who had brought. 


the letter, and bid him carry it to thoſe 
that ſent him. 2 
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3 

| She ſet herſelf down again in order to: 

r re-examine the contents of this extra- 

] ordinary epiſtle; but the more ſhe did 

4 fo the leſs able was ſhe to conceive either 

n the real intention of it, or from what 

t hand it came. 

: After forming, and as often rejecting 

e a thouſand different conjectures, it at laſt 

\ came into her head, that the woman to K 
whom Jemmy had wrote that letter, which A 
ſhe received at Bath by miſtake, had q 

6 contrived this itratagem to create a diſſen- | 

e tion between them. 3 

, T have heard, ſaid ſhe to herſelf, that z 

4 * women of the vile profeſſion I ſuppoſe 4 


s her of, value themſelves upon theſe 
- ind of artifices, and take a pride in 
| ,  _ 


1 . 
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© the miſchief they ſometimes occaſion ; 
—but certainly, continued ſhe, thoſe 
on whom ſuch little tricks have any 
effect muſt have a very ſmall ſhare of 
underſtanding : — Jemmy, however, 
added ſhe after a pauſe, will ſee by this 
the ſcandal and danger of entering into 
any ſort of intimacy with ſuch aban- 
dom'd creatures. 


N WW G W2ͤ6 W 


But though it muſt be acknowledged 
that there was the appearance of a good 
deal of reaſon to confirm her in this laſt 
opinion, yet I believe the ſagacious reader, 
by what has been the buſineſs of ſeveral 
chapters in the firſt volume of this work, 
will eaſily gueſs that the letter in queſtion 
was only an addition to the former 
attempts made by the invidious Belpine 
to diſſolve that cement of affection which 
had ſo long united the hearts of our two 
lovers. 


It was indeed no other than that baſe 
man, who knowing ſhe was in town, by 
having accidentally met her footman in 
the morning, had taken this method of 
corroborating the many others which he 
before had put in practice. 


He waited at a coffee-houſe in the 


eighbeurhood to ſee what return Jenny 
| would 
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would make by his emiſſary, which find- 
ing not ſo ſatisfactory as he wiſh'd, he 
went directly to viſit her, hoping that 
by her countenance and behaviour, im- 
mediately after the receipt of this letter, 
he ſhould be able to diſcover, more than 
by her anſwer to it, what effect it had 
wrought upon her. | 


„„ AAS, , AS. nr — YT We 


It has been already obſerved that Jemmy 
had inſpired her with the beſt opinion 
| of this treacherous friend, fo ſhe no ſooner 
heard he was below than ſhe ordered he 
ſhould be introduced, and received him 
with that ſweetneſs and affability with 
which ſhe always treated thofe whom 
| ſhe thought deſerving of it. 


What company was at Bath, — who 
made the moſt brilliant appearance there, 
—who won, and who loſt at play, with 
other fuch like matters, employed the 
firſt moments of their cre but 
Belpine, deſirous of turning it on ſome- 
thing more applicable to his purpoſe, 
gave over fpeaking on tneſe ſubjects as 
_ as he could do ſo without abrupt- 
neſs. 
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Mr. Jeſſamy muſt certainly be very 

5 * unhappy, madam, ſaid he, on finding 
you had quitted Bath before his arrival 
| « there.? 
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i | there. — © He deſerves little pity on 

i that ſcore, reply'd Jenny; — you men 
| © can always find ways to divert your- 
« ſelves ;—iew of you regret the abſence 
© of an old friend, when you have ſo 
many opportunities of engaging new 
Ges. | 


Though ſhe ſpoke theſe words with a 
very gay,air, yet there was a certain keen- 
neſs in her looks at the ſame time which 
rſuaded this watchful obſerver that his 
lot had not entirely failed of the ſucceſs 
je aimed at. 


© I do not pretend, madam, reſum'd 
© he, to dive into the ſentiments of mr. 
Jeſſamy; but I am very ſure that if 
you were free and at liberty to be 
« adored, there are men in the world, 
* who would think no joy equal to that 
© of gazing on you, and of repeating 
4 
[4 


every day,—every hour,— nay, every 
miaute, the influence of your charms. 


It is poſſible indeed, anſwer'd ſhe, 
that there may, be ſome who would 
© endeavour to make me believe ſo, and 
that might even be vain enough to 
imagine I was pleaſed with what they 
© ſaid;—it is therefore very fortunate for 
„ds that I, was, diſpoſed, on by my pa- 


rents 


r . 
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rents before I arrived at an age to be 
« tiez?d with ſuch impertinencies.? 


It is ſtrange how you have eſcaped 
them; however, madam, faid he, your 
marriage with mr. Jeſſamy being ſo 
long delay'd might reaſonably tempt 
« thoſe who wiſh it ſo to flatter them- 
« ſelves with a belief that it never will 
be accompliſh'd, and that there was 
© ſomewhat of a diſinclination either on 
the one fide or the other. 


Theſe words made her not doubt but 


that the report ſhe had heard ſo much of 


concerning Jemmy's inconſtancy had alſo 
reach*d his ears, and ſhe would certainly 
have been inſtigated, if not by female 
curioſity, by love or jealouſy, to enter 
into ſome diſcourſe with him on that 
head, if the intimacy between them had 
not reftrain'd her, as ſhe thought he 


would not betray to her the fecret of his 


friend, in caſe he were intruſted with it. 


What he faid however bringing freſh to 


her memory the vexation ſhe had lately un- 


dergone on this account, her countenance 


went through ſeveral changes in the ſpace 


of half a minute,--< Whoever ſhould think 
in the manner you mention, reply'd 


© ſhe, would diſcover a great want of 


judgment; 


. 


— 
* 


- 
. 
* 
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judgment ;—a conjecture of this nature 
could be juſtified only by the behaviour 
© of one or the other of us, and I be. 
© lieve it has been ſuch on both ſides a; 
© to give no room for ſuſpicion that 
either of us regreted the agreement 
made between our parents.“ 


. 


A lady to whom Jenny had ſent a card 
that morning, to give notice of her being 
in town, that ſame inſtant coming in 
prevented Belpine from making any 
anſwer, and he took his leave ſoon after, 
having diſcovered by this viſit that his 
artifices had given her ſome uneaſineſs, 

but leſs reſentment than was neceſſary 
for the ſucceſs of his deſign. 
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ſte SIE ACTS EIRY DE TD EV SD NIE 
be- | 5 
1 C HAP. XVIII. 


ent ¶ dull enough to pleaſe thoſe who take an 
ill-natur'd delight in finding ſome- 
thing to condemn ; yet is not without 
occurrences. which will keep awake 


ny 4 defire of being agreeably amuſed. 
Th 4 Ws E lady. who came to viſit Jenny 
w 


8 2 little too talkative; — ſhe never ex- 
I ceeded the bounds of truth in any thing 
ſne ſaid, but gave herſelf not the trouble 
of conſidering how far the truths ſhe 
utter*d were proper to be reveal 


J have obſerv'd that people of this 


temper frequently do as much miſchief, 
without deſigning it, as thoſe of the moſt 


the moſt valuable virtues, yet there are 
many circumſtances wherein to ſpeak all 
one knows may produce as bad conſe- 
quences as to ſpeak more than one knows. 


I never 


in the attention of ſuch who read with 


as extremely good humour'd, but 


malicious intentions are capable of ; and 
though ſincerity be among the number of 
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I have freſh in my memory ſome lines 
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I never happen into the company of 
either man or woman of this ſtamp but 


I formerly read in Browne's works. 


Thofe babbling ecchos of whate'er they 
hear . 

Fame's menial ſervants, who her tidings 
bear, 
Sow ſuch diſſention, kindle ſuch debate, 
As turns all ſweet to ſour, all love 

to hate. 


But to return to my ſubje& ;—Belpine 
had no ſooner left the two ladies together 
than Jenny's friend began to expreſs ſome 
wonder at ſeeing. her in town ſo. much 
before the time ſhe was expected : — 
What, cried ſhe, is there any diſagree- 
* ment between you and mr. Jeſſamy ? 


No, not any, reply'd Jenny, a little 
« ſtartled at the queſtion; but wherefore 
do you aſk? - Nay, reſumed the 
other, it was only a fooliſh imagination 
of my own; — not but I had ſome 
reaſon for it too :—you muſt know that 
* I thought you had been told ſomething 


N 


of him that had made you angry — 


and fo when you heard he was coming 
© down 
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of I {own to Bath you immediately flounced 
up tO London.“ | 
7 All a miſtake upon my word, ſaid 
Jenny ; the ladies I was with had ſome 
: buſineſs in town, and my unwillingneſs 
7 i: to be left behind was the ſole cauſe of 
my returning to London ſo ſoon. — 
But pray what put ſuch a thing into 
pour head?“ | 


did not think to tell you, anſwer*d 
this fair goſſip ; but ſince you preſs me, 
though I am afraid it will vex you, 
yet I think too you ought to know 
eit and if you will promiſe me not to 
fret J will let you into the whole ſecret.” 


Jenny then ſaid that ſhe ſhould liſten 
without pain to any thing ſhe had to re- 
late; and gave her many more aſſurances 
of her philoſophy in this point than ſhe 
had occaſion to do, as the other was no 
leſs impatient to disburthen herſelf of the 
ſecret than ſhe was to be made a ſhager in 
lt. 


« Well, — men will be men, ſaid the 
lady; — there is no ſuch a thing as. 
changing nature but ſure | made the 
diſtovery I am going to tell you by 

| | the 
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the oddeſt accident that ever was ;—[ 
* ſuppoſe you know mrs. Comode, the 
© habit-maker.*—< No, replied Jenny, but 
I have heard of her. 


I buy all my things of her, reſumed 
the other, ſhe has vaſt buſinefs, and! 
think the genteeleſt fancy of any woman 
of her profeſſion about town; every 
thing ſhe makes up ſets with fuch an 
air; you muſt know I had beſpoke a 
fly petticoat with fringes of her; — it 
not being ſent home according to the 
time ſhe promiſed, I called in one 
morning as I paſſed that way to ſce it 
it was done; — ſhe made: a thouland 
apologies, and ſaid I ſhould have it that 
day; but I ſcolded heartily, and inſiſted 
upon ſeeing how near it was finiſhed, on 
which ſhe ran up to fetch it, leaving me 
alone in the ſhop. 


* The moment ſhe was gone, continu'd 
this tale-monger, I found my garter 
was flipt, —I durſt not venture to tie 
it up in that place for fear ſomebody 
ſhould come in, but was running into 
a little room behind the ſhop ; — but, 
Lord, I ſhall never forget how I was 
ſurpriſed, —I had no ſooner puſh'd * 
. « the 
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© the door than — who do you think I 
« ſaw there?“ T9920 

] cannot gueſs indeed, my dear, but 
expect you will inform me, reply'd. 
« Tenny,'—* Why no other, ſaid ſhe than 
the very individual mr. Jeſſamy ;—do 
not be uneaſy now,—litting as cloſe to 
©a fine lady as two kernels in a nut-ſhell, 
chand in hand, and one of his arms 


© acroſs her ſhoulder ; they were ſo earneſt 


© in diſcourſe, that they either did not 


© hear the door open, or thought it was 


mrs. Comode herſelf; but both ſeem*d 
in great confuſion, and ſtarted from 
© their ſeats when I came in :— whether 
mr. Jefſamy ſaw enough of me to diſtin- 


.* ouiſh who I was I know not; for I only 


* cried, —I aſk pardon, and went out of 
the room with as much haſte as I had 
* enter*d. 


Mrs. Comode came down preſently 
© after, and brought the petticoat; but I 
* was in ſuch a conſternation at what I 
had ſeen, that I could ſcarce look upon 
it: —I told her of what had happen'd, 
but did not ſay I knew either of the 
parties; — ſhe appear'd very much 


* ſhock'd, but made an aukward excuſe, 
$* —faid they were two of her cuſtomers 


„that 
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* that had been walking that morning 
and came in to beg a pot of tea; on 
© which I took no farther notice, but 


have had no good opinion of her ever 


t c ſince.“ : 


© S me woman of the town, I ſuppoſe, 
c ſaid Jenny; Pray what ſort of creature 
was it he had with him? Nay, anſwer'd 
© the other, you cannot think it poſſible 
« for me to give ny particular deſcription 


of her by the momentary glimpſe I had 


© of her; but I cannot ſay that aitogether 
© ſhe look'd like ſuch a perion.” 


Jenny had boaſted of ſo much fortitude 
that ſhe was a little vex'd ſhe had be. 


tray'd any want of it by the queſtion ſhe 


had aſk' d; but ſhe afterwards attoned for 
it by affecting the moſt perfect indifference 
during the reſt of the converſation they 
had together on this ſubject, which laſted 
almoſt the whole time the lady ſtaid. 


Nothing is more painful than when 
the mind is diſcompoſed to be under a 
neceſſity of concealing it; — Jenny had 
had been impatient to be- alone long be- 


tore ſhe was ſo; and found a good deal 


of eaſe when ſhe attain'd an opportunity 


of reflecting at leiſure 'on what ſhe had 
heard. | 


The 
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The ſtory told her by this lady had 
not ſo much affected her as the hint given 
her by Belpine, concerning a ſuppoſition 
that the match between her and Jemmy 
was on the point of being broke off, — 
this tallying ſo exactly with the intelli- 
gence ſent to lady Speck at Bath, con- 
vinced her that ſuch a thing was really 
talk' d of in town, and could not but 
very much alarm both her love and pride. 


Yet when ſhe remember'd her lover's 


tender letter from Ham-Hall, and the 


many others ſhe had received from him 
while ſhe was at Bath, beſides the haſte 


the found he had made in hurry ing down 


to that place in expectation of meeting 
her there, ſhe could not tell how to think 
it poſſible that, if guilty as repreſented, 
he could be capable of ſuch deceit. 


There is no anſwering for the hearts 
© of men, ſaid ſhe, love is an involuntary 
© paſſion, chance or fatality d.rects the 
© choice, and ſometimes a ſingle moment 
* undoes the work of years ;: —I ſhould 
not be ſurpriſed that Jemmy happen'd 
to ſee a face which had more charms 
for him than mine; — but wherefore 


© then ſhould he carry on the deception 


« with. 


s with me ?—how would it avail his ney 
© flame to pretend to proſecute a former 
one ?—No, continued ſhe after pauſing 
ca little; for him to act in this manner 
< would be as inconſiſtent with reaſon 
© and common-ſenſe as with honour and 
« juſtice z and it would alſo be the ut- 
* moſt weakneſs in me to believe it.” 


Thus did ſhe make herſelf tolerably 
| eaſy as to the main part of what was 
laid to his charge ; but as to his having 
enter*d into an affair of gallantry, ſhe 
had too plain a proof of that under his 
own hand writing to admit the leaſt room 
for doubt, and needed not the confirma- 
tion ſhe had juſt received of 1 it from her 
friend. 


Upon the whetn however, few young 
ladies in her circumſtances would have 
ſuffer'd leſs inquietude 3 and this muſt 
be ſaid of her, that it was much more 
difficult to raiſe any tempeſt in her mind, 
than it was to calm that tempeſt after it 
had been raiſed. 


Neither orief nor anger had the power 
to affect her long, or to drive her to any 
exceſſes while they laſted, — a humour 
| extremely volatile,—a great deal of good 
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nature, and an equal ſhare of underſtand- 
ing, were happily united in her compo- 
fition, and made her always ready to be- 
leve the beſt, and to forgive the worſt. 


The ſmall remains of reſentment and 
diſcontent, on the various occaſions that 
had been given her for both, were entirely 
diſſipated, when, on the evening of the 
ſucceeding, day, ſhe received a letter from 
ſemmy, — the contents whereof were as 
follow: | 


To miſs JEssAMx. 


« My more than ever dear Jenwy, 


HAVE certainly been of late one 
« * of the moſt unlucky fellows in the 
„ univerſe, — firſt to be detained by a 


© © {cries of croſs accidents from following 


« you in-a few days, as I propoſed ;— 
then, when I had diſpatch'd thoſe 
« yexatious affairs, and juſt upon the 
„ing to fly to Bath, to be dragg'd 
* to another quarter of the kingdom, by 
* one whole intreaties you know I could 
* not well deny ;—and laſtly, when got 
«* free from every care but my im- 
* patience to be with you, I arrived here 
full fraught with the expectations of 
meeting all my ſoul holds dear, to 
find you had left the place ſcarce 

„ K «© twenty- 
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«« twenty-four hours before I came 
« judge how ſincerely I am mortified: 
« —] ſuppoſe the caprice of thoſe you 
« were with carried you 1o' ſuddenly 
« from hence; but I hope the day i: 
< now very near at hand when thoſe 
<< who take you will be obliged to take 
me alſo ; for indeed, my dear Jenny, 
I am quite weary of this life: when- 
« ever Iam from you for any length of 
„„ time I feel methinks as it ſeparated 
from myſelf ;—the more I ſee of other 
«<< women, the more I regret the abſence 
„ of my dear Jenny :—as I came hither 
«« pretty early laſt night, I went to the 
« Long-room,—there were a great many 
„ fine ladies there; but all their beau- 
„ ties are without a charm for me; — ! 
4 can be gay but not happy in their 
„ company ;— the power of giving true 
* felicity to Jemmy is reſerved only for 
£ his dear, dear Jenny. 


A 
* 


- 


«+ I give you warning therefore, not 

4 to think of delaying any longer a 
« blefling I have been made to hope ever 
& ſince my firſt putting on breeches re- 
« minded me that if J lived I ſhould be 
« one day a man; but be aſſured I ſhould 
« have little joy in being ſo, if it were 
4 not for the expectation of being gs 
* 4 ; P | 6e y 
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« by a more tender title than that with 
% which I now ſubſcribe myſelf, 


« Unalterably and inviolably, 
« My dear dear Jenny's 
«© Moſt paſſionately devoted, 
„ Moſt faithful lover, 
« And ever humble 
And obedient ſervant, 


„„ 


P. 8.“ I would have ſet out to- 
% morrow morning on my return for 
© London, but my ſervant got an ugly 
« fall from his horſe in coming hither, 
« andis very much bruiſed, ſo am willing 
« to give him one day to recover him- 
« ſelf ; but hope the next to be ſo far on 
„ my journey towards you, as that there 
* will be but a few hours diſtance be- 
« tween your receiving this and the 
author of it,—till when I am, my dear 
« dear Jenny, 


„ Yours as above. 


Jenny was now in ſuch great good 
humour with her lover, that ſhe grew 
half reſolved to conſent to his deſires for 

3 "i the 
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the conſummation of their marriage, if it 
were only to put a final end to thole idle 
reports which had been ſpread concerning 
his having an intention to break it off, 


But before we bring them together 
again, it is highly neceſſary that the 
reader ſhould be made fully acquainted 
with the manner in which Jemmy had 
paſſed his time during this little ſepara- 
tion, and alſo to clear up thoſe parts of 
his conduct which have hitherto appeared 
myſterious. 


. 


Returns to what bas doubtleſs been long 
ago expefted, and opens a new ſcene 
of various and entertaining occur- 
Fences. | x 


AM very much afraid that poor 
" Jemmy has lain for a great while un- 
der the diſpleaſure of my fair readers, 
and that few among them will be quite 
ſo ready as Jenny has been to take his 
bear word for a ſufficient proof of his 


honour, and the fincerity of his paſſion. 
1 It 


* 
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It is high time therefore to let his 
actions ſpeak for themſelves; and if they 
cannot ſhew him ſo wholly blameleſs as. 
could be wiſh'd, from the frailties of 
outh and nature, they will at leaſt de- 
fend his character from the more grois 
imputations of perfidiouſneſs, ingratitude, 
and deceit. 


As I have no view to ſelf-intereſt in 
this work, — no time-ſerver, no patron 
to pleaſe, it may be depended on that I 
ſhall preſent my hero ſuch as he truly is, 
and not like ſome political hiftorians of 
a modern date, attempt to miſlead the 
judgment by any falſe gloſſes or miſ- 
repreſentations of facts. 


The writers I have been ſpeaking of, 
will not allow the perſon on whom for- 
tune has not vouchſafed to ſmile any one 
virtue or good quality ; — he mult be all 
black, without a ſingle ſpeck of White, 
even to excite the compaſſion of the 
world; — what falſe ſteps he may have 
been guilty of are aſcribed to his own 
innate propenſity to evil, not to any ia- 
advertency, nor to the wicked inſinua- 
tions of thoſe on whom he may unhap- 
pily have depended, and who perhaps have 

„ F found. 
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found their intereſt in puſhing him on 
things purpoſely.to betray and ruin him, 


Whereas, on the other hand, the man 
whom a concurrence of fortuitious events, 
or perhaps ſome indirect meaſures of his 


own or partiſans contrivance, have raiſcd 


to proſperity, ſhall be mounted on the 
pinnacle of fame,—his virtues, it he has 
any, be reſounded even to the remoteſt 
borders of the earth, and all his vices, 
though numerous as the hairs upon his 
head, and glaring with red impiety, be 
ſo ſcreen'd and ſhadow'd over with the 
incenſe of panegyric, as not to be diſ- 
cern*d but by a few eagle-eyed obſervers; 
but I ſhall ſay no more, — theſe authors 
perhaps earn their ſuſtenance by the labour 
of the pen; — theſe are not times ſor 
truth to go clad in velvet, and there 1s 
no ſerving God and mammon. 


I cannot, however, without great in- 
juſtice, cloſe this reflection till I have 
taken notice, that there is one who bravely 


and almoſt alone, has courage to enter 
the liſts of battle againſt an hoſt of adver- 
ſaries, and attempts to reſcue injured 
| innocence from the claws of cruel and 
all- devouring ſcandal ;— may his honeſt 


endeavours meet the ſucceſs they merit, 


and in ſpite of prejudice and partiality 


open 


5 
% 
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n open the eyes of too long hood-wink” d 
reaſon, 


in And now — Gs our Jemmy Jeſſamy ; 5 
- WW —nothing is more certain than that he 
is had determined to follow his dear Jenny 
q to Bath, according to his promiſe, as 
\« MW ſoon as the affairs which brought his 
s MW ſteward to town ſhould be difpatch'd ; 
ft MW nor was he leſs uneaſy than one of his 
s, kttters inſerted in a former chapter had 
is MW intimated to her, on finding himſelt likely 
e do be detained in London ſo much longer 
e chan he had expected at the time of her 
. W departure. 


rs Buſineſs of any kind, eſpecially of that 
r fort in which he was now engaged, was 
xr no way agreeable to his humour ;—to be 
is MW obliged to fit for hours rogether read- 
ing over leaſes, bonds and ejectments, 
inſtead of poetry and books of diverſion ; 
to converſe every day with men of the 
law inſtead of the men of pleaſure, was 
extremely diſtaſteful to him; but in the 
midſt of all this he met with ſomething 
which though he did not think of any 
very great moment, ſerved however to 
add to the perplexity of his mind, and 
involve him in an embarraſſment he had 
never dreamt of, | 


WS e 
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He was at breakfaſt one morning when 
h's ſervant inform'd him, that a gentle- 
man who call'd himſelf Morgan deſir'd 
to ſpeak with him ; — this was a perſon 
for whom Jemmy had a very great eſteem, 
not only on account of many good quali- 
ties he was poſſeſs'd of, but likewiſe as 
he knew he had been always highly re- 
ſpected by his father. 


He gave orders that he ſhould be 
immediately introduced, and when he 
was ſo, began to teſtify, with as much 
ſincerity as politeneſs, how - much he 
thought himſelf indebted to him for the 
favour of this viſit; but he was ſoon in- 
terrupted by the other, who with an honeſt 
plainneſs replied in theſe terms: 


Mr. Jeſſamy, ſaid he, this is not a 
viſit of mere ceremony; I come not 
< hither at this time either to make or 
« receive any compliments, but to do 

you a more eſſential ſervice, and myſelf 
a more real pleaſure :— to be free with 
« you, continued he, I am very much 
© troubled at ſome things I have heard 
« jn relation to you, and would gladly 
offer you ſuch advice as my long expe- 
rience of the world may enable me to 


ive you.“ 
RR Few 


a K Aa 


a „ , „ © ie .e i + > +P 


Few young people like to have their 
conduct call'd in queſtion ;—Jemmy pre- 


ſently imagined that the old gentleman 


had been inform'd of ſome little flights, 
—ſome trifling irregularities which com- 
pany. and the gaiety of his own temper 
might have led him into, and expected 
to be entertain'd with a grave leſion on 
that occaſion :— he told him, however, 
he ſhould willingly liſten to any in- 
tructions he ſhould give him. 


] believe, reſumed mr. Morgan, that 
you are convinced I wiſh you well; 
© but if you are not I hope what I have 
to ſay will make you ſo :—miſtake me 


* not, purſued he, ſecing the other look 


very ſerious, —1 am not going to re- 
primand you, — I know not as yet 
* whether you deſerve it; — I have not 
' ſeen miſs Jeſſamy ſince ſhe was an 
infant; — I have heard, indeed, a very 
good character both of her perſon and 
* accompliſhments ; but you are the beſt 
judge of her merits as well as of your 
* own heart ;—I am confident that when 
your parents agreed upon a marriage 
between you, they meant not it ſhould 
render either of you miſerable, ſo have 
nothing to ſay as to that ;— but what- 


« eyer-be the motive of your breaking 
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* with her, I would not have you, me. 
thinks, transfer your addreſſes to any 
one where there is not a greater pro- 


* bability of being more happy. 


Jemmy was ſo confounded, — ſo 
aſtoniſh*d at hearing him ſpeak in this 
manner, that he had not the power, for 
ſome moments, of uttering one ſyllable, 
and when he had, it was only to cry, 
Breaking with her, fir, —what,—break- 
ing with miſs Jeſſamy? 


Lou have doubtleſs your own reaſons 
* for ſo doing, reply*d the good old gen- 
« tleman; but let that paſs, — I would 

only have you be wary how you make 

a ſecond choice ;—it is not in my na- 

ture to traduce the character of any 

one ;—miſs Chit may be a very deſer- 
ving young woman for any thing J have 
to accuſe her of ; but you know very 
well that her family is doubtful,— her 
fortune precarious, — and if ſhe ſhould 
have any, it will be little for her husband's 
honour to receive, —beſides, this is not 
the worſt, for though ſhe may be vir- 
tuous in fact, yet ſhe- keeps company 
with ſome perſons of both ſexes, which 
does not become a woman who has any 
regard for reputation; in fine, = 

TEE * ar 


R „„ K Aa KA M K & aA A 


/ + 


% ET OE OS... ov 


pe Ine 2: 8 — x G . 


JeMMy and Jenny JESAMY. 203 
dear mr. Jeſſamy, ſhe is in no reſpect 
«a fit wife for you.“ 


A wife for me ! ſaid Jemmy not yet 
© recover*d from this amazement ; — for 
« heaven's ſake, fir, explain the meaning 
+ of all this ;—you talk of things which 
have ſo little analogy with my inten- 
tions, that they never once enter'd into 
© my head or heart ;—to break my en- 
gagements with mils Jeſſamy, or to 
make my addreſſes to miſs Chit, are 
both of them equally inconſiſtent with 
© my inclination as with my reaſon ; and 
© it is not poſſible for me to conceive how 
« ſuch chimeras could come into the 
thoughts of any one. 


« As to the firſt, anſwer'd mr. Morgan, 
I have heard it mention'd in ſeveral 
companies where J have been, as an 
event paſt all diſpute ; and as to what 
concerns mifs Chit, I was not only told 
© it by a perſon who frequently viſits her, 


but alfo had it confirm'd yeſterday at 


© the coffee-houſe by her own father, 
* who being aſked if there was any truth 
in the report of an intended marriage 
between his daughter and mr. Jeſſamy, 
reply'd with his uſual ſtiffneſs and for- 
* mality, that he believed a treaty of 
that nature was upon the carpet.“ 


K 6 Jeminy, 
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Jemmy, on hearing this, was fully per- ou 
ſuaded that ſo idle a rumour could pro- v 
ceed from nothing but the vanity of that te. 

young lady, which ſo incenſed him againſt 
her, that he could not forbear, in the firſt 
emotions of paſſion, ſpeaking of her in 
terms which nothing but the occaſion 
i aaa emu! 66 


—— 


— 


ALLA IARC IEP Re 
a+ 


As he was diſcuſſing the matter with 
mr. Morgan, and convincing that gen- 
tleman of the entire fallacy of all he had 
reproach'd him with, a card was brought 
from miſs Chit, 1 in which was wrote theſe 
words: | 


_ « Miſs Chit gives her compliments to 
mr. Jeſſamy, "and deſires his company 
<« to a concert to be performed by private 
«* hands this evening at her houſe.” 


© Now, fir, ſaid he to mr. Morgan, \ | 

you ſhall fee the little influence the 

charms of this vain girl has over me, 
I will ſend her a letter inſtead of a 
card, and ſuch a one as ſhall put an 
effectual ſtop to all the fooliſh imagi- 
nations ſhe may have conceiv'd on my 
account,” 


„ N ER © 
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He then took pen and paper, and with- 
out giving himſelf much time to conſider 
what he was about, wrote to her in theſe 
terms: | 


To miſs Chir. ; 
© Mapam, . 
(6 Bs INE SS denies me the pleaſur 
of accepting your invitation; but 
4 lay hold of this opportunity of ta- 
« king my leave of you, as I cannot do 
« jt in perſon. 


Love and honour ſummon me to 
% Bath, where my dear miſs Jeſſamy is 
© gone before ;— as it is impoſſible but 
% you muſt have heard of my engage- 
« ments with that lady, you will not 
« wonder that I am in the utmoſt im- 
« patience to follow her. 


Whenever you venture on marriage, 
% I wiſh you all the happineſs which I 
cc hope very ſhortly to enjoy in that ſtate, 
« with the admirable lady to whom I am 


« going, I am, ” 


With thanks for all favours, 
-'- -—, Aida, 
* Your moſt obedient - 
ö * humble ſervant, 


J. IxssAuv.“ 
This 
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r 304 11 ; 
This letter, after having ſhew'd it to 
mr. Morgan and received his approba- 
tion, Jemmy ſent directly away, and 
| x4 orders that it ſhould be left tor the 
ady without waiting for any anſwer. 


On talking farther of this affair, they 
both concluded that the report muſt have 
taken riſe originally from the vanity of 
the daughter and the ſtupidity of the 
father, who miſconſtruing the civilities 
Jemmy treated them with as the effects 


of an amorous inclination, had boaſted | 


of the imaginary conqueſt. to ſome of 
their acquaintance, — thoſe again had 
whiſper'd it to others, till it went round, 
and became, as is common in ſuch caſes, 
the univerſal ſecret. 


Thus had the 8 of Belpine made 
miſs Chit and her father, who were in 


1 reality no more than the dupes of his 


deſign, appear as the principal contrivers 
of it; there is nothing, indeed, in which 
the judgment is ſo liable to be deceived, 
as in endeavouring to diſcover the firſt 
author of- a calumny, — thoſe generally 
take care to ſtand behind the curtain, — 
content themſelves with the invention, 


and leave the work of malice to be per- 


a formed 


for 
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formed by others,—as one of our poets 
ſays : ed, | | 


*Tis difficult, when rumour once is 
ſpread, 

To trace its windings to their fountain- 
head. | | 


The injuſtice which Jemmy and his 
friend were guilty. of in this point, may 
however have ſome claim to abſolution, 
as their belief was founded on the moſt 
ſtrong probability of truth that could be. 


| Theſe gentlemen parted not till the 
clock ſtriking three reminded them of 
dinner ; — mr. Morgan, being engaged 
at home, would fain have taken Jemmy 
with him; but he was not at preſent in a 
humour for much company, — therefore 


deſired to be excuſed from complying 


with the invitation. 


. 


Is very ſhort, but pithy. 


VOLATILE temper is not al- 
ways a ſufficient ſecurity from diſ- 
content ;—Jemmy loved his dear Jenny 
even 
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even more Sang he knew he did himſelf, 
and to be aſſured from a mouth whoſe 
veracity he was too well convinced of to 
ſuſpect, that it was ſaid he had quitted her 
for the ſake of miſs Chit, he look'd upon 
as ſuch an indignity to her merits, as gave 
him more pain than any cenſure the ſup- 


poſed change might bring upon. himſelf. 


He wrote to her that ſame night ; but 
as he hoped the idle report which gave 
him ſo much vexation could not as yet, 
at leaſt, have extended itſelf ſo far as Bath, 
he thought it improper to make any men- 
tion of it till he ſhould ſee, her in perſon, 
and have the better opportunity of pro- 
ving the falſehood of it ;—he complained 

therefore only of the buſineſs that kept 
him ſo long fr T om her, and his heart now 


more than ever overflowing with love 
and tenderneſs, his expreſſions were con- 


formable. 


This was the letter which Jenny re- 
ceived immediately after the — — 
given her by lady Speck and miſs Wing - 
man of his fuppoſed infidelity ; — the 
effects of it han — already ſhewn, and 
need not be repeated. 


a Belpine, ae gat miſs Chit's. 
concert, was a Svod deal ſurpriſed at not 
: s | finding. 


1 
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finding Jemmy there, as he knew he 


had been invited, but much more when 


that young lady, taking him aſide, ſhew*d 
him the anſwer that had been ſent to her 
card, and reproach'd him in terms pretty 
ſevere for having endeavour'd to per- 
ſuade her ſhe was miſtreſs of an heart 
which ſhe now found was ſo firmly at- 
tach*d to another. 


Happy was it for this deceitful man 
that the time and place would not allow 
of much diſcourſe, as he had not con- 
ſiderꝰd that ſuch an event might poſſibly 


happen, nor was he prepared with any ſub- 


terfuge for his proceeding z — the confu- 
ſion he was in was very great; but it 
dd not make him repent of what he had 
done, or ceaſe from future projects for 
the ſame baſe end; as will hereafter 


appear, 


It is natural, when the mind is over- 
charged with thoughts of any kind, to 


disburthen itſelf to thoſe who we believe 


take an intereſt in our affairs ;—Jemmy 
had not a greater confidence in, any one 
man of his acquaintance than in Belpine, 
it may be ſuppoſed, therefore, that he 
faild not to communicate to him the 
perplexity he was at preſent under, and 
the ſtory which had occaſion'd it. 

| | That 
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That faithleſs friend affected the utmoſt 
aſtoniſhment at the recital, and cried out 
with a ſhew of the moſt affectionate 
zeal; — Good God II hope miſs Jeſſamy 
has heard nothing of this.” 


* I think it ſcarce poſſible, reply'd 
* Jemmy, that ſuch a report can have 
« reach'd her ears at leaſt as yet, in the 
place where ſhe is; and as I hope to 


be with her in a few days ſhall take 


care to arm her againft what ſhe might 
be told hereafter by relating it myſelf, 


This greatly diſconcerted Belpine ;— 
he had flatter d himſelf that Jemmy's 
affairs would have detain'd him ſo long 
in London, that the ſtratagems laid to 
inſpire her with a belief of his inconſtancy 
would have taken too ſtrong a hold of 
her heart to be totally removed: — fain 
he would have diſſuaded him from going 
to Bath, but could find no reaſons for 
that purpoſe plauſible enough to prevent 
the real motive from bein {ufpeQted ;— 
chance, however, at preſent befriended 
his deſigns, and did that for him which 
all his own invention, fertile as it was, 
could not furniſh him with the means 
of accompliſhing. 


As 
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As Jemmy, in an indolent and uncon- 
templative mood, was one day loitering 
in Covent-Garden Piazza, a fine gilt 
chariot, with two footmen behind it, 
ſtopp'd at one of the arches, and juſt as 
he was paſſing, an ancient gentleman and 
2 very young lady alighted out of it, and 
vent into the great auction-houſe, lately 
mr. Cock's, but now occupy'd in the 


lame manner by mr. Langford. 


He ſtarted, and was ſtrangely ſur- 
priſed at ſight of this lady ; — not on 


account of her beauty, though ſhe was 


handſome beyond deſcription, but becauſe 
he thought himſelf perfectly well ac- 
quainted with her face; but where, or 
at what time, he had been ſo, he could 
not preſently recollect. 


He ſtood for the ſpace of ſeveral 


minutes endeavouring to recover a more 
diſtinct idea of that lovely perſon ; but 
finding it impoſſible, he ſtepp'd to one 
of the footmen, who was leaning his back 


againſt a pillar, and aſk*'d him to whom 


that chariot belong'd; and being anſwer*d 


— To fir Thomas Hardy.'—* Then, re- 


* ſumed Jemmy, I ſuppoſe the young 
lady with him is his daughter.“ No, 


{ lir, replied the fellow with a ſmile, 


© which 
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4 which he was not able to reſtrain,— [ 
«© aſſure you ſhe is his wife.“ 


Jemmy on this began to think he had 
been miſtaken ;—reſolving however to be 
convinced, he went into the auction room, 
doubting not but a ſecond and more full 
view would ſet him right. 


There was a great deal of company, 


but he preſently ſingled her out, and was 
now more aſſured than ever that they 
were no ſtrangers to each other ; when, 
on fixing his eyes upon her, he perceiv'd 
her countenance change at fight of him, 
that ſhe grew pale and red by turns, 
and betrayed all the marks of the utmoſt 
confuſion, 


Yet all this was not ſufficient to enable 


him to bring back to remembrance what 
curioſity made him ſo deſirous of retriev- 


ing, till the lady, taking the opportunity 
of her husband*s being engaged in look- 


ing over ſome pictures, advanced haſtily 


towards him, and faid in a low voice— 


'© What has mr. Jeſſamy forgot his Celia 


of the woods? 


8 Heavens! cried he, what a ſtupid 
* dolt was I ?P— Huſh, reply'd ſhe, take 
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er eyes upon her husband all the time 
ſhe was ſpeaking to Jemmy, and obſer. 
ring that he now look d that way rejoin'd 
him in an inſtant, 


The old baronet kept very cloſe to his 
air wife all the reſt of the time, yet had 
ſhe the addreſs to ſteal a moment juſt to 
bid Jemmy meet her at ten the next 
morning at that end of the Mall next 
Buckingham houſe. 


„He could only give her a bow of aſſent ; 
d Wand remain'd in a conſternation which 
„only can be gueſs'd at by the knowledge 
„ho Celia was, and the intercourſe he 
formerly had with her. 
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Diſcovers Celia of the woods on her 
firſt acquaintance with Jemmy, and 
and alſo ſome other particulars of 
equal importance. | | 
THOUGH Jemmy, when he was at 

1 Oxford, debar'd himſelf from few 

of thoſe gay amuſements which he ſaw 

taken by his fellow collegians, yet he 
| apply'd 
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214 The HISTORY / 
apply'd himſelf to his ſtudies more cloſely 
than moſt gentlemen commoners think 
they are under any obligation to do; and, 
becauſe he would not be interrupted, 
would frequently ſteal from the univerſity 
and paſs whole hours together in the 
fields, either reading r contemplating, 


A pretty warm diſpute happening to 


riſe one day between two ſtudents con- 


cerning the true reading of Perſius, he 
was ambitious of becoming more maſter 


of the ſubje& than either of them ſeem'd 
to be ; — accordingly he put the book 
into his pocket and repair'd to his uſual 
place of retirement. | 


The evening was fair and pleaſant, 
and he was ſo much abſorb'd in medi- 
tation, that he wander'd on to a greater 
diſtance from the town than he had been 
accuſtom'd, till at laſt, finding himſelf a 


little weary, he ſat down at the foot of 
a large ſpreading oak. 


Here he proſecuted his examination 
of that crabbed author, but had not long 
done ſo before he was interrupted, and 
his eyes taken off by the fudden ap- 
pearance of a ſight more pleaſing. 
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The tree, which ſerved him at once 


for a ſupport and ſcreen, was juſt at the 
entrance of a little wood; — a ruſtling 


among the leaves made him look that 


way, where he immediately ſaw a young 


country maid ;—ſhe was neat, tho* plainly 
dreſs'd, and hadeyes which mightvye with 
any that ſparkled in the box or drawing- 
toom. 


At this view he was not maſter of 
himſelf; — like Carlos at the ſight of 
Angelina in the play, he threw away his 
book, —ſtarted from the poſture he was 
in, and advanced towards the ſweet temp- 
tation; — ſhe ſaw him too and fled, but 
not ſo faſt as not to be eaſily overtaken. 


The firſt rencounter between theſe 
two young perſons reminds me of a paſ- 
lage I have read in one of our beſt poets : 


As Mahomet was muſing in his cell, 


Some dull inſipid paradice to trace, 
A briſk Arabian girl came tripping by, 
Paſſing ſhe ſhot at him a ſide-long 

glance, L263 
And look'd behind as if to be purſu'd; 
* took the hint, embraced the fly ing 

fair, 7. 5 In 

And having found his Heaven, he fix'd 
it there. | a 
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| It is not to be imagined that Jemmy 

[1 accoſted a maid of her degree with any 
1 ſet ſpeeches or formal falutations;—thoſe 
45 charms which in a woman of condition 
[if would have inſpired him with a reſpect. = 
1 ful awe, ſerved only to fill his heart with 
# the moſt unwarrantable deſires ;—he told 
. her ſne was very pretty, and at the ſame 

. time attempted to convince her that he 

. thought her ſo by catching her forcibly MW. 
| in his arms, and giving her two or three 
. hearty kiſſes. | 
4 She ſtruggled, —bluſh'd, - cried— fye WM 
4 © fir,” and deſired him to forbear; but 
1 our young commoner was not to be ſo il 
Wi eaſily rebuffed z — the little repulſes ſhe 
5 gave him ſerved only the more to inflame 

1 his amorous inclination; and he had 

5 perhaps completed his conqueſt, without 
1 any farther ceremony, if ſhe had not 
ik fallen on her knees, and with tears be- 
x ſaught him to deſiſt. ; 
42 | 

14 Jemmy had too much honour and 
11 good nature not to be touch'd with a 
4 behaviour ſo moving, and which he had Il © 
4 ſo little reaſon to expect from the weak 

1 efforts ſhe at firſt had made to repel his 

. DE Il 


« Nay, 
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© Nay,—my dear creature, ſaid he, I 


ſcorn to do any thing by force; but if 


call the love in the world can make you 
mine I ſhall be happy ;—tell me there- 
fore, continued he, who you are, and 
« where you live, that I may ſee you 
another time.” | 


Oh lud, fir, cried ſhe, that is im- 
« poſſible ;--What do youthink my friends 
would ſay, if they ſhould fee ſuch a 
gentleman as you come to viſit me? 
I did not mean ſo, reply'd he, but J 
ſuppoſe your father lives here about, 
* and it may be is of ſome buſineſs that 
might give a pretence for my calling at 
© his houſe.“ : 


„My father keeps a farm, ſaid ſhe, 
about fix miles off; bur I am at pre- 
{ ſent with my uncle, who is a Gardener, 
and lives on the other ſide the wood.“ 


© — That's unlucky, rejoin'd he, for I 


have no ſort of occaſion for any thing 
in his way. Lou mult then conſent to 
meet me, my little angel, added he, 
* tenderly preſſing her hand.” 


On this ſhe bluſh'd, — hung down her 


head, but made no anſwer ; till he repeat- 
ng his requeſt, and enforcing it by all 
Vor. II. I 1 
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the rhetoric he was maſter of, whether 
real or feign'd I will not pretend to ſay, 
ſhe at laſt promiſed to meet him the next 
evening at the place where they now 
were. 


He received this grant with the greateſt 
ſhew of tranſport, but made her {ſwear 
to the fulfilling it; after which he aſd 
her by what name he ſhould think of his 
dear pretty charmer. -< They call me Celia, 
« fir, ſaid ſhe.—“ Then, cried he, you 
© ſhall be my Celia of the woods, and ! 
* will be your Jeſſamy of the plains.” 


The ſun beginning now to withdraw 
his beams, they were obliged to part ; 
but before they did Celia gave evident 
indications that her Jeſſamy had made 
no ſlight impreſſion on her young and 
unexperienced heart. 


Jemmy return'd from his evening's ex- 
curſion with thoughts very full of this 
new amour, which he flatter*d himſelf 
would afford him a moſt agreeable amuſe- 
ment, without cofting much pains in the 
acquiſition. . 


Beſides, the liking he had for this 


country girl ſeem'd to him to be no 


breach of his fidelity to Jenny, or any 
ä Way 


anne s * we * 
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way interfere with the honourable affec- 
tions he had for that young lady ;— ſhe 
being then but in her ſixteenth year, 
himſelf not quite nineteen, and was not 
intended by their parents that they ſhould 
marry till he had attain'd the age of one 


and twenty; — ſo that it was a long time 
to the completion of his felicity with her. 


— I know not whether my fair readers 
will look upon this as a ſufficient excuſe 
for him ; but dare anſwer that thoſe of 
the other ſex will think what he did was 
no more than a venial tranſgreſſion. 


As for poor Celia, ſhe was in agita- 


tons which ſhe had never known nor 


had the leaſt notion of betore ;— ſhe was 
charm'd with the perſon of Jemmy ;-— 
ſhe was quite raviſh'd with the kind 


things he had ſaid to her; and though 


the liberties he had taken with her at that 
firſt interview would have been ſhocking 
to her modeſty, had they been offer d 


by any of thoſe whom ſhe was accuſtom'd ' 


to converſe with, yet did that very rude- 
neſs in him appear too agreeable to alarm 
her with any dreadful apprehenſions of 
lis repeating, it. 5 


for the appointed hour of meeting him 
gain, and haſted to the rendezvous; 
„ where 


More full of joy than fear ſhe long'd 
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where ſhe had not. waited many minutes 
betore the charmer of her ſoul appear'd; 
he flew to her with open arms, and the 
tranſport ſhe felt made her half return 
the ſtrenuous embrace he gave her, 


They fat down together upon a ficke 
hillock benzcath the ſhade of ſome trees 
which arch'd above their heads and 
form'd a kind of canopy ;—here Jemmy 
tinding her ſoftened to his wiſh, would 
fain have finiſh'd the affair he had made 
10 conſiderable a progreſs in; but, on 
perceiving his intent, ſhe burſt a ſecond 
time into tears, — begg⸗ d he would not 
ruin her, — confeſs'd the loved him, but 
ſaid ſhe could not bear the thoughts of 
being naught. 5 


He could ſcarce keep himſelf from 
laughing; but as he had promiſed not to 
make uſe of force, fail'd not to urge all 
the arguments that ſuch a thing would 
admit of to perſwade her that what he 
requeſted of her was not naught in itſelf, 
but perfectly conformable to the laws of 
nature. 


She was too ignorant, and perhaps alſo 
too little inclined to attempt any thing 
in order to confute what he ſaid on this 


occaſion; but though ſhe refuſed with 
lels 
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leſs reſolution than ſhe had done, yet 
ſhe would not abfolutely conſent to his 
delires:—on which Jemmy, not doubring 
but the fruit thus ripened would ſoon 
fall of itſelf, told her,— that he was not 
of a humour to accept of any favours 
granted with re luctance, and that he would 


content himſelt with ſuch as he ſhould. 


find her willing to beſtow. 


He kept his yord, and preſs'd her no 
farther at that time ;—this the poor inn 
cent creature look'd upon as fo great a 
condeſcention in him, and thought her- 
ſelf ſo much obliged by it that ſhe readily 
allow'd his kiſſes, his embraces, and in 
fine every freedom except that only on 
which he had aſſured her he would nc: 
take without her leave, : 


Notwithſtanding what they call'd the 
crown of a lover's felicity was wanting, 
this couple paſs'd the time they were 


together in a manner pleaſing enough to 


both; nor parted without a mutual pro- 


miſe of re- enjoying the ſame happineſs 


again on the enſuing day. 


Jemmy, however, who was of too fan- 
guine and amorous a diſpoſition not to 


feel a good deal of impatience for the 


conſummation of his wiſhes, in order to 


a * 1 4 Y KW.» 
r 
FF S % * 


* 


* 
LI? - - 6 - 1 
. K U,wcebʃ — 

* 925 : PRs . 62. he : * | A ” 2 
3 3 WIE RS — 9 ; OE or A Tana ET oe OO a 

. — Ro > 3%. 58 — r 

2 * 1 . $A 31 1 

1 e av FT. Ed | D at r e 0 4 j 
Z g A TE. e EE r 
- x "EV yo C77 3 


D 


8 ge” paddy - meine "OS 
2 122 8 =p e NT 
OK nnn r F r 2 

. - 5 g by” 


* i * — 
u 
n 


7 2 


r OT EIS On ro Ra n A 


1 g 
ba 
45 ; 
1 
4.4 
as 
af 
7 
* 
i 
Wo 
" 
* 
{2 
mp. 
. 
4 
L108 
* 
9 
1 
oY 
39 
v 
a 
5 
1 
e 
$7 
1 
Vi 
} 
4344 
Faint 
404 
uy 
17 
„ 
LY 
" 
. 
1 1 
„ 
KY 
** 
* 
* 
= 0. 
1 
11 
1 
7 46 

KO 

1 4 

1JKY 

; 

144 
1 1 
p i 
. "14 
Nai 
t 
AZ RB 
1 
% 5 
od * 
. 
na 
at 
- ts 
kg ; 
kJ 
= * 
I 1 * 
f ©: 
- G 
272 
1 
AWB 
WV. 
48.8 
FR 

4. 

i + 
ka 
* 1 
„ 

„ 
* 
9 H 
„ 

. 
Ab» 
4 
4 
1 
9 
"1 [ 
# -* 

Pu : 

| 
As 

a 

75 

> E * 
: 7 

12 

* 4 
+ 
3 17 

So 
* ” 

* 1 o 

I 
| : 
* : 
: 

. . 

5 

1 

Pug ) 
. 
* 

Pr 

1. 

24 

1 
8 


* 


222 The HISTORY. of 
haſten it contrived a ſtratagem, which, 
rom the aſcendant he had gain'd over 
(c:14's heart, gave him no room to doubt 
would fail of ſucceſs in making her lovely 


_perion no leſs entirely his, —it was this: 


He approach'd her at their next meet- 
ing with the moſt ſolemn and dejected 
air ſhe had brought him a fine poſy 
ſelected from the choiceſt flowers in her 
uncle's garden, tied together with a piece 
of green riband; — ſhe was going to 
preſent it to him, when perceiving the 
change in his countenance ſhe ſtarted, 
and aſked him if he was not well. 


No Celia, anſwer' d he, affecting to 


ſpeał in a very faint voice, — l am ſick, 


© —ſfick at heart, — “ Indeed I am very 


ſorry, ſaid ſhe, ſmell to this poſy, — I 


hope it will refreſh you, my dear fir.” 


No, Celia, return*d he, it is not in 
« the power of art or nature to relieve 
me, you mult loſe your lover; I muſt 
die, my Celia.“ —* Now all that's good 
« forbid it, cried ſhe, and wept bitterly. 


I muſt die, ſaid he again, or what 
© is worſe than death, — never ſee my 
Celia more.“ — Surpriſed and over- 


whelm'd with | the mingled paſſions of 


love and grief at hearing him ſpeak in 
0 75” 0018 
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this manner, ſhe threw her taper arms 
about his neck, laid her cheek cloſe to 
his, and begg'd him to tell her what he 
meant, and the cauſe of his complaint. 


* You, dear cruel maid, anſwer'd he 
with a well countericited agony, — it 
© is you which is the cauſe of my com- 

plaint ;—and it is you alone can be my 
© cure :—in fine, it is impoſſible for me 
to breathe the ſame air with you and 
© not ſee you,—yet every time I fee you 

gives freſh tortures to my bleeding 
heart, by letting me know ſtill more of 
the Heaven I am deny'd poſſeſſing; 
J have therefore taken a reſolution t- 
* baniſh myſelf for ever from you, and 
from this country. — You muſt then, 
continued he, — embracing her with 
the utmoſt eagerneſs, either loſe all 

* your Jeſſamy or give me all my Celia.” 


The conſternation ſhe was in is not to 
be expreſs'd ; but every look, — every 
motion, betray*d to him the inward trou- 
ble of her mind ;— ſhe could not ſpeak 
for ſeveral minutes; but at laſt cried out, 
with a voice interrupted by ſighs, — * Oh 
mr. Jeſſamy, will you, — can you be 
© ſo barbarous to leave me, — leave me 
© for ever!” 
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Call not that barbarous which your 
unkindneſs drives me to, rejoin'd he 
if 1 loved you with a common pallion, 
could perhaps be eaſy under the ſevere 
reſtriction you have laid upon me — 
but you are too beautiful, and I too 
much enamoured — Oh then throw off 
at once this cruel coyneſs, — this un- 
merited reſerve, — generouſly ſay ycu 
will be all mine, and make both me 
aud yourlelf completely bleſs'd. 


K” BD» K K „ „k @& «a % „ 


He utter'd theſe laſt words in accents 
which pierced her to the ſoul ;—ſhe was 
all confuſion, —irreſolute for. a while, — 
lometimes looking on him, and ſometimes 
on the ground; but love at length,— 
- prevailing love, got the better of that 
baſnfulneſs, which *tis likely had, more 
than any other principle, till now re- 
ſtrain'd her from yielding to his ſuit ;— 
| the threw herſelf, into his arms, and 
hiding her head within his boſom,—-* 1 
cannot part with you, cried ſhe, I can 
deny you nothing, - you have my heart, 
and muſt command whatever Celia has 
. 


a „ „ 


There is a ſtrong probability, if it does 
not amount even to a certainty, that 
Jemmy would not have given her time 
| + - for 
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revok*d the promiſe ſhe had made; but 
his plot, hitherto ſo ſucceſsful, was now 
entirely fruſtrated by the ſudden ſound 
of men's voices at a diſtance, and which 
eem'd to approach more near. 


ch lud, cried ſhe extremely frighted, 
1 hear my uncle ;—if he ſhould come 
this way and find me with a gentleman, 


+ he will tell my father, and I ſhall be 


half kill'd ;—Dear mr. Jeſſamy, make 
© all the haſte you can out of the wood; 
AI will go and face him, and pretend 
© I was going to carry theſe flowers to a 
great lady who lives hard by.“ 


Jemmy could not forbear curſing both 
the uncle and the interruption ; but thou ght 
proper to comply with Celia's advice, 
after having exacted an oath from her to 
meet him again the next day and fulfi 


her engagement, which ſhe readily gave, 
and then tripp'd away as faſt as her legs 


could carry her. 


Thus did they part, not to ſee each 


other again for a much longer time than 
either of them imagined, — the cauſe of 
which will N be ſhewn. 


t 
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for a ſecond thought, which might have 
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CHAP, XXII. | 

In which, among other things, it will 
be found highly proper that ſome il 
paſſages formerly inſerted ſhould be 
re-capitulated, in order to form the 


better underlandi ng of thoſe which 
are now upon the tapis. 


EM MI return'd to the college in 
J no very good humour, as may be ſup- ll | 
poſed, though the mortification of the 
diſappointment he had received was very 
much alleviated by the aſſurance he lad 
of Celia's affection for him; but on his 
entering into his chambers he met with 
ſomething which made the adventures 
of the day, and indeed all that had paſs'd 
between him and the country maid, va- 
niſh like a dream from his remem- 
brance. e TI08 
A letter. was prefented to him which 
had been left for him by the poſt, ſum- 
moning him immediately to London to 
receive the laſt commands and bleſſing 
of a dying father; — filial piety and 
duteous affection now took up all his 
mind, ard he thought of nothing but A 
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be ſpeedy in his obedience to the autho- 
titative mandate. ä . 


Accordingly he roſe the next morning 
by break of day, rode poſt, and arrived 
in London before evening, as has been 


already related in the beginning of the 


firſt volume of this work. 


| On his going back to the univerſity, 


after the melancholy ſolemnity of his 


father's funeral was over, Celia came 
again a little into his head; and though 
he deſign'd ſhortly to quit Oxford entire- 


ly, yet he thought that for the time he 


ſaid he gould not have a more agreeable 


amuſement than the proſecution of that 


amour to divert his affliction for the loſs. 
he had ſuſtain*d. e 


To this end he went to the wood, 
ranged through every part of that ſcene 
of their loves, but found no Celia there; 
— he knew her uncle's name, but not 
directly where he lived; or if he had, 
would not have thought it proper to go 
to his houſe to make any enquiry con- 
cerning her; — happening, however, to 


ſee a fellow cutting down wood, he ven- 


tur'd to aſk him if one mr. Adams, a 

gardener, did not live ſomewhere there- 

abouts,.— Ay, ſir, mr the man, if you 
i hs L | 


turn 
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= * turn by that thicket on your right 
47 hand you may ſee his .houſe.'—* Nay, 
* ſaid Jemmy careleſly, I have no buſineſs ! 
* with him,—lT have only heard he was a1 
very honeſt 'man.*—* Ay, fir, rejoin'd 
* the other, that he is to be ſure, as 
| ever broke bread — I have known him 

13 above theſe thirty years, and never heard 

i413 an ill thing of him in my life.“ 


PFC IE en LIE **) 


Jemmy finding this fellow ſeem'd to be 
of a communicative diſpoſition, demanded 
of him what family mr. Adams had. — 

© Ah, fir, ſaid the man,—he has only two 
© boys, — one he brings up to his own 
« buſineſs and the other is a gentleman's 
© ſervant.;-—his wife, — reſt her ſoul, has 
© been dead two years come Michaelmas 
next, and he would have been quite 
c helpleſs if he had not got a brother's 
* daughter of his to look after his things; 
© —but ſhe is gone now ;— I know not 
What the poor man will do, —he muſt 
© even hire a maid, and there are ſo few 
of them good.“ — What is his niece 
dead too, cried Jemmy pretty haſtily,” 
No ſir, anſwer'd he, — but ſhe is gone 
© away —her father, belike, ſent for her 
home, — I know not on what account, 
< —not1; *. ſhe has left poor Adams, 
and he is in a piteous plight.“ 


Femmy 
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Jemmy being deſirous of receiving as 
much intelligence as he could of his little 
miſtreſs, affected to be in ſome concern 
for the honeſt gardener, her uncle, pre- 
tending he had heard much in his com- 
mendation from thoſe that knew him; 
and ſaid it was a great pity that the maid 
| ſhould be ſent for away, as ſhe was ſo 
uſeful to him, and ſo notable a manager. 


Ay very handy, indeed fir, anſwer'd 
mr. Adams's friend, — ſhe kept every 
thing in the houſe ſo clean and fo tight 
it would have done your heart good 
to have ſcen it; — but as to her father's 
ſending for her away, — I don't know, 
—mayhap he had a mind to. have her 
under his on eye, — he has the character 


0 0 Ä 


of + a parlous-ſhrewd man, and ſees 


things a great while before they come.“ 


Was there any danger then to be 


apprehended in her ſtaying, demanded 
Jemmy?' — © I can ſay nothing as to 
that, ſir, —ſhe is as likely, — as comely 
a a laſs as any in the county round, but 


I believe very honeſt; - though ſhe has a 


kind of a leer with her eyes, and is always 
« ſimpering and ſmirking; and you know 
fir, that gives encouragement ;— there 
< were a power of young fellows that had 

a han- 


P 
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a hankering after her, -I have heard my 
« wite ſay a "thouſand times 1 believe, — 
and ſhe is ſeldom miſtaken, that the 
« wiſh'd Celia might come to good, 


« Beſides, fir, continued he, ſhaking 
his head, we are ſo near the Univerſity 
© here, and the young ſtudents are moſt 
* of them wild blades, and ſpend their 


time more in running after the girls 
than on their books. 


It muſt be obſerved that Jemmy was 
now in his travelling dreſs; for had he 
appeared as a gentleman-commoner, no 
body can ſuppoſe that the countryman 
would have been ſo free in his diſcourſe 
with him, which being once enter'd into 
he would probably- have gone on. with 
till he had related all he knew of the news 
of the whole pariſh: - 


But Jemmy having ſatisfied his curio- 


| fity as fully as he could have deſired, and 


much more than ke had any reaſon to 
expect, grew quite weary of this kind of 
converſation, and ſoon after took leave 
of his informer, 2 walk'd __—_ to the 
College | 


He had now loſt his Celia of the woods, 
—he knew indeed where to find her; 
but 


„ 
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but as his ſtay in Oxford was to be very 
ort, and he had many friends to ſee 
before he went away, he had no time to 
devote to the purſuit of a miſtrefs ſo far 
removed; — beſides, he knew not what 
inconveniencies might attend his ſeeking 
her at her father's houſe; and was too 
indolent in his nature to riſque any diffi- 
culties for the ſake of gratifying a paſſion 
ſuch as the beauty of that girl had in- 
ſpired him with, 


After he had quitted the Univerſity 
entirely, and was ſettled in London, be- 
fides the ney his dear Jenny, whom, 
in ſpite of little excurſions of his 
youth, he loved with the moſt pure and 
reſpectful paſſion, new ſcenes of life, — 
new amuſements, — new pleaſures, crowd- 
ed upon his ſenſes, and preſently oblite- 
rated the memory of thoſe he left behind. 


Celia, no more was wiſh'd for, no more 
thought on by him, how was it- poſſible 


whole years, and having feen ſuch, a 
rariety of beautiful faces, he ſhould be 
able to recollect his plain country maid 
under the character of a fine town lady, 


blazing with gold and jewels, attended 


by a ſplendid equipage, and dignify'd 


with a ticdle. 
ati This 
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This adventure, notwithſtanding, ſerved 
greatly to diſſipate all the chagrine which 
the ſtory invented in relation to his in- 


fidelity to Jenny had involved him in; 


— he could not keep himſelf from being 
highly pleafed at meeting with a perſon 
who had once ſo many charms for him, 
nor with finding, by her behaviour to- 
wards him, that ſo prodigious a change 
of fortune had not made the leaſt change 
in her ſentiments on his account. :— in a 
word, all the long dormant inclinations 
which ke had formerly felt for Celia, now 
revived in his boſom at fight of lady 
Hardy ; and he heſitated not a moment 
whether he ſhould comply with the ap- 
pointment ſhe had made him, 


How uneertain,—how wandering are 
the paſſions of mankind, — how yielding. 
to every temptation that preſents itſelf; 
— ſeldom are they maſters of their own 
hearts or actions, eſpecially at Jemmy's 

ears; and well may they deceive others 
in what they are deceived themſelves, | 


4 


When they proteſt to love no other 
object than the preſent, they may, per- 
haps, reſolve to be as juſt as they pretend; 
but alas !—this is not in their power, 


even though it may in their will; they 


Can. 
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aan no more command their wiſhes than 
they can their thoughts, which, as Shaket- 
pear tells us, —* Once loſt, are gone be- 
: yond the clouds.“ We often ſee that 
to reverſe this boaſted conſtancy 1s the 
work of but a ſingle minute, — and then 
in vain their paſt profeſſions recoil upon 
their minds; — in vain the idea of the 
forſaken fair haunts them in nightly 
viſions. 


Por mighty love, which honour doss 
deſpile, 

For reaſon ſhews them a new charmer's 
eyes. 


CHAP,. XXII 


Contains only ſuch accidents as are too 
common to excite much wonder. 


[ WOULD not be underſtood, by the. 
obſervations made on the generality of 
mankind in the cloſe of the preceding 
chapter, that the vice of inconſtancy ought 
to be imputed to the hero of this hiſtory ; 
what in moſt others is the effect of a love 
of variety, was. produced in him. by the 
too great vivacity and ſprightlineſs of his 
temper; he had ſometimes very ſtrong 

inclinations, 
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inclinations, but never a real affection ſor 
any but his dear Jenny; and tho” theſe 


may have led him into errors which 


render him not wholly blameleſs, yet the 
permanence of his devoirs to that ſole ob- 
ject of his honourable paſſion, ſhews his 
character to have in it infinitely more of 
light than ſhade. 


Let no one therefore paſs too ſevere a 
cenfure on his conduct in regard to this 
fair- tempter, either as Celia of the woods 
or lady Hardy ;— whatever was the firſt 
motive of his addreſſes to her, curioſity 
to know how this transformation - came 
about might now, and doubtleſs had, 
ſome ſhare in exciting him to renew his 
acquaintance with her. 


T ſhall not, however, as I have more 
than once aſſured my readers, make any 
attempts either to palliate or diſguiſe the 


truth :—Jemmy was punctual to the hour 
that had been prefix*'d by his miſtreſs, 


yet found her in the Park before him; 


he had placed herſelf on a bench be- 


hind the Mall, as being moſt free from 


- company :— when he firſt diſcerned her, 


ſhe' ſeem'd talking to 2 young woman 
who ſtood waiting near her, but left her 


| ladyſhip alone before he could come up 


to them. 
How 
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« How little poſſible was it for me to 
« expect this bleſſing, —ſaid he approach- 
ing her. Hold — hold, — cried ſhe 
© interrupting him,—we have no time at 
« preſent for fine ſpeeches, and you will 
. be ſurpriſed to find yourſelf ſummon'd 
here only to be told you muſt be gone. 
© —I ſhould be indeed ſurpriſed, — re- 


© join*d he; — but how have I deſerved 


to be ſo unhappy? 


No, no, reply'd ſhe ſmiling, you are 
not unhappy, though I could eaſily tell 
' you how you deſerve to be ſo ;— but 
this is no place either for a quarrel or 


da reconciliation : — you muſt know I 


could not come out alone for fear of 
' giving ſuſpicion to my old husband, 
ſo brought my woman with me; but 
das ſoon as I ſaw you, ſent her home 
under the pretence of fetching * ſmuff- 
box, which I left behind me for that 
{ purpoſe ; — ſhe will be here again in 
two minutes, for we live but in the 


next ſtreet, and have a door into the. 


© Park ;—therefore take this, continued 
© ſhe, and be careful to do as this directs.” 


Let me firſt examine how I approve 
of the contents, ſaid he with his ac- 
cuſtom'd gaiety, — You may, _— 

| « the; 


* 


236 The HISTORY f 
4 * ſhe; but then you will loſe the only 
— moment that I have to tell you, I am 
jt * as much yours as ever, and that I have 
* not known one joy in life fance laſt we 
* parted. —* Angelic creature ! cried he 
13 with a voice and eyes all tranſport, oh 
we that I had the opportunity of throwing 
myſelf at your feet to thank, as it de- 
* ſerves, this goodneſs !—where,— when 
* ſball we meet again?? 


The paper I gave you will inform 
you, reply*d ſhe; but do not diſappoint 
lady Hardy in the ſame manner as you 
did Celia of the woods.” — Oh I can 
clear myſelf of that, cried he, it was 
© a ſad neceſſity that drove me from you, 
and I had no means of conveying a letter 
to you but I have ſought you ſince.” 
* — And I have ſought you too, rejoin'd 
© ſhe ; but we muſt talk of this hereafter ; 
El fee my woman coming,—leave me 
for Heaven's ſake, and if you ſtay in 
the walks paſs careleſly by, and ſeem 
not to regard me. — Jemmy had only 
time to tell her, that he would read the 
dear mandate, and obey whatever it en- 
| Joined. 15 
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After ſpeaking theſe words he retired 
33 with as much haſte as he could to the 
1 other end of the walk, where he examined 
„ | En | 5 What 
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what had been given him by the Jady, 
and found it contain'd only theſe few ex- 
preſſive lines: | 


O at ſix this evening perciſely to 


« \F mrs. Comode, the habit-maker, 
4 in *** ſtreet, —ſhe is already apprized 
of your coming, but knows not your 
« perſon , — ſo you have only to fay,— 
4 you are come for the riband, —on which 
„ ſhe will immediately conduct you to 


« Yours, &c.“ 


It had been obſerv*d through the courſe 
of this hiſtory, that Jemmy, in ſpite of 


his gay temper, had ſometimes the power 


of thinking very ſeriouſly ;—the billet he 
had in his hand, together with the looks 
and geſtures of the lady, fill'd him with 
reflections which it cannot be ſuppoſed 
ſhe either intended or wiſh*d to inſpire, 


To find that the moſt timid baſhful- 
neſs, — the moſt innocent ſimplicity of 
mind and manners thus improved, in the 
compals of fo ſmall a ſpace of time, into 
all the aſſured airs of a woman who had 
paſs'd her whole life in artifice and 
intrigue, ſeem'd to him a thing ſo ſtrange, 
ſo out of nature, that he would never have 
believed it poſſible, had he not ſeen it 

verified 
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verified in the character of his Celia, at 
preſent lady Hardy. 


This transformation did not render her 
more amiable in his eyes; —he was, how- 
ever, punctual to the aſſignation, though 
it is pretty certain his curioſity of know- 
ing thoſe accidents which had occaſion'd 
ſo extraordinary a revolution, both in 
her circumſtances and behaviour, had as 
great a ſhare in carrying him thither as 
any other motive. 


On his coming to mrs. Comode's he 
found the obliging gentlewoman ready 


to receive him; and, on his giving the 


appointed ſignal, led him with a ſmiling 
countenance, into a back. parlour behind 
the a ki where lady Hardy — 
waited his approach. 


He was doubtleſs gout to ſalute her 
with ſome fine ſpeech, but ſhe no ſooner 
ſaw him enter than, , ſtarting from her 
ſeat, ſhe threw herſelf at once into his 
arms, before they were even open to re- 
ceive her ; My dear, dear mr, Jeſſamy, 
© cried ſhe, with an undeſcribeable ſoft- 
« neſs in her voice and eyes, —a few days 

« paſt have little did I nn this hap- 
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at 


Such love,—ſuch tenderneſs, in one fo 

young and beautiful, muſt have warm'd 

er the heart of a dull Stoick, much more 
chat of one endow'd by nature with the 
n moſt amorous inclinations, — Jemmy 
„ muſt have been as inſenſible as he was 
really the reverſe, had he not felt the 
force of ſuch united charms he return'd 
all her tranſports, —her careſſes, with in- 
tereſt ;—they ſaid the moſt paſſionate and 
endearing things to each other; but the 
energy of their expreſſions, as they were 
ſo often interrupted with kiſſes and em- 
braces, would be loſt in the repetition z - 
—for as mr. Dryden juſtly ſays, f 


I % wo, WE. * 


Imperfect ſentences, and broken ſounds, 
And nonſenſe is the eloquence of love. 


After the firſt demonſtrations of their 

mutual joy on this meeting was over, 
© I will not, ſaid ſhe, be ſo ungenerous to 
© accuſe you of a crime of whieh I know 
© you clear; — I diſcover'd the melan- 
* choly occaſion which call'd you in ſuch 
© haſte to London; — but tell me, my 
dear Jeſſamy, continued ſhe, did not 
© your heart feel ſome anguiſh on _— 
* yourſelf obliged to leave your Celia juſt 
* as you had prevaiPd upon her to ſwear 
* ſhe would be yours?“ ; 5 
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He covld not without being guilty of, 
as much ill manners as ingratitude, 
avoid pretending he had ſuffer'd greatly 
on that account; but whatever was want- 
ing of ſincerity in this aſſertion he attoned 
for in the relation he made her of the 
pains he had taken in ſearching for her 
on his return to Oxtord. 


She laugh'd heartily at the detail he 
gave her of the converſation he had with 
the countryman concerning her uncle 
Adams and the affairs of his family ;— 
And, now, ſaid ſhe, I will make you 
© the confidant of every thing that has 
* happen'd to me ſince I had the pleaſure 
of ſeeing you.“ i 


Jemmy then telling her it was a favour 


for which he had the utmoſt impatience, 


ſhe immediately gave him the ſatisfaction 


he deſired. 


ö 
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ied Te history of Celia in the woods pro- 
he i ſecuted in that of lady Hardy, re- 
ner lated by berſelf to Femmy. 


« F WIL L not, faid ſhe, poiſon the 
he MW © & ſweets of our preſent moments with. 
ith “ any deſcription of the bitter pangs 1 
cle “ fuffer'd in not finding you as I ex- 
— WW < pected in the wood; I had too much 
ou © dependance on your love and honour 
has Ml © to entertain one thought that this diſ- 
ure MW © appointment was an act of your own 

choice; and therefore fear'd that you 

« was either ſuddenly taken ſick, or 
zur MW © that ſome other ill accident had be- 
ce, “ fallen you. 


* Under theſe apprehenſions I paſs'd 

« the moſt cruel night that ever was 

“ — nor did the day bring me much 

« more tranquility ; though | ſometimes 

« flatter'd myſelf that buſineſs, — com- 

% pany, or ſome ſuch like enemy to love, 

« had kept you from me the evening 

« before, and that you would not fail on 

« this to come and make attonement for 

„the diſquiet you had given me. 

P. Vor. I. M « Accord- 
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« Accordingly, in this hope I went 


about the uſual hour to the dear ſcene 
of our paſt meetings l threw myſelf 
on the little hillock where we had ſat 
I kiſs*d, —T embraced the tree you had 
lean'd againſt ; — I invoked love and 
all its powers to bring my Jeſſamy 


once more to my arms ;—and ran to the 


entrance of the wood, and ſent my 
longing eyes towards town, vainly ſtill 
expecting your approach; — I envied 


the little birds that hopped among the 


boughs above my head, and wiſh'd to 
be one of them, that I might fly to the 
place which I then thought contain'd 
you, and ſec in what manner you were 


employ'd. 


„ had like to have forgot, continued 
ſhe, I promiſed that I would not trou- 
ble you either with my grief .or my 
deſpair, yet I am unwarily running 
into a detail of both ;—pardon me,— 
my dear Jeſſamy, — and prepare to 
hear what contrivances my paſſion for 


you inſpired me with. 


It was almoſt dark when I leſt the 


wood; my uncle was come out of the 


grounds and at home before me; he 
chid me for being abroad fo late; but 


&« I made 


he 
he 
ut 
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« I made an excuſe which, though not 
« worth your hearing, paſs'd well enough 
« upon him: I roſe very early the next 
« morning, and wrote a little letter to 
you; but when I had done knew not 
« which way to convey it to you, nor 
« indeed how to direct 1t properly, as I 
« had never heard you ſay to which of 
the colleges you belonged. 


e Reſolved, however, at any rate, and 
« whatever I did, to be ſatisfied concern- 
© ing your health, and what was become 
« of you, I went to Oxford under the 
« pretence of buying ſomething I ſtood 
«jn need of ;—1 was afraid and aſhamed 
* to go to the Univerſity to aſk for you; 
« but belicving that you muſt be known 
in town, enquired at ſeveral great 
« ſhops, but without any ſucceſs, till a 
« Perriwig-maker directed me to go to 
a coffee-houſe, which he ſaid you uſed 
every day. | 


« Here I was informed that you had 
© been ſent for to London on account of 


«your father's indiſpoſitions, and was 


* 
* 


gone the day before; but that not 
« having quitted the Univerlity, it was 
expected you would not long be abſent, 
| — this intelligence a little comtorted 
me, and I return'd with a ſatisfaction 
; M 2 E in 
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&< now loaded with flowers; and it was 
« concerning the purchaſe of this, and 
« ſome other curioſities my uncle's nur- 
* ſery afforded, that had brought this 
6c er to our houle, 


« already imagine that the perſon I am 
« ſpeaking of was no other than f 
« Thomas Hardy, whoſe wife I no 
« am, and who you ſaw yeſterday wit! 
«© me at the . 4400 ;—it was he, indeed 
« whoſe heart, without deſigning it, [ 
706 opt a at firſt ſight. 


in my mind, which I beheve might 


ſpread a more than ordinary Rue upon 
my countenance, 


h But however it was, my looks, it 
ſeems, were that day ordain*d to do for 
me what I never had vanity enough to 


* from them. 


9 £2 my coming hodhe, I "IMP 4 
chariot with two footmen walting at 
our door, and within a very old prave 
gentleman buſy in diſcourſe with my 
uncle ;—the latter had ſome time before 
„ got a flip from a fine exotic plant out 
of a nobleman's garden, which he had 
rear d to ſuch perfection that it was 


I fancy, my dear Jeſſamy, that you 


— Jemmy 
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Jemmy on this could not forbear ma- 
king ſome compliments on the force of 
her charms ;— to which ſhe only reply'd, 
that of how great ſervice ſoever they had 
been to her intereit, ſhe took no pleaſure 
in ooking lovely in any eyes but thoſe 
of her dear Jeſſamy, — and then went on 
with her diſcourſe. 


6 The old baronet, refumed ſhe, had 
« his eyes fied upon me from the mo- 


© took an opportunity of aſking my uncle 
« if I was his daughter.“ — No, pleaſe 
your honour, reply'd he, ſhe is only my 
is * niece ; — farmer Adams, one of your 
iz © honour's tenants, is her father.“ 


is he has ſent her hither to be out of the 

« way of ſome handſome young man or 

another whom ſhe may have taken a 
ul * liking to.“ —“ No, pleaſe your honour, 
ml * ſaid my uncle, I hope the girl has no 
fl © ſuch thoughts in her head as „et; - my 
| brother only lets her be here out of 
bl < kindneſs to me, to look after my houle.” 


A very pretty houſe-keeper, indeed, 
© rejoin'd fir Thomas; and 1 do not doubt 
but manages as well as can be expect- 

Jy _ M 3 "T0. 


« ment I came into the room, and ſoon 


r- Oh then, cried fir Thomas, I fuppoſe 


RIES BG oe ng aan 
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* ed.” — © For her years, ſir, ſaid my 
uncle. 1 dare ſwear ſhe docs, cried 
* my new lover; and if it were not jor 
* robbing you, I ſhould be glad to have 
* ſich a one to look after my affairs.” 


«« ͤ could not forvear . bluſhing «x. 
« cfivcly at theſe words; though I was 
&« fer from imagining he had any deſign 
% jn them :—he ſaid no more, however, 
© at that time; but having ordered my 
& uncle to bring home the plants he had 
bought of him, went into his chariot, 
though not without giving me a very 

, ** amorous look as he paſſed by. 


« For my part, I ſhould have thought 
© no more of this ſtuff afterwards, but 
« was very much ſurpriſed when J ſaw 
« him come again the next day ; — my 
: « uncle happened to be abroad, and I 
. „% was ſitting alone at work in a little 


1 * . _ 3 
„ « room juſt by the door, which was wide 
74 „ open, and he came directly in. 

5 Where is your uncle, my pretty 
* * maid, ſaid he, I would buy ſome things 


© of him: — I reply'd,—that I believed 
© he was not far off, and I would call the 
boy to go in ſearch. of him — It is 
© no matter, return'd he, taking hold 
of my hand to prevent my doing as : 
| | + bac: 
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had ſaid ;—and to tell you · the truth, I 
© am glad of this opportunity of ſaying 
« ſomething to you that may be for your 
advantage. | | 


« I wonder'd what he meant, but fat 
« down again on his bidding me; — he 
« then told me I was a very pretty maid, 
« and would be more pretty ſtill if I 
« was dreſs'd as I ought to be. Tis a 
« pity, ſaid he, looking on me from head 
to foot, that ſuch limbs as theſe ſhould 
+ be employ'd in any hard or ſervile 
© work.—lI know very well that neither 
© your father nor your uncle are able to 
© do much for you; therefore if you will 
be one of my family, you ſhall eat and. 
drink of the beſt, — have fine fits 
© cloaths, and have no buſineſs but to 
© ſee that the ſervants do theirs.” 


« To all this I anſwer'd, that I was 
« very much obliged to his honour fur 
« the offer he made me, but that I was 
« not accuſtom'd to the ways of gentle- 
© men, and in no reſpect qualified ior 
« the place he mentioned.” 


9 my dear girl, cried he, you 
are ſufficiently qualified for every thing 


I ſhall require of you; “ in ſpeaking 


« theſe words he threw his wither d 
AL 4; _** Rand 
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hands about my neck, and kiſs'd me 


2 
* 


R ᷑ ͤ KM aA K M «6 « 


& with a vehemence which one would 


*« not think his years capable of. 


] proteſt to you, continued ſhe, 
that ] was To fooliſh as not to apprehend 
„ the- baſe delign he had upon me till 
e this laſt action convinced me of it.— 
„ ] firuggled and got looſe from an 
« embrace which was then ſo deteſtable 
« to me ;—1 told him that J was not 


for his purpoſe, and that I never 


4c would be the wicked creature he would 
& have me.“ 


You are a little fool, and do not 
conſider the value of the offer you re- 
jcét, ſaid he, throwing a handtu] of 
guineas into my Jap, —See here,—your 
pocket ſhall be always fill'd with theſe 
to diſpoſe of as you ſhall think fic ;— 
you ſhall have what you pleaſe, — do 
what you pleaſe, — command me and 
my whole eſtate ;—I dekre only a little 
love in recompence.“ 


* 


6 deſpiſe all you can give or pro- 
« mile, anſwer'd I ; therefore take back 


« your gold or 1] ſhall throw it out of 


« doors for your ſervants to pick up ;— 
« poor as I am, I will not ſell my honeſty.” 


(0 It 


* 
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„ It was not in this manner, my 
« Jeſſamy, purſued ſhe, looking fondly 
* on him, that I withſtood the attempts 
« you made upon my virtue; + How 
« wide is the difference between love and 
“ intereſt ?— My old Baronet,, however, 
ce took my behaviour as the effect of the 
&< moſt pure and perfect virtue he was: 
& both amazed and charmed with it, and 
« approaching me with looks as reſpect- 
e ful as they had lately been preſuming 
— Well, my lovely maid, ſaid he, I 
will not henceforward go about to 
* ſeduce your innocence, — I love you, 
© but will endeavour to conquer my 
« deſires.” | 


« T anſwer'd in a tone pretty rude I 
& believe, — that it was the only thing: 
de he could oblige me in; on which he: 
& ſtood. in a conſiderative poſture for 
«© ſome moments, —at laſt coming out of 
&« jt,” Celia, ſaid he, looking earneſtly 
on my face, — it is my Jefiro to: do» 
every thing to oblige you; and ſince 
that will do it ſhall come here no more.“ 
6 With theſe words he turn'd from me, 
% and it was with much ado I prevail'd 
4 on him to take up his money; but I 
* proteſted: a ſingle piece ſfiould not re- 
„ main behind.“ 1 

' M 5 Her 
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Her ladyſhip was going on, but mrs. 
Comode, who was all complaiſance, came 
in with tea, which occaſion'd a ſmall in- 
terruption, after which ſhe reſumed her 
diſcourſe, as will be ſeen in the next: 
chapter. | 


C HAP. XXV. 


Contains the ſequel of lady Hardy's 
 ftory, with other matters. of ſome 
Conſequence. 


« A FTER my old Baronet had lefe 
uh me, ſaid ſhe, and I had leiſure to 
« reflect on what had paſs'd, though I 
« was far from reperting of having re- 
« fuſed the offer he had made of living 
« with him; yet, to confeſs the truth, I 
4 thought there was no neceſſity for my 
giving myſelf the grand airs I had 
4 done; and that I might have taken the 
gold he would have forced upon me, 
without any breach either of my mo- 
« deſty or virtue; but this it was which, 
4 as he has ſince told me, gave him ſo. 
high. an opinion of my ſpirit and de- 
© licacy, as made him think me worthy - 

AL | | - « Gf 
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« of the dignity he was determined to 
e raiſe me to. 


& The third day after that in which 
«he had been with me, a man and horle 
e arrived from. my. father, with orders 
eto bring me home directly. I cannot 
6 tell whether myſelf. or uncle were molt 
«ſurpriſed. at this meſſage, but am cer 
«tain that both of us were very much 
f. Sure, ſaid he, brother does not 
intend to take her from me without 
letting me know that I 
„for myſelf. 


] can ſay nothing as to that, reply'd 
the fellow; but I believe ſhe will not 
*icorze back in haſte; for he bid me 
tell her ſhe muſt bring all the things 


"'away that ſhe has here. This con- 
« yincing him that my father had indeed 


© took it into his head to keep me at 
« home, he. complained : bitterly - of his- 


«.unkindneſs, and aſked the man a thou- 


* ſand queſtions concerning my being 


„ ſent for ſo ſuddenly away, in none of 


„which the other was able to give him - 


« any fatisfaction... 


was all this while in tears, which 
amy uncle, poor man, .imput:d to my 
good nature and ſorrow for leaving him : 
M. 6 thus 


might provide 
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e thus deſtitute ; but alas they proceeded 
« from a cauſe very different from what 
« he imagined, — that of being obliged 
©« to remove ſo much farther from the 
„% only place where I could ever hope to 
e ſee my dear Jeſſamy again. 


„But there was no remedy, — the 
& orders I had received muſt be ſub- 
cc mitted to z—I therefore went up to 
% my room,—pack'd up my little ward- 
& robe, which I gave to the man to put 
before him, — took leave of my uncle; 
« .—got upon the pillion, and with an 


& aking heart trotted towards home as' 


« faſt as the horſe thus loaded could 
«* carry us. EE, 


* On my arrival I found my father 
© waiting at the door to receive me,— 
&« he lifted me off the horſe himſelf, — 
« kiſs'd me,—ſaid I was a good girl for 
& making ſuch hafte to come when he 
cc ſent for me ;—in fine, I never remember 
& to have ſeen him in ſuch a humour in 
* my whole life : — my mother was the 
4 fame, —ſhe catch'd me in her arms as 
* foon as ſhe ſaw me, and cried,” — My 
dear Celia, thou wert born to be a 
bleſſing to us all.“ I was ſtrangel 
„ ſurpriſed at all this complaiſance and 
„Joy; but as my parents made many 
3 n circum- 
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ec circumlocutions in their diſcourſe before 
they iaformed me of the motive, I will 
tell it you in a more brief manner. 


« Sir Thomas Hardy, it ſeems, had 
& been with my father, — told him he 
&« had ſeen me at my uncle*s, — that he 


liked me, and if he would give his con- 


c ſent would marry me as ſoon as things 
could be got ready for that purpoſe. 
«© —You may be ſure my father did not 
« make many words to this bargain ; 


& and it was agreed between them that 1 


„ ſhould be immediately ſent for home, 
& in order to be cloathed according to the 
ac ſtation. I was going to enjoy. | 


e The aſtoniſhment I was in at hearin 
« all this is impoſſible to be expreſs'd; 


J ſhall therefore only ſay, that it was 
& ſuch as almoſt turn'd my brain, and 


4 for a good while allowed me not the 
« power of knowing whether I was moſt 
ee pleaſed or troubled at an event ſo pro- 
4 digious. gets 


_ Early the next morning a ſervant. 


& belonging to my lover brought me a 


* portmanteau, in which I found ſeveralk 


* rolls of various colour'd filks, —a great 
deal of lace and dreſden work, with ſome 


pieces of holland of an extraordinary 
| „ fineneſs, 
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„ fineneſs; — in the portmanteau was 
« alſo a ſmall. ivory caſket, containing a 


«© gold repeating watch and equipage,—- 
ce a ſet of diamond buckles for my ſtays.— 


« a large pearl necklace with a ſolitaire, 


« and. ſeveral ' other. trinkets of a con- 


«. fiderable value. 


« You may believe, continued ſhe, that 
© my. eyes. were dazzled with the ſight 


« of ſuch. things as I had never ſeen in 


« my. whole life before; but I had ſcarce. 


«time to examine them thoroughly be- 
„ fore fir. Thomas came. himſelf to viſit 


« me ;—he told me he was glad to ſee 


„ me at home, and afk*d me how I liked 


ce the preſents he had made ;— I was very 
much confounded, but had: courage 
** enough to reply, — that:I liked them 


% very well, eſpecially as they, were ac- 
„ companied with honourable intentions: 


« —this anſwer pleaſed him ſo. much that 
he could not forbear taking me in, his 


arms, though my father and mother 
& were in the room, ſaying at the ſime 


« time, — my dear girl, I can have nothing 


« for thce but the moſt honourable inten- 


« tions; and what I have given thee. now 
* are mere trifles in compariſon of What 


J will hereafter make thee miſtreſs of. 


4 
8 


6% He: 
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« He ſtaid with us near two hours, 
« and before he went away gave my 
mother fifty guineas, to pay for making 
my cloaths, and to provide for me ſuch. 
Other things as ſhe ſhould find neceſſary, 
« earneſtly recommending to her to get 
« all ready for our marriage with as much. 
„ ſpeed as poſſible. 


« He might have ſpared. himſelf the 
« trouble of this injunction, for never 
c were two people more eagerly anxious 
„for any thing than my poor —— and 
ce mother to ſee me diſpoſed of in a 
manner ſo infinitely, beyond all they 
<« could have hoped: — the perſons em- 
% ploy'd in equipping me were fo much 
C preſs'd and ſo well paid, that in a very 
4 — days nothing was wanting for my 
„ nuptials, which were celebrated by the 
« parſon of the, pariſh at my. father's. 
% houſe,. after which, I was carried to. 
« that which is now my home, and as. 
te pleaſant a ſeat as any in the Whole 
„county. . 


e During, the firſt week of our marriage 4 

« my head was ſo taken up with the 1 
©< coach and fix, - number of my ſervants, . 2 
© —the magnificence of every thing about + 
«.me,—the tit e of my ladyſhip, and the 1 
„com- q 


4 
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« compliments made on that occaſion, 
«© that I thought of nothing but my new 
« grandeur ;—but all theſe things became 
& leſs dazling to me as they grew more 
«. cuſtomary, and all my reliſh for them 
&«. yaniſh'd with their novelty. 


« The idea of my dear Jeſſamy now 
& return*d to my remembrance,—lI ſigh'd, 
& — | Janguiſh'd, and thought I could 
e have exchang'd all my preſent opluence 
& for one ſoft hour of love with that firſt 
c and only charmer of my ſoul. 


« My husband's fondneſs for me in- 


& creaſed every day but alas ! the en- 
«« dearments of a man of his years are 
4 rather diſguſtful than agreeable ; and 
J have often wiſh*d, that as it is im- 
4 poſſible I ſhould ever have any love 


„ for him, that he had leſs for me, in 


<. ſpite of the advantages. I receive by it. 


« In. this faſhion, my dear Jeſſamy, 


added ſhe, I paſt two: whole years, — 


. quite hopeleſs of ever taſting more ſub- 
« ſtantial joys, till. buſineſs. calling fir 
« Thomas.to London, chance has bleſt 
«. me with the fight of him who never 


« has been abſent from my mind.” 
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Jemmpy, perceiving ſhe had done, thank'd 


her for the gratification of his curioſity, 


and the ſhare he had in her remembrance z 
and then reminded her that at their laſt 
meeting in the wood ſhe had made a 
promiſe to him which he had now a right 
to claim the performance of. 


«© If I had not intended to pay my 
debt, reply*d ſhe with a ſmile, T houtd 
certainly have avoided the preſence of 
my creditor,*—* When then, cried he, 


where ſhall we meet? for I ſuppoſe 


this is no proper place for the conti- 
nuance of our interviews. 


„ You are miſtaken, ſaid ſhe, mrs. 


 Comode and I know each other per- 


fectly well ;— ſir Thomas carried me 
to Tunbridge laſt year, — ſhe kept a 
ſhop there at that time,— I bought all 
my things of her, and we ſoon grew 
very intimate; on my coming to town 
I renewed my acquaintance with her; 
and I am very ſure of her readineſs to 
oblige me in every thing I deſire, 


&« It falls out a little unlucky, indeed, 
purſued ſhe, that we could not go up 
ſtairs to day; but it ſeems ſome other 
company had appointed to drink tea 


* there 
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there before mrs. Comode knew any 
« thing of our coming.” 


He then begg'd. ſhe would prefix a 
time for their happy meeting;—on which 
ſhe told him that ſhe was to go the next 


morning to ſee Windfor-Caſtle, and that 


fir Thomas propoſed ſtaying there two 
or three days; but that as ſoon as they 
return*d he might be ſure ſhe would fly 
to her dear Jeſſamy with a tranſport at 
leaſt equal to his own. 


But how. ſhall I be appriz'd,, cried 


© he, how know when to expect the bliſs- 


ful moment ?*—<< I have a contrivance 
« for that, anſwer'd ſhe; I will ſend a 
« little note to mrs. Comode, which you. 
„ may either call for here, or ſhe ſhall 
« leave for you on your giving her your 
directions.“ 3 85 


I will not put her to that trouble, 
„ ſaid he, nor fail to wait on her every 
« morning till. the dear mandate ſhall 
arrive.“ Then Iwill take care, rejoin*d 
e ſhe, to ſend the evening before in order 
& to prevent you from being previouſly. 
& engaged elſewhere.” 


Jemmy was beginning to expreſs him- 
ſelf in a. very tender manner on this 


occaſion, 


1 — 4 
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occaſion, when the door immediately flew 
open and a lady ruſh'd into the room 
perceiving company there ſhe ſtaid not 
a quarter of a minute, yet long enough 
to put them both into a good deal of 
confuſion, eſpecially Jemmy, who by 
this momentary glance diſcover'd ſhe was 
one whom he had often ſeen with Jenny. 


This was indeed that ſame officious 
friend who. had told Jenny the manner 
in which ſhe had ſurpriſed him; but had 
he known with what moderation that 
young lady received the intelligence, it 
would have added, if poſſible, to. the 
love and admiration he had for her, 


But whatever vexation this accident 
might give him on his own account, he 
took care to conceal it under the ap- 
pearance of his great concern for the 
reputation of his dear lady Hardy, who, 
after the firſt hurry of her ſpirits was. 


over, ſeem'd perfectly eaſy, and endea-- 


voured to make him ſo, — ſay ing, that as 
ſhe had been but three weeks in the town, 
and knew very few people in it, ſhe did 
not apprehend any danger from this in- 
truſion. 


He gave but little attention to what 
the. ſaid on this ſubject, —ſecond thoughts 
| , made 
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260 The HISTORY of # 
made him repent his promiſe of calling 
every day at mrs. Comode's, as there was 
more than a poſſibility of being met there 
again by the lady w o had juſt left them, 
or of being ſeen by ſome other of Jenny's 
acquaintance. 


As ſoon as mrs. Comode had got rid 
of her cuſtomer, ſhe came in and made 
an apology for what had happen'd, by 
relating the accident of the garter, as the 
lady had told it to her, aſſuring them 
withal, that the next time they did her 
the honour of a viſit ſhe would take care 
they ſhould not be interrupted, 


Lady Hardy then told, her they had 
been ſettling a correſpondence together, 
and was going to ſay in what manner it 
was to be conducted; but Jemmy pre- 
vented her by crying out,-* Hold, madam, 
© buſineſsor company may detain me from 
receiving your ladyſhip's commands ſo 
© ſoon as they arrive, — I ſhould be glad 
© therefore that mrs. Comode would be 
at the pains to fend them directly to me. 


The obliging fhopkeeper reply'd, that 
ſhe ſhould always take a pleaſure in ſerv- 
ing lady Hardy or any of her friends ;— 
on which he told her his name, and that 
of the ſtreet wherein he lived. 

Fe En ny After 
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After this nothing material paſs'd, and 
lady Hardy not judging it proper to "= 
abroad too long, the lovers ſeparated wi 
a mutual expectation of ſeeing each other 
again at the ſame place in a few days. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


Will, in ſome meaſure, contribute to 


reconcile Jemmy to thoſe who may 


have been offended with him. 


OW much ſoever Jemmy might be 
envy'd by the young amorous ſparks 


of the town for the adventure he was 


now engag'd in, yet certain it is he felt 
leſs ſatisfaction in it than might have 
been expected either from his own years 
and warmth of conſtitution, or from the 


beauty and love of his miſtreſs. 


Celia of the woods, it is true, had at 


firſt ſight inſpired him with very ſtrong 


deſires ; but then it was a tranſient flame, 
— a ſudden flaſh of inclination, which 
ceaſed on being abſent from the object; 
the idea of her charms had been lon 
ſince forgot ; and if it return'd, on findin 


her again in the perſon of lady Hardy, 
25 it 
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it was but a faint reſemblance of what 
he felt before, and could be called little 
more than the ghoſt of his firſt paſſion, 


The reaſon of this is pretty evident, — 
there is a charm in innocence more at- 
tracting to a nice and delicate heart than 
any other perfection whatſoever ; — the 
harmleſs ſimplicity of the rural maid was 
not only now all loſt in the fine lady, 
but exchanged for a certain boldneſs of 
looks and behaviour, and a ſpirit for 
intrigue, no way engaging to the penera- 
ting Jemmy. 


Beſides, it muſt be remember'd, that 
when he firſt ſaw Celia he was two years 
younger, and ee 1. had leſs ſoli- 
dity, and perhaps a leſs ſenſibility of the 
merits of Jenny than he has ſince acquired, 
by being a more conſtant witneſs of them; 
to this may alſo be added, that an amour 
with lady Hardy was not a thing of his 
- own ſeeking, but rather in a manner 
forced upon him ;—a circumſtance which 
in moſt men would have deſtroyed great 

part of the reliſh for it, 


From all that has been ſaid, it may 
very juſtly be concluded that Jemmy con- 
ſidered the affair he was entering into only 
as a mere matter of amuſement for his 

| | | ſenſes, 
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ſenſes, without allowing it any are in 
the affections of his mind; and it is a 
oint which might bear ſome diſpute, — 
whether had the buſineſs which ſo long 
detain'd him in London been completed, 
he would have ſtaid one day longer in 
reſpect to lady Hardy, or have rather 
choſe to have gone directly down to 
Bath, 


An accident altogether unexpected, 
however, prevented him from being put 
to the trial, and left him not at liberty 
to do either the one or the other, by 
ſnatching him away at once from the pur- 
ſuit. both of his honourable and diſhonours 
able flame.. 


The buſineſs he had ſo much com- 
plain'd of was adjuſted while lady Hardy 
was at Windſor, and he now had it in 
his power either to wait her return to 
London or to go down to Bath ;—he was 
perhaps debating within himſelf which 
of theſe two he ſhould do when he re- 
ceived a billet from mrs. Comode, with 
- a ſmall piece of paper incloſed in it ;— 
that from mrs. Comode contain'd theſe 
„ 
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To Jauzs Jessamy, Eſq; 
Honour'd fie, 


<F JUST now have received the in- 
£ cloſed from the lady you know of ; 
« —it was brought by her footman, un- 
« ſeal'd as you ſee and addreſs'd to me, 
<« to prevent all ſuſpicion :—her ladyſhi 
& has a world of wit; but you will eaſily 
c comprehend the meaning, and not fail 
„ to tavour with your company, at the 
& appointed hour, thoſe who fo much 
4 defire it. I am | 


* 


La 


* With the profoundeſt reſpect, 
« Honour'd fir, 
« Your moſt devoted, 
« And moſt faithful ſervant 


B. Comope.” 


"th P. S. You may depend, ſir, that 

« every thing ſhall be order'd ſo as you 
“ may be here in all the privacy you can 
% wiſh,” 4 


In the other piece of paper he found 
theſe word: FO 


To 
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To mrs. Coop k. 


Dear mrs. Couopx, 


1 1 CAME laſt night from Windſor, 

« and am in prodigious want of a new 
e robe de chambre, for I am quite weary 
* and fick of thoſe I have by me 
therefore pray get me ſome patterns 
of ſilks, ſuch as you think 1 ſhall like; 
46 will be with you to-morrow at 
“ five o'clock preciſely to make my 
« choice.-l am 


« Dear Comode, 
« Yours, 


«© HARD. 


« P. S. Be ſure you do not fail to get the 
« ſilks ready againſt I come.” 


Whatever uncertainty his mind was 
in before this turn*d the balance, and he 
ſent his compliments by the bearer to 
mrs. Comode, with an aſſurance that he 
would wait on her as ſhe deſir'd; but he 
had ſcarce diſpatch'd this meſſage when 
a footman belonging to one mr. Ellwood © 
came to let him know his maſter intreated 
his company immediately at his houſe, on 
buſineſs of the utmoſt importance. 
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This mr. Ellxood was one of thoſ: 
gentlemen who had been appointed by 
Jemmy's father for the truſtees and 


guardians of his minority ;— he was a 


man of great fortune, — great abilities, 


and yet greater integrity; — our young 
hero had a thouſand obligations to him, 
particularly in relation to chat perplexing 
affair he had lately been involved in, 
and which he could not ſo eaſily have 
; e without his kind alſiſtance. 


The eldeſt ſon of his worthy perſon 
had been a fellow collegian with Jemmy, 
they had lived together in the moſt 
perfe& harmony while at the Univerſity; 


. nor had the friendſhip between them 
*flackened ſince their quitting it :— they 
had not now ſeen each other for a con- 
ſiderable time, the old gentleman, who 


lived for the moſt part at his ſeat in 


- Bedfordſhire, having ſent for his ſon in 
order to make his addreſſes to a young 


lady of that ny an _— to a a large 
| n tba 


The e lem had to this 


family made him preſently comply with 


the ſummons that had been ſent him; — j— 
mr. Ellwood hearing he was come, met 


him at the top of the ſtairs, and with a 


ecounte nance 
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countenance which expreſs*d the inward 
ſatisfaction of his mind, — Dear mr. 
« Jeflamy, cried he, I have news to tell 
you, which I am certain you will par- 
* ticipate in the joy of; — my boy has 
« gain'd his point, — the lady has con- 
* ſented, and we muſt go and ſee them 
5-tack*d together.” 9 | 


Jemmy had heard mach talk of this 
courtſhip, and that it went on very ſuc- 
ceisfully; but did not think it had _ 
lo near a concluſion ; — he expreſs'd, 
however, the intereſt he took in fo feli- 
citous an event in terms the moſt obliging 
and ſincere, | 


I doubt not, ſaid mr. Ellwood, but 
the goodneſs of your heart makes you 
pleaſed with every thing that gives 
pleaſure to your friends; but this is 
not all we require of you, Harry muſt 
needs have you a witneſs of his mar- 
© riaze 3 — he preſſes me to engage you 
to accompany me to Ham-Hallz—and 
© here is a letter for you which he ſent 
© incloſed in mine; — I have not been 
* ſo-curious or ſo ill- manner'd as to open 
it; but I ſuppoſe it is on the account I 
mention: — pray fee whether I am 
*, miſtaken. .' - ©? 
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Jem having taken the letter out of 
his hand, inſtantly, broke the ſeal, and 
Fen aloud as follows: 


'To Ie Jiss aur, Ely. 


Den F riend, | þ 5 


HAVE now * 4 with ee 
tears, and ſuſpence; — the angel ! 
ber o long ſollicited has at laſt con- 
6 + ſented to be mine; and I am fhortly 


to enjoy a happineſs. which can have 


12 no 8 but the want of your oo 


hs 
= 3 


« 1 would fain flatter myſelf, that the 
<« earneſt deſire J have to ſee you on this 
* bleſt occaſion will be ſufficient to bring 
you to Ham-Hall ; but left I ſhould 

«be too vain in this point, have in- 
treated my father, whoſe influence is 
* queſtionlels more powerful, to omit 
nothing which may engage you to ac- 


40 company him; and in this ect 
. tion remain, 145 


“ With the ee — 
« Dear Jeſſamy, | 


66 Your moſt affectionate friend, 


5 | . And very humble ſervant, 


Thy 4 K H. Exiwoop.“ 
This 


„ 22 


„ . 6 Fed 


of 


nd 
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This invitation very much See bes 
Jemmy z — the regard he had for thoſe 
that made it render'd him very unwilling 
to deny, and the double. obligation he 
had laid himſelf under, firſt of meeting 
lady Hardy at mrs. Comode's, and ſecondly 
of going down to Bath, made him nor 


well know how to comply. 


Mr. Ellwood, on perceiving he paus 4 
and ſeem'd in Den dilemma, told him 
he would have no denial, and remon- 
ſtrated to him that he could have no en- 
gagements in town with any perfons who 
were more truly his friends than tl:ofe 


who now deſir'd his company in B. d- 
fordſhire. | 


_ Jemmy was a little aſhamed at the re 
luctance he had ſhewn to this journey, 
and could find no better excuſe for it 
than that which was indeed the chief 
motive, — his having promiſed Jenny to 
follow her to Bath, and the expectation 
he knew ſhe was in every ny of ſeeing 
bim arrive. | 


If that be all, cried the old gentle- 
man, the difficulty is eaſily removed, 
* —you have only to write to her, and 
6: 1 the occaſion that keeps you from 
N 3 © her 
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232 The HISTORY &f 
* her ſomewhat longer than you intepd- 
ed, and I will anſwer for her. ſhe has 


i + good: -nature enough to Pardon you.” 


$& 4a * 


Jemmy, being ſtill 8 of finding 
e excuſe to avoid this invitation, re- 
peated the diſcourſe he had with mr. 
Morgan, and the report which was ſpread 
about town in relation to his . ſuppoſed 
infidelity to Jenny, urging the neceſſity 
of his being with her before the ſhould 
hear any thing of it. 


Mr. Ellwood laugh'd at the apprehen- 


ſions he diſcover'd on this account, — 


reply*d, that it was not likely that ſuch 
an idle ſtory ſhould be told her, efpecially 


while ſhe remain'd at ſo great a diſtance 


from the place where it was invented ;— 

but in caſe, continued he, any malicious 
perſon ſhould convey the ſcandal to her, 
as the thing is utterly without founda- 
tion, it may be eaſily diſproved when 
you me together, and ſhe would 


given credit to it.“ 
This, with ſome other arguments, 


aſſiſted by Jemmy's own unwillingneſs 
to diioblige him, Gas decided the matter; 


and as mr. Ellwood ſaid he purpoſed to 
ſet out very early the next morning, 


N 8 


* 


allow it a weakneſs in herſelf” to have | 


MER Sa Oe SOD | 
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. Jenny's lover took his leave to make 
hat preparations were nec. ſfary tor his 
departure, as well as to give an account 
to both his miltreſſes of what had hap- 
pened. 


+ 19 


CHAP. XXVIL 


Contains, among other particulars, a 
more full explanation of. Jemmy's 
innocence in ſome things which had 

very much the appearance of being 


criminal. 


EMM had no ſooner taken leave 
of mr. Ellwood, than he wrote to lady 
Hardy,—telling her, that an unavoidable 
neceſſity had torn him from his wiſhes ;- 
— that he was compell'd to go into the 
country the next morning, and con- 
ſequently muſt be deprived of the pleaſure 
of meeting her, as he had hoped, ac- 
cording to appointment; but added, that 
he ſhould return in a very ſhort time, and 
then enjoy the happineſs he languiſhed for. 
This he incloſed in another to mrs, 
Comode, with an intreaty that ſhe would 
convey it as directed with all expedition 
and ſecrecy. | 
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That neceſſary friend diſcharged the 


that evenin 


To Jars Jrssauv, Eſq; 


Honour'd fir, 


Know not what you will find in the 
incloſed, tho” it was wrote at my 
houſe, and I ſaw it wetted with tears 
falling from a pair of the moſt beauti- 
ful eyes in the world. — I doubt not, 
however, but you will ſoon dry them 
up: — it would, indeed, be a great 
pity that two ſuch charming perſons 
ſhould have any cauſe: of complaint 
againſt each other. — You will pardon 
this freedom, as it ſprings from my 
zeal for your mutual happineſs, to 
which you may aſſure yourſelf I ſhall 
always be proud to contribute, being, 


1 


With the moſt profound Reeds 
Honoured, fir, * 
Your very faithful 


truſt, repoſed in her with ſe. much dili- 
gence, that on his eoming home pretty 
early from Vaux-Hall, where he had been 
with Coun company, he 
found a letter from mrs. Comode, with 
= another incloſed in it from lady Hardy, 
in anſwer to his billet ; the contents of 
both were as follow : 


And obſequious ſervant, 
B. Couopk. 


By 


IEM and Jenny JESsAMx. 255 


By this prelude he eaſily gueſs'd what 
was the purport of the other, ſo was not 
ſurpriſed at the reproaches it contained. 


TO James Jss aux, Eſq; 


SIR, —__ 
« HAVE juſt now received yours 
« & by the hands of mrs. Comode; and 
« ſir Thomas being abroad I have the 
« opportunity of disburthening myſelf of 


; 14 i of } | . 
e ſome part of that mingled aftoniſhment 


« and grief your cruel epiſtle has involved 
« me in. — Oh, mr. Jeſſamy, how can 
« you treat with ſuch indifference a 
« woman who loves you to diſtraction |! 
„ — nothing but yourſelf could ever 
« have made me believe you were ca- 


* pable of behaving towards me in this 
„ manner. -—!ls this the effect of all your 


<« ſoft profeſſions? — Is this the recom- 


„ pence of the fondneſs I have ſhewn to 


« yau? — You find me ready to riſque 


every thing for you, -virtue, duty, 
_ <<. reputation ;—nay, the dangers of eternal 


« ruinaretoo weak to deter me from flying 
« to your arms: ſhould any otherengage- 
& ment then, —any buſineſs, — any plea- 
« ſure, have the power to ſnatch you 
« from me? — The excuſes you make 
„ might have paſs'd well enough with 
„ N 5 e me 
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* me when I was the ignorant unjudg- 


ing Celia of the Woods; but time, 


40 reading, and obſervation has now in- 
% formed me better, and I know what 
% a woman has a right to expect from 
„ the man who has a real paſſion for her; 

„S — but I ſee you are inſenſible, — un- 
„ grateful, — yet ſtill I love you; and, 
ein ſpite of my reſentment, cannot help 
„ wiſhing you a proſperous j journey and 
< a fate return. — You promile me that 


it ſhall be ſpeedy ; but I know not how 


c to give credit to your words; the ſooner 
* you come back, however. the more 
<« you will be intitled to the forgiveneſs 


FM... of 


« Your too much devoted 
„ Cxiia,” 
% P. S. Sir Thomas talks of ſtaying 


4 in London all next winter; —this would 
* be joyful news to me indeed, if I 


could flatter myſelf with a be! lief you 


e wiſh'd it ſo ; but dare not hope too 
„ much after the cruel diſappointment 


< you have given me.” 


Till the receipt of this Jemmy thought 


| he had done with lady Hardy till his 


return from Bed ordſhire; but he now 


| ova. himſelf under a | neceflity cither of 


writing 
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writing to her again, or of giving her 


cauſe to complain of his want of polite- 


neſs as well as love. 


Wich the pleaſures of an amorous in- 
trigue there will be always ſome mixture 
of tatigue ;—Jemmy liked to enjoy the 
one, but was not of a humour to endure 
much of the other, eſpecially at preſent ; 
and the tender reproaches and accuſation 


in this letter ſeem'd to him ſo many im- 


pertinencies which he would gladly have 
been able to Giſpente n himſelf from 
anfmeting. 


He was alſo obliged to write to Jenny 
that ſame night, in order to give her an 
account of the motive that carried him 
to Ham- Hall, at the very inſtant that 


he was about to gratiſy his inclinations 


in following her to Bath; but this was a 


taſk which he was jar trom feeling any 


reluctance in the performance of; — ſo 


widely different are the effects of an 


honourable and a diſhonourable N 


T his puts me in mind of a very juſt 


as well as beautiful Hieroglyphic, which I 

once ſaw among the paintings of Titian; 
the capital figures in the piece were two 
Cupids, the one coming down from Jupiter 
in a + milk-white _ his ſparkling eyes 
| 6 


WI 
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wide open, and garlands in his hands off 
freſh and unmix'd ſweets, ready to crown 
the brows of every faithful votary :—the 
other in a garment of a duſky yellow, 
ſpatter*d all over with black, ſeem'd 
aſcending from the earth, — condens'd 
vapours encircled his head, —a bandage 
cover*d his eyes, and in his impure hands 
were wreaths of half-ſhed faded roſes, 

1 blended with thorns and prickly 

riars. 


The ancients were extremely fond of 
expreſſing their deſigns by emblems, and 
this cuſtom, which is as old as the Syriac 
and Chaldean, is ſtill retain*d throughout 
the greateſt part of Europe in the devices 
on their ſhields ; ſo that by looking on 
the eſcutcheon of any family, it is eaſy to 
know for what great action it was at firſt 
diſtinguiſh'd ; - and this, methinks, ſhould 
remind thoſe who wear them to act in 
ſuch a manner as may. render themſelves 
worthy of the honours acquir'd for them 
by their progenitors ; — otherwiſe they 
are no more, according to the words of 
a late author, than 


Dignify'd dregs of Britain's fall'n race, 
Honour's diſhonour, and fame's laft 
1 diſgrace. | 1 


But 
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But this is not a work in which re- 
monſtrances are to be expected, nor per- 
haps would. be greatly reliſh'd ;—I ſhall 
therefore leave the world ſuch as it is, 
and without being much of a prophet, 
one may ſay is like to be, and return to 
the ſubject of my hiſtory, 


Jemmy wrote a long letter to his dear 
Jenny, in which he acquainted her with 
all the particulars relating to the journey 

he was about to take, in compliance with 
mr. Ellwood's invitations ; and expreſs' d 
the utmoſt diſcontent at an accident which 
hinder'd him from going to Bath ſo ſoon 
ry he had deſign'd, and hoped to have 
done. ; 


_ Having finiſh'd this, he ſet himſelf 
about anſwering the complaint of lady 
Hardy, which he did in terms that have 
no occaſion to be repeated, this letter 
having been already inſerted in the fifth 
chapter of this volume, to which if the 
reader takes the trouble to turn back he 
will eaſily perceive to be the ſame that 

by one of the caprices of fortune fell 
Into the hands of Jenny, and threw her 
into the condition there deſcribed. 


Jiemmy 
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Jemmy 3 in this point acted like ſome 
careleſs Apothecaries, wo, by fixing 
wrong labels on the potions they prepare, 
frequently deſtroy one patient by what 
would have given relief to another; —ſo 
he having ſcal'd boch the letters before 
he wrote the ſuperſcription of either, di- 
reed that he deſignꝰd for Jenny to lady 
Hardy; and by 8 that for lady 


8 to Jenny. 


Quite ignorant of che miſchief his in- 
beer would occaſion, he ſent a 
fervant with theſe diſpatches, — the one 
to'be left at mrs. Comode's, and the other 
at the Poſt houſe. 8 


1 
rn N 


About five ae next morning the im- 
patient mr. Eltwood call'd on him in his 
travelling coach; — what unwillingneſs 
ſoe ver he had teſtity*d for this expedition, 
he had taken care that every thing neeeſ- 
fary for it ſhould be prepar'd againſt the 
coming of his friend, ſo being entirely 
ready, they ſet out together immediately, 
attended by che de eee to 
both of them. | 


The coachman having orders to make 
all the ſpeed he could, the horſes being 
full of ſpirit, the road good, and nu bad 


Accident retaruing, the progreſs of their 
journey, 
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journey, they arrived at Ham-Hall that 
ſame evening, where it is not to be doubt d 
but they were received by the intended 
bridegroom with all the demonſtrations 
imaginable of joy, — ot duty to the one, 
and affection to the other. ' 


The wedding was not ſolemniz'd till 
two days after, on account of ſome. 
writings which had waited for the old 
gentleman to ſign, he having agreed to 
ſettle a pretty large part of his eſtate 


* 


upon his ſon at this marriage. 


I will not trouble my reader with any 
deſcription of theſe nuptials, though they 
were celebrated with as much magni- 
ficence as the rank of the perſons and 


the place they were in would admit of, 


without incurring the cenſure of vanity 
and oſtentation; Jemmy ſtay'd there 
eight days, and was then obliged to tear 


bimſelf away from his kind hoſts, who 


would not have ſuffer*d him to part ſo 
ſoon but on the ſcore of his impatience 
to be with Jenny, and the reaſons he had 


given mr. Ellwood for it. | 
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CHAP. XXVIIIL 


Treats of ſuch things as the author is 
pretty well convinced, from a long 

ſeries of obſervations on the human 
mind, will afford more pleaſure than 
offence, even among ſome of thoſe who 
moſt affect a contrary ſenſation. 


He W ſtrangely ignorant are we. of 
4 4 our own hearts ?—How weak a de- 
pendance is there to be placed upon our 
belt reſolves? — So true is this maxin of 
ess | 


Men are but children of a larger 

„ | 

Our appetites as apt to change as theirs, 
And full as craving too, and full as 
r N A 


Who that has heard with what reluc- 
tance Jemmy went down to Bedfordſhire, 
—the inſenſibility he expreſs*d for all the 

gaieties and pleaſures of the nuptial feaſt, 
and the impatience” he had to take his 

leave of friends who ſo much defired and 
' _ valued his company; who, I ſay, that 
has been informed of all this but 1 
. ave 


— — 


— — 


1 — — — 3 mY __ FA ” * 4 * — N 4 : 

5 — * _ 7 — — -— = 6 2 ” — OS EET IS 9 — 2222 1 l "ap * S * * a D 8 
_—_— 2 * Xx CC e 223 * PR — 5 2 2 b "5 - = © a bes moe - Er. —_ N LE = a 
— — bh W Sh < WT = Is AS, = EIT og = i ES SOS ED. ES c r — = SLES . 2 n p E INPY ; 3 * * 

— , 8 * — 2 EY. * 22 a 2 — r — f v5 WT 3 > 2 «Sv TE. 2 < 2", AE . D. > 4 27 - ©. oo EE IS. . 

: . 2 —— * 2 - LR, 4; . PL * Tag FS oe * % « — n i 0 — — ES - — * — * — — ; * * r 8 
. ——x ro ow — + WT — — = Sr NT IE In = * — — = * . wi ——— 1 
— — — TY — — — S . . = — — - — = a . OT ITS 

— ws - — — Y . — —— — . — _ — — — * = — 5 
— * * * 5 PE « oy . _ N - 
8 5 6 N , 


— — wm Doe A. 
— 


— 


8 * er 
„ © 
— — 2 — * 


— 


F 14 
7 
8 
FA. 
7 1H 
8:25 
1 
Gt 
is 
4 


JeMNy and Jenny JESssAv. 263 

have thought that, according to the pro- 
miſe he had made to Jenny in his letter 
to her from Ham-Hall, he would have 
done little more in London than juſt 
paſs through it in his way to Bath? | 


_ Yet fee the ſwift viciſitude, and how 
ſaddenly the rolling tide of inclination is 
capable of overturning thoſe deſigns which. 
even we ourſelves have believed were 
founded on the moſt ſolid baſis, and im- 
poſſible to be ſhaken. ro: eu ey 


But I will not detain the attention of 
my reader with any ſuperfluous remarks 
of my own, the fact I am going to relate 
will be ſufficient of itſelf to prove the 
uncertain ſtate of human refolution, and 
may ſerve to abate the pride of thoſe who 
depend too much on their own ſtrength 
of mind. | 


Jemmy, who during his ſtay in the 
country had his whole ſoul abſorb'd, as 
it were, in the thoughts of his dear and 
deſerving Jenny, had no ſooner reach'd 
London than his ſtability began to 
ſlacken ; and though he did not ceaſe to 
love her with the ſame tenderneſs as ever, 
yet that burning impatience he had ſo 
lately felt to be with her became leſs fierce 
on ſomething coming in his way which 
till he ſaw had almoſt {lipt his memory. 

| He 
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He came to town in a poſt-chaile ; 
but how his inclinations ſtood in regard 
to lady Hardy, or whether he would have 
endeavoured to fee her before he went to 
Bath, is altogether uncertain ; ſomething 
however happen'd which turn'd the -ba- 
lance on her fide, and reminded him both. 
of her and the promiſe he had made in. 
that letter, which he doubted nat but 
ſhe had received. ED 


He alighted at a coffee-houſe which he 
was accuſtom'd to frequent very much; a 
ſtop of coaches happening to be in the 
ſtreet, he ſaw ſir Thomas and lady Hardy 
in one of them, juſt oppoſite to the door 
he was going to enter ;—ſhe ſaw him too, 
and gave him a very fignificant look, which 
was all the ſalutation the place and com- 
pany ſhe was in would allow of. | 


A young amorous heart, I think, may 
with ſome analogy be compared to tinder, 
as it is ready to take fire from every ſpark 
that falls; — how cool ſoever Jemmy 
might have been ſome moments before, 
this ſight ſufficed to revive the glowing 
embers of deſire, and made him think it 
would not become him to neglect totally 
ſo kind and fair a creature. 


He 
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He ſupp'd that night with ſome com- 
pany he met at the coffee-houſe ; but re- 
folved to ſend to her by the way of mrs. 
Comode the next morning ;— the impa- 
tience of the lady, nevertheleſs, prevented . 
his intentions, and on his coming home 
he was preſented with a letter which his 
people ſaid had been left for him _—_ a 
porter above an hour before. 


He opened it with ſome eagerneſs not 
doubting from what hand it came, and 
found as he had imagined, the cover from 
mrs. Comode, with theſe lines : 


To Jauxs Irssaur, Eſq; 


"-Honour'd 8 
| EF SE ND you what I dare ſay will 


be a welcome preſent, —your anſwer 
to it with the utmoſt expedition is re- 
ce « quelted; to be left at my houſe as uſual 
© —] beg you, fir, to believe that I ſhall 
always be ready to oblige you and the 
beautiful party to the utmoſt of 11 
poor power, being 
« With the greateſt reſpect, 


wigs Bir, 
_ «© Your moſt obedient, | 
« And n oft humble ſervant 
« To command, 
4% B. ComonE.” 
| The 
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The contents of the incloſed were as 


follow : It 


To Javers Nassau, Eſq; 
Sin, 
1 SEE you are in town, but am far 

from aſſuring myſelf you have any 
thoughts of me the violence of your 
paſſion for your charming Jenny, and 
the hurry you are in to follow her to 
Bath, may probably have made you 


forget that there is ſuch a perſon in 
the world as myſelf ; — I ſend this 


therefore to deſire one more interview, 
even though it ſhould be to take an 
everlaſting leave; — my happy rival 
would not certainly regret your giving 
that ſatisfaction to a woman who loves 
you more than perhaps ſhe is capable 
of doing: — honour and gratitude de- 


mand this from you,— to them I ap- 
peal, and ſhall commit my cauſe. 


60 Siner you went out of town, I have 

another misfortune added to that of 
having ' diſcovered your engagement 
with Jenny ; — mrs. Comode has lett 


her lodgings to to a perſon intimately 


acquainted with my husband, ſo it is 
utterly impracticable for me to ſee you 
„there; 


JeMMy and JENNY JESAMY. 267 
there; and I am reduced, by this piece 
* of ill luck, to deſire you will find out 
« ſome more proper place for our meet- 
« ing ;— whether it be at your own 
r houfe, or at that of any friend in whom 
« you can confide, is a matter of in- 
cc difference to me, only remember that 
< vill not venture to a tavern, bagnio, 
17 any ſuch public place. 


As I am convinced your heart, if 
« not wholly loſt, is at leaſt divided, I 
& ſhould have little Joy in the conti- 
% nuance of an intercourſe ſo dangerous 
« to. myſelf, and ſo negligently purſued 
« by you ; you need not, therefore, be 
“ under any apprehenſions of my perſe- 
© cuting you with a paſſion you ſeem'd 
4 to have ceaſed deſiring any farther 
«<, proofs of; happy ſhould I be, indeed, 
« to find myſelf miſtaken in what I have 
4 ſo much cauſe to fear: — ſee me once 
4 more, however, and fix the yet uncertain 
5 fate of her who 1 is, 
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3 . 8 If you no longer have any 
<« love for me, let pity and good nature 
<« for that you have inſpired me with 
<« prevail on you not. to keep me in 
e ſuſpence ;--T languiſh, I am diſtracted, 
« till I receive your anſwer with an ap- 
* pointment where and when I ſhall have 
56 the reg. er of telling you all my 
by foul i is full of. PIE TY | 
This paſſionate epiſtle g Se e | 
much more pain than pleaſure, — not 
that he was either ſurpriſed or troubled 
at the knowledge he found ſhe had of his 
engagement with Jenny he was ſenſible 
a thouſand accidents might reveal it to 
her, nor did he think ſhe had any bulinefs 
to interfere with the Honourable addreſſes 
he made elſewhere; and, had ſhe ever 
queſtion'd him upon that ſubject, would 
not kare evaded or —_— the truth. wn 
But it vex d him a good. deal, ro find 
that the providing a place for their meet- 
ing was required of him; — whatever 
amorous intrigues he had hitherto been 
engaged in had been accompany'd with 
no difficulties, —they had fallen in his way 
without any pains © r his own, — he had 
never been put to the trouble of forming 


4 contrivances for the carrying them 
on; 


43 * — 
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on; and the injunction now laid upon 
bird was a thing no leſs new than * 
agreeable to him. 


Never had he been ſo much puzzled 
in his whole life; — he judged it highly 
inconvenient, for many reaſons, to make 
an . appointment with her at his own 
houſe ; and as fhe had excepted againſt 
all thoſe he ſhould readily have propoſed, 
he might well be at a very great lots to 
whom he ſhould apply on ſuch an occa- 
Hon... 


What courſe he took in this perplexing 
dilemma, and what conſequences attended 
this adventure, as well as the cataſtrophe 
of many others mentioned in this work, 
the reader, if he has. patience to wait, 
will find fully ſet forth and explained | in 
the ſucceeding volume. 


End of the S£conD Vorunk. 


